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_ tague E/q; one of the Lords Commiſſi- 


oners of His Majeflies Treaſury, anl 


Chancellour of the Exchequer. 


EING a Foreigner, and by con- 
"© Dſcquence ſtanding in need of agrear 
Patronage, I preſume to beg yours, not 
only as being a Perfonage of an Elevated 
Seation, but becauſe you are yet more 
conſiderable for your 4 

tion of- Mind, and your incomparable 
Attivity and Zeal for the Good of your 
Country, by which, you have merited 
thoſe Honourable Poſts, that you do fo 
worthily fall, and which I have reaſon to- 


hope, ate bur the eirneſt of greater Ad 
- vancements: But the chief Reaſon wh 
| Imake bold totrouble your Honour wi 
this Dedication, is,that amongſt the many 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. - 
Perſons of Quality, 'who have done me 
the Honour to peruſe this Book in Ma- 
nuſcript;and to ceſtifie their Appirobarion 
of 1 it, there wasnone who did ſo much 
r.icPublick as your 
fel Sothat fi it x ry any. ways.uſefal to 
the Nation, as. hope iproay, they: wil be 
obliged co. your Honou nfor. its... 

| T confeſs Sir, that my firſt incention 
was to Dedicate it to His Majeſty, as 
tending:very much co the Glory, of Hng- 
land, and , by conſequence of his, « own 
Royal Diadem, but the meannels 0 my 
preſent Condition abated my Confidence 
to ſollicit Acceſs'to that g great Prince, and 
thereface, Sir, eing you were always plea- 
ſed, our of your Zealto the Publick wel- 
fare, 40 give me a favourable eceprion, 
notwithſtanding. the narrownels ' of m 
Circumſtances,] reſolved upon this. Dedi- 
cation to your, ſelf.a as one of His Majeſties 
moſt taithful Miniſters, which 1bey g you 
would acceptas a Token of the [i Fgalar 
Eſteem,and profound Reſpet oh. HEE 
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The Preface 
the {fairs of the Kingdom 10: be'in a worſe Gon - 
ditten than they really are, becanſe of -the preſent 
ſrarcityof Money ; "That the co poem was and other 
Enemies of the Government harden themſelves 
11 their obſiint ; *#b5nke? yu ng dom uot able 
to maintasn ar any | to be 
'K VVilliam 


ſtill potent enongh to to aſe roſe s this 
War;and'reftore the 4 ames, which makes 


them-ftill "0 adberev0 that Faftion-. and ir partly 
the Haaſe of their" frepivent / piracies againſt 
he Kong's Life; und of ſeverd{ other: ilelets ; 
Fratzce and her adherents m this Country deceiving © 
themſebves nvandy one another believe 
than they ave,” and ya 6 
Far England vs ruined, © which\ has been 
hitherto" ng \of "the '\canſes of France's 
#0:maks Peace, \becaufeſbe ſeems an mera a: 
# hyper of ſome fatal ftroke 'and vevolutron. en 
gdom.1 confeſs Thave alfobees often temes 
f d ugainſt "the French 'Gonrt,. as being the 
Geaſorv: of fo many miſchiefs, und having reduced 


that flourſhong Kingdom to- ; by* Crackses 

aud Aroma us b, nlef ir Neighbours 
es of fo mich Blood ſhed | 
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| dicks by be ir Sarvice 1ovhis Ne- 
3ungall vhe World, hy foine- 
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to the Reade 
and this for in averly Haineidnew which is eniders 
enough, from the great Efforts,.. Advayees and Of- 
fors that ſhe maker, notwithſtanding her pride, to- 
oops Fr Whereas | my 
1] ſrl mma Gondeteon, notwithſtandong t 
profes fey ofthe Gain, 


After | bad made « cnfdeable » 


i the Hed from ve t6:whom 1 | 

frihad. ye nov deen for him 1 might neo Li 

1 ſay, I \didl look. apon: 'vhoſe Encouragements as = 
obliged to obey, becauſe whey 

_ from Perſon who bad'a night #0 commend 


"tha You t6mes; I dwie added #0 *t,: what the 
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i Offices they can ; {have been accrſtomed to thoſe | 


things"of a long teme. 
Ee tvs: as, and in. "rele | 


: tiow #0 all-Orders and Ranks 9 of People which are |} 


m it 5; I'ſbew\ plainly the diforders of the : 
_ French am 6 — #here was 
perb or s never any Nation among ſt my that are 
called Chriſtians, /o:sÞ-Governed.Þ. 

In the: ſeveral manners of coufrdering Fran ce, 
Fam obliged to make uſe of \Repetitzons, bat al- 
my with ſome diverſity,. and never but-when the 

s.are not common, -but smportant, and. nag 
eader might let flip. - My deſign: being ra- 
x wo 0 inſtrutt nd t0:be-uiſeful than to ti Uothe 
Ears, or:drvert tboſe wits who. love trfles';, Se that 
dots ethat the wes, == end-Reaſone. wy be pon- 


d:xather than the VYotas. A <5 
There have been-«diverſe diverſe things, wnithogh 1m 
French'\ and Fngliſb Tir ever Jears \ ner 
the Aﬀanrrs of ge a Papers 
Ger vey wars I ecan'fay, that h,thave bor- 
nothing fron thews, that my Method: 5s new, 
nl DE None ad %, which they did 
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Sane may ay be_apt to k, How Tan | retend'ro 
be fo wel b informed 4 fee" reſent condition of 
Fratice,” fnce 1 have 'been ſo long ubſent\ from if, 
becauſe of br ks ike ', 
4 competent know airs'of that King 
dom, is its cave and of the State of 
People before I left it, and that ſince that time'] 
has taken ſpecial care to "ovſerve all the alterats- 
tal have bappened,” og TY Hy 
ut further, 2 ble Man reads 
Book, = eaſt Een that 1 build'all my Po 
fitions upon tinroerſal, "Plain and certain Princs- 
ples, fitted to the meameſt Capacity, from" which 1 
draw my Conſequiences,whieh I ſubmit to any Man's 
7, ape hat ſeveral of myC ul 
an c t that ſeveral of my oantry men wi, 
think it flrang e, that being of a noted" Family in 
owl pts. "ſome Thiereff to manage im that 
dom, or 2 being uneafre in England, that 1 
fo on my ſelf thus, nels ty Pal Peace ſeems 
ages Meg dneſs, by Tubliſbing fb. s 
cannot but highly | 2 the 
mn reg rery who ' are iaforme! 7 a hn 
foos or- Lite will revenge” 5t one "wiyor ocher 
po all this as well as they ; but Tthink; 
ato do it inConſeience and Ve our. 


lawful oe as for Jeveral French" Geterals wa 
}. other, 
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to the Reader. 

etl, and ip God according #0 his Word and 
| 2be hght of ther Conſcience, to whom moreover, 
| cr Bios i wt Hd 
'em,Iſay,again#t thoſe w v'd themſelves 
A ho like fo many Grael and 

Wolves, both as to the Mair: of Body and Soul, 
and behave themſebves till in the ſame manner 
towards their Brethren in France, and ſeem be- 
fides to be the lintoerſal Enemies t0 Mankjnd. 


Some maybe apt to think that 1 writ this Book 
out of Paſſion and Revenge. 
1 confeſs, vhas never any Reſentment was ſo well 
4s be. Bus yet T profeſs thas 
tho' py mn _ moon, _—_ 
4 Spirit of Revenge that I writ this, 
oo rhe au Account of the wrue Mo- 
tives which induced me £0 it, 
Any may obſerve, there is no Nation to 
be ſo uſeful, as to France 


The wh oa fect Advice. 


1 repreſent only the Myſchiefs which ber People 
«nder, nd ie Mc hb ter Pagd 
all that 1 ſa tends naturally to the healing of ber 
diſeaſes, i ob he think fo 10 make aſe of, the 
Remedies which 1 propoſe. If any Man ſay.that -— 
Frakg & delight in ber Colamities and hat 1 age 
gravate then, | declare bere in all incercty, Thatl 
II ove pots er than whas 1 ſay, - and that 
voor? par piers all my Soul, that: wy 
wad repent ; ny mn ever comes #0 her 
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ThePreface: 


ſelf, there is.ug reward ſo great: 
-ber bands for the good | 
[-:opionge £00 S fea Honea 


will thank me for it, and' tir lean 


honeſt Man mm doing my Day than a. « When 


#l Men by negletting ue. £12k 5 


Tt trne,] reprebend the Exce er of Fo heh 
Government, 'as. rhrak emp -obliged to. do 'in 
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Conſcience and from the Fe ple of Love which 


J bear to to Mankind," an 1m of Opin thet if | 


it 1s commendable to give #, pri- 


wate Perſon by diſcovering 4s i bs _ and 
himſelf, it 1s. 4 thouſand t1mes. mare. c, ndable 


#9. give Advice'to a great State, which may he ſer- 
aiceable to millions of Sante and Jones. to. all 
the World.. | 


By this Trewik the dy of. NE = be 
better informed than bitherto of the Affairs. of Eng- 
 land,for it would ſeem that they flattered 'emfelver, 

as if the Ftrength of this Kingdom had been ex- 
hanſted, which 1s far fromthe Bk ſeemg the Na- 
HEs it with, me. be in 4 4 hoes: OR they 
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1s may alſo be ujeracd, the Tipeak, 2d. he 


Fane aa without partiality . 4s zxell a5, cuil,, and 
that 7 take the Lybertyto. reprebend the Faults. aud 
Defe&ts of our A Friends, for -in . general L hate | 


-diſwaer, aeiſenys all things go .08 F8 toned 
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| a new Method, im W252 by Hon purely Po- 
 litical, the falſehoo "the Rom | etended 


_to the Reader.__ 


I will be alſo found that I-have wholly followed 


Religion, by its PgeT T PEFM4 
ro the good of States, the ea Fe le, Ajuc 
Morals, which alone is Es to render it ” 
to all thoſe.-who love Order, Juſtice and the P 

perity of gy ms tho... bag mo WF #0 
Jai axon i fromt of , Go 

that wy Wy able:Perſons who ſball,, 
of my good inzentian ws, the 5 
- hay pn an eaſe 
the Erroutt, Defetis. and, inf of 
they may. perhaps meet. with, 
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Chap. 4. pag- 174. How, and in what manner 
the French King has devoured the # 
of all the Capital Stock, of the Kingdom of 


France. 
Chap. 5; 193. A particular Account of the 
Dep pales of France, together m_ Ef- 
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CHAP. L 


"FH E Ruineand Deſolation of France 
is now becomethe common Theme 


. . of Diſcourſe, and the moſt ordinary 
_ Subje& of Conperiagign, eſpecially 
amongſt the Refugees .in all Countries where 
:they are diſperſed z but none of thoſe that TI 
have heard diſcourſing about it ſeem to, have 
any juſt Notion of the degree of Oppreſſion 


T which that Kingdom labours under, but all 


their Ideas are very much below the reality. 
This, together with my deſire to ſerve the Pube 
lick, hath obliged me to examine the matter 
thoroughly, and I make bold to ſay, That I 


have made: deeper enquiries into this Matter 


, than 
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1 The Deſolation and Rume * 


than any body elſe has done, and ſhall now 
ſubmit my Diſcoveries to the Judgment of 
the publick. 

I begin with the Diminution of the People of 
that Kingdom, which Iam fure is much, greater 
than is commonly judged to be;'tis the chief and 
moſt important part of thedeſolatior of France, 
and the great cauſe of all thoſe Evils and Ca- 
lamities under which it groans. 

The better to convince the World of the 
truth of this, I will make uſe of a Suppoſi- 
tion already granted 5 which I think the moſt 
reaſonabie that can be made upon that Sub- 
ject, viz. That there might be in the Kingdom 
of France about 14 Millions of Subjects 3o years 
ago, when it was in its moſt flouriſhing condi- 
tion z thereare 27 thouſand Pariſhes in that 
Kingdom, and it is probable, there might be 
5co Souls in each Pariſh , one with another, 
which makes 13 Millionsand a half. I donot 
here include the Conqueſts, becauſe they do 


' Not properly belong to the Kingdom, and tis 


like they will be returned to thoſe to whom 
they juſtly belong." 

The Computation which I make of there 
having been 13 Millions and a half of People 
in France,is confirmed by the proportion which 
there is between” the Extent of France and 
that of England, as alſo between the number 
of Pariſhes in the two Kingdoms. France 
contains $2 Millions of Acres, and England 


30 Millions. There are in France 27 Thou- 
ſand 
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ſand Pariſhes, as has been ſaid already, and in 
England about 10 thouſand. Now if it be 
the common eſtimation, that in the zo Mil- 
lionsof Acres, and the 1 o Thouſand Pariſhes 
in England, there are not above 6 Millions of 
People; 'tis not probable that there could be 
in the 82 Millions of Acres, and the 27 thou- 
ſand Pariſhes in France, above 13 Millions and 
a half, by reaſon that a Popiſþ Nation under 
an Arbitrary Government, cannot be ſuppoſed 
to be ſo well peopled as a Proteſtant Nation 
under a Mild Government ; beſides ſeveral 
other Reaſons which I intend to produce here- 
after. So that the Pariſhes in England may 
reaſonably be computed to bea ſixth part more 
populous than thoſe in France. So that if the 
Pariſhes in England have but 600 Souls one 
with another, thoſe in France could never 
exceed the number of 500, one with another. 
In its moſt flouriſhing condition. F 
'Tis probable that the French King's Subjects 
decreaſed at leaſt a third part in number, and 
an half- in ſtrength and value. I mean, 
That tho' the Diminution does not perhaps 
exceed the Third part as to the number, 
reckoning the generality of Men, Women, 
and Children; yet it cannot be leſs than a full 
half in value, in reſpe& that'the Adult Men 
are much more diminiſhed in number than 
Women ; Now it is the number of Men, who 
without contradigion, makes a People valu- 
able, ſince 'tis they who Cultivate the Land, 
B 2 Trade 
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| which they may bring thereby tothe Common- 


Trade by Sea , imploy themſelves in Manu: 
factures and Arts ; pay Taxes, and make War: 
And the Decreaſe is ſo much the more conſider- 
able, becauſe the greateſt part of the Men 
who have been CR were of that ſort, 
and not of thoſe who are rather Burthenſome 
than Profitable to a Nation ; of which I ſhall 
takenotice hereafter. Infomuch that reducing 
the i 3 Millions and an half of Souls to 9g Mik 
lions at this day , that is, to the two thirds of : 
what they were zo yearsago; 'tis reaſonable 
to ſay, That there being in this number many 
more Women and Children proportionably, 
than Men, the ſaid 9 Millions are nor at pre- 
ſent worth 6 Millions 750 Thouſand, that is 
the half of the promiſcuous Maſs of the 13 Mil- 
lions anda half, which we ſuppoſed to have 
been in France 30 years ago, becauſe there 
were then many more Men proportionably 
than now, eſpecially of that ſort who were. 
imployed in Husbandry , Manufactures , 
Trade and Handicrafts, of which fort (if we 
conſider what belongs to working, and the 
uſefulneſs of their « Shu one 1s worth two 
or three other Perſons taken in general out of 
the Maſs of Mankind. At that time there 
might be near upon the like number of Men 
as of Women, whereas now there 1s great 
reaſon to believe there are at leaſt two, Wo-] 
men to one Man. Now 1f we value them 

according to their Work, and to the Profit} 
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wealth, 
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wealth, as muſt be done, and as always is 
done by thoſe who buy Slaves, a Man is com- 
monly eſtimated as much or more than two 
Women, c4teris paribus. 

' But ſome may imagine that I aggravate the 
matter, when I ſay, there 1s not 1n value the 
half of the People which, was in France 30 
years ago, and that half of the Men is periſh- 
ed. But I would beſeech thoſe who make that 
objection, to inform themſelves from ſuch ſen- 
ſible perſons as have come from Frauce with- 
in this 12 Months, and they will tell them 
that there are no Men almoſt to be ſeen in little 
Towns and Boroughs, but only Women that 
moſt of the Houſes are uninhabited, and 
the greateſt part of the Lands and Vines un- 
cultivated for want of Men ; and 'tis known, 
that for the ſame reaſon the ordinary Taxes 
yield leſs by half to the King, than they did 
formerly, tho' Taxes be much greater in pro- 
portion to the Extream Miſery of the People, 
than they were 3o years ago, when every 
body was richer. For that very Reaſon, 'tis 
that the Poll-Tax has fallen ſo much below 
the King's expectation. And in truth, when 
we revolve in our thoughts the French King's 
condu& for theſe zo years laſt paſt, we cannot 
call in Queſtion his Kingdom's being depopu- 
lated one half at leaſt ; when we conſider 
that of a long time it has been engaged in War, 


' which hath deſtroyed a great multitude of the 


Subjets. No body is ignorant, how that in 
3 time 
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time of Peace he kept 200 Thouſand Men in 
Arms, without including the Servants of 
Officers z and they were all unmarried Men 
for the moſt part, who conſequently could not 
People the Land, but were rather very trou- 
bleſome to the induſtrious part of the People, 
and by that means obſtructed propagation 3 
"tis known,that when he did not think it time 
to declare War againſt any of his Neighbours, 
he did lend his Forces to other Princes and 
Nations that were in War, as he did to the 
Emperor, and to the Venetians againſt the 
Turks in Hungary and Candia, to the Dutch 
againſt the Biſhop of Munſter, to the Portugueſe 
a; ainſt the Spanzards, &c. Every body knows, 
that there went out of the Kingdom from 
time to time,or rather continuallr, for zo years 
paſt, an incredible number of Subjects into the 
Conquered Provinces and Towns to ſeek for a 
Refuge there, againſt the Vexations they ſuf- 
fered in their Native Country in hopes to be 
leſs tormented with Impotitions, and to live 
more at quiet : There they got their livelyhood 
more eaſily , and took Wives; The < 

nours of Provinces and Towns did encourage 
them in their new Settlements, and imployed 
them preferably to the Natives of theſe places, 
about all forts of Work, both for the King 
and themſelves, as thinking they would be 
uſeful to keep the conquered People'in ſub- 


je&ior, What prodigious multitudes befides was . 
chere in the Kingdom of thoſe called Gabelears,. 
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{that is, Tax-men & ColleQors,the Inſtruments 
andT ools of the inſatiable avarice of the general 
& particular Farmers of the Impoſts)who were 
Unmarried for the moſt part, and did belides 
devour the poor people ; all which are things 
very hurtful to Propagation z without men- 
tioning the multitudes of Officers of all kinds, 
as well of Judicature as others, whoſe num- 
bers are ſo much increaſed theſe 3o years laſt, 
and who did all ſwallow up the Subſtance of 
the People, and conſequently were fit for no- 
thing elſe, but to depopulate the Country. 
Moreover, what prodigious quantity of Sol- 
diers hath not the King maintained in the 
Armies, theſe 8 years laſt? I believe every 
Body will agree , that reckoning Infantry, 
Cavalry, Dragoons, Artillery, and what be- 
longs to it, Ammunition, Proviſions, Militia, 
Fleets and Gallies, which he kept at Sea ever 
fince the War, except the laſt year, there could 
not be leſs than 4co thouſand Men in his Ser- 
vice, without including Officers Servants. It 
has been obſerved by the Lifts of Recruits, 
that eyery year, one with another, a third 
part of thoſe Men was miſling, eſpecially of 
the regular Land Forces, and if we count only 
the fourth part, it will come to 100 thouſand 
Men every year, ' and during the 8 yearsof 
War, to $eo thouſand, without mentioning 
thoſe that remain and compoſe the Armies, 
which inſtead of being uſeful to the King- 
gom, as to what concerns Husbaridry, Manu- 
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faQures, Trade and Arts, arevery troubleſome 


to the other Subjects imployed in thoſe things, 
and make them to loſe a great part of their 
Time, by their Marches, Counter-marches, 
LocGgings and Scjournings. Not to mention 
their Robberies and Thefts, I prant that many 
of them are not Natives of France , but 
Switzers, Germans, Iriſh, and others, beſides 
thoſe compelled by force out of the new Con- 
queſts; and I ſuppoſe that thoſe Forreigners 
may make up the 8th part of the whole : But I 
havenot counted amongſt the faid 400 thouſand 
the Servant-men 1n his Garriſons and Armies 
at Land and Sea, which amount no doubt, to 
ico thouſand Men at leaſt z of whicha great 
many die every year, tho' in leſſer numbers 
than the Soldiers, becauſe they are better 
maintained, and leſs expoſed to danger 3 and 
for the ſame reaſon fewer of 'em deſert. But 
however, great numbers of them periſh every 
year. 'Tis alſo obſervable, that very few of 
them Marry : So that the like number of Wo- 
men 1s thereby rendred uſeleſs for Propagation ; 
for experience teaches us, and we may be con- 
vinced of it by the Bills of Nativity, and 
Mortality in any City, that near upon as many 
Men as Women are born z which ſhews they 
are made one for the other. As for the Ba- 
ſtards which Church-men and others beget on 
thoſe poor Women, experience ſhews us alſo, 


that ſuch-Children do commonly come to no- 


thing.: In the mean time,: the Men who ftay 
6-5 EET, PN 31-10 


\ 


LIM 


IL JAMAL 


of France demonſtrated, &c. 9 


at home, die as faſt as uſually, and faſter too, 
by reaſon of the extream poverty under which 
they groan, ſo that they are not able to pro- 
cure themſelves means of recovery when they 
fall ſick ; and their place is not filled up, as it 
uſed to be, by Young Men, becauſe moſt of 
them periſh in the War, and fo the courſe of 
ordinary Propagation 1s interrupted 3 To 
which muſt be added, that as to the ſmall 
number of Batchelors or Widowers remain- 
ing, who might Marry, there is perhaps not 
one among twenty who does it, ſince this 
War, by reaſon of the intolerable Taxes, 
from which no condition of Men is free, but 
fall much heavier upon the Married People, 
who are ſettled, than upon the Unmarried. 
And even amongſt thoſe that have ſome Eſtate, 
very few marry; becauſe, during the War, 


- all things are uncertain, and in confuſion 


Every one 1s ignorant of the ſtate of other 
Mens Afﬀairs, nor know they what will be- 
come of them at laſt, and becauſe ſuch, who 
ſeem to have ſomething of their own at 
preſent, has perhaps in reality nothing, or will 
be reduced to that condition in a little time, 
becauſe V Var and Taxes devour and conſume 
all, without diſtin&tion. Theſe 10 or 12 years 
laſt, very few Marriages have been made in 
France,but eſpecially fince the War:So that the 


| Kingdom muſt needs ina little time ſuffer ex- 


tremely by that Interruption of Propagation 
for fo mapy years; for it fares with a Na- 
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tion in this reſpe& as with an Orchard of 


'Trees ; where, unleſs you take care- to plant 


and graft every year new Trees in the Room 
of thoſe which Age or blaſting Winds ſnatch 
away, after a certain time there will be none 
remaining. | 

But this is not all, for beſides the want of 
Marriage, the accidents of War, and other 
diſorders which I have ſpoken of, there is an 
incredible number of Men, Women and 
_ Children,who for along timehave periſht thro' 
extream poverty and miſery, tho' fewer Men 
than Women, becauſe their number is leſs, 
and fewer Children do alſo periſh for that 
ſame Reaſon. Whereupon it is proper to take 
notice of Sir William Petty's Obſervation, con- 
firmed by Mr. Azoxt, a famous Mathematitian 
belonging to the French King ; which is this, 
viz, That in the Hoſpitals of Pars alone, 
there dyed yearly, only for want of good 
treatment, above 3500 Souls, more than did 
proportionably in the London Hoſpitals, and 
that the worſt Hoſpital of this City, was bet- 
ter than the beſt of Pars; I ſhall add to 
what this ingenious Man ſaid, that notwith- 
ſtanding the inhumanity of thoſe Hoſpitals in 
France, the, Poverty of the Common-people 
in Pars is ſo great, that thoſe poor People 
tind themſelves obliged upon the leaſt indiſpoſi- 
tionto go into the Grand Hoſpital of that City, 
which they call, Hotel-dzeu, that is to ſay, 
God's Houſe, but deſerves better to be c_ 
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The Devils Houſe, than that murdering Hold 
in the Caſtle of Namur whictt did bear that 
Name, there they lye four and four in every 
Bed, two at the Head and two at the Feet; 
and moſt times a poor fick perſon, whoſe po- 
verty is his greateſt Diſeaſe, and who would 
preſently recover if he could have good Food, 
is laid in the ſame bed with another who 1s at 
the point of Death, or has aninfe&ious Di- 
ſtemper, and ſometimes with a dead Carcaſs 
that is carried away two hours after to the 
Grave : So that 'tis no wonder, if they ſoon 
periſh when treated in that barbarous manner; 
That kind of death was formerly invented and 
practiſed by certain Ancient Tyrants,asa cruel 
puniſhment to Criminals, cauſing them to be 
tyed to adead andſtinking Carcaſs, that they 
might feel themſelves rot by degrees together 
with the Carrion. 'Tis a piece of cruelty that 
deſerves the curſe both of God and Man; and 
'tis ſurprizing that no body, that I know of, 
hath hitherto had ſo much charity and genero- 
ſity as to make complaint to the World of that 
horrid abuſe ; buton the contrary, they are'fo 
far ;from complaining againſt it, that there is 
hardly one year, but many Eſtates and Sums 
are bequeathed by dying perſons to that Hoſ- 
pital,and they uſe alſo in the Courts of Judica- 
ture to adjudge part of the Fines to which 
people are condemned for the maintenance 


thereof, The Directors of that Hoſpital en- 


joy vaſt Revenues belonging to that Houſe, 
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which are more than ſufficient ro maintain all 
theſick who are brought into it very well; nay, 
a much greater number, and likewiſe to fur- 
niſh a Bed for every one of them. If it be ſaid, 
that the placeistoo narrow, I anſwer, it were 
ealie to build a Yargerzthey have Stock enough 
for that, or, at lea(t, they had formerly for, 
I muſt confeſs, that I am of opinion that their 
Revenues are very much ſunk fince the V Var, 
as well as the Revenues of others, and even 
of the Clergy themſelves ; yet it had been eaſe 
for them to hire as many Houſes in the Neigh- 
bourhood, as they ſhould have needed. The 
obſervation of that ingenuous Engliſh Knight, 


and likewiſe what I havemade bold to add to - 


it, being true, as indeed it cannot be doubted,if 
the proofs thathe hath brought for 1t be conſi- 
dered, we may reaſonably conclude, that there 
muſt die in the reſt of Parzat that time a far 
greater number than in the Hotel-dreu, for it 1s 
known, that no fick body can come into that 
abominable place, without great recommen- 
dations, ſuch is the multitude of thoſe who are 
brought thither 5 ſo that there 1s reaſon e- 
nough to believe, that there died for want of 
neceſlaries, thro' meer poverty, at leaſt as ma- 
ny in the reſt of the City, as there did in that 
Hoſpital, This cannot be queſtioned, if we 
conlider the miſery of the other poor people 
at Pars, which are numerous there, as well as 
in the other places of the Kingdom 'Tis 13 or 
14 years agp," lince a Church-man of Qualley 
| al 
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and one of the honeſteſt Men of that kind, in 
France,who had ſome ſhare in the DireQion of 
the Alms beſtowed upon the poor of that City, 
did aſſure a Perſon of honour, that an incredi- 
blenumber of the Inhabitants of Pars did re- 
ceive Alms, and that in one Pariſh only, which 
he named to him, there were more thouſands 
of Alms People than I am willing to name. 
This is known alſo, that the poor at Paris are 
very much ſtraitned in their Lodgings, moſt 
of them live in the tops of Houſes, in the 
fifth or ſixth Story, which kills multitudes of 
them'by climbing ſo high : And when they 
are kept a Bed by ſickneſs, they muſt needs 
periſh for want of help; ſo that it was no 
wonder at all, if the Bills of Mortality at 
Paris, when publiſhed (which they are not at 
preſent) did approach ſo near thoſe of London, 
as to the — of Dead, tho' there was 
much leſs people at Paris, than at London. 
And altho' the number of the pcople of Pars 
muſt needs be diminiſhed, a third part at leaſt, 
fince Sir William Petty's Obſervation, yet I 
will make bold to affirm, that there dies more 
people there at preſent than formerly, becauſe 
of their want of help, their Poverty being 
increaſed very much fince that time ; But 
ſuppoſe there ſhould not have died at that 
time and ſince, for want of neceſlaries, above 
7 thouſand at Pars yearly, comprehending 
therein the 3500 who died in the Hoſpitals, 
by their barbarous treatment aforeſaid ; what 

ought 
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ought we to judge of the reſt of the Kingdom, 
when conſidering that Paris is the Center of 
its riches, and conſequently a place where the 
poor ought to be beſt helped ! The Inhabi- 
tants of Paris at that time, that 1s, 15 or 16 
years ago, did not make above the 27th or 
28th part of the People of the Kingdom 3 So 
that if as many proportionably had dyed for 
want of help in the Country, as at Parzs, 
which I do not think there did, to what a 
prodigious number would that have amoun- 
ted ? belides thoſe who uſe to dye by Age, and 
Diſeaſes. 

Then if things were ſo at that time, the 
Reader may eaſily gueſs how it may be at this 
day : And moreover, 'tis known that the 5th 
or 6th part of the Nation was ſnatcht away 
by Famine and Mortality two years ago 

I do not mention the Perſecution, which 
deſtroyed abundance of people by Hunger,Cold, 
and Nakedneſs ; beſides what fell by the hand 
of the Hangman, or the Sword, Thoſe that 


were baniſhed out of the Kingdom , were . 


indeed a great number of Subje&ts : Yet 
I confeſs they are more conſiderable by the 
Wealth they carried out of the Nation, than 
by their numbers, tho' not inconſfiderable nei- 
ther in that reſpect, fince they amounted, as I 
judge, to about 150 thouſand Souls. 

So that above one half of the Men have 
periſhed within theſe zo years, and at leaſt one 


third part of the whole people; So'that it 1s 
much, 
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much, if of ther 3Millions and a half, which were 


ſuppoſed to have been in France about thirty 
years ago, there be 9 Millions remaining, a- 
mongſt which we can ſcarcely ſuppoſe there 
are two Millions of Men. 

If we come next to conlider the great num- 
ber of Men unfit for work among thoſe 2 Mil- 
lions, which is almoſt as great now as when 
the Men were twice as many, v;z Thoſe who 
either by their Eſtates, Dignity or Profeſſion, 
or by todily Infirmity are diſpenſed from work- 
ing, we may ealily be convinced, that thoſe 
who are in the Armies at Land and Sea, and 
in Garriſons, being moſt in the prime of their 
Age, and able to work, ſhould do more work, 
if employed about Husbandry,Arts and Trade, 
than all the reſt of the Men in the Kingdom, 
So that we ſee only by this Articleof the 
People, which includes all the Riches and 
Strength of a Nation, how impoſſible 'tis for 
that Kingdom, which 1s half depopulated, to 
recover it {elf in a long time, according to the 
Obſervation of Naturaliſts, and of thoſe who 


_ have ſtudied the Progreſs of Nativity and 


Mortality in Nations 3 for they haveobſerved, 
that no leſs than 2co years 1s requilite for 
doubling the number of Inhabitants in them, 
allowing what is to beallowed for Epidemi- 
cal Diſeaſes, Famines and War, which uſed to 
ſnatch away gow and then great multitudes. 
So that theſe things being conſidered, the King- 
dom of France ſhould require 200 years to 

| recover 


16 The Deſolation and Ruine 


recover it ſelf to what it was thirty years ago. 
We flatter our ſelves, for want of pon- 
dering things, that a Peace for 10 or 12 years 
would reſtore all things to their former ſtate. 
But how can a Nation, deſtroyed to that de- 
gree as France is, by Abſolute Power,retrieve it 
{elf under the ſame Abſolute Power, in ſo little 
a time? I dare be bold to ſay, That not only 
200 years, but even 2coco could not do it. 
The fire may as ſoon reſtore things conſumed 
by fire, as Deſpotical Government reſtore 
France to its former State. So that the Go- 
vernment of France muſt needs be changed, or 
elſe it is impoſlible that France ſhould ever be a- 
ble to riſeagain;zand it ſeems every whit as im- 
poſſible that the Monarchy ſhould fubſiſt with- 
out ſuch a change» I remember that in the 
firſt year of the great War betwixt France and 
Holland, under the general pretence of the 1/t 
Satisfatthon, the French King received from the 
Dutch the Lands and Houſes which were al- 
ready very much fallen of the former value, 
did decreaſe yet more all of a ſudden, which 
continued decreaſing to the end of the War. 
It wasexpeced that after the Peace,they ſhould 
riſe again to the former value 3 But on the 
contrary, tho' the Nation was very much ex+ 
hauſted, yet the Taxes grew more and more 
with the Princes Vanity, one Oppreſſion did 
follow upon the back of another z ſo that we 
ſaw nothing but oppoſition 3; the value of all 
Eſtates did decreaſe more and more. ot 
what 
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what was thatWarin compariſon of this?Trade, 
Husbandry , Manufactures,and Arts which are 
now ruin'd did flouriſh then. Wehad plenty of 
Money, Men, and Horſes at that time, and our 
Taxes and Impoſitions, tho* exceffive, had not 
ſuch a Diſproportion to the Ability of the Peo- 
ple, as thoſe exacted at this day. | 

'But fer us ſuppoſe gratis that the King ſhould 
repent of all the Evil he has -done, ' and his 
Government ſhould become Milder, - or that 
the *Dolphin were 'to 'Succeed' him in a little 
times wil this bring to life again fo many 
Millions of People deſtroyed > Will it repair 
the dreadful Effets of the want of Propaga- 
tioh, during ſuch'a long time, of which want, 
Poſterity will be more ſenſible thanthoſe who 
live at preſent, becauſe all thoſe Children 
which have failed as tothe preſent Generation, 
would be but young, and as yet unfit for 
work ; - Whereas 20: years hence- they would 
be Adult Men and Women. Where ſhall we 
have all the People that are neceſfary to inhabit 
ſuch a great number -of Towns, Borroughs, 
Villages, and H6ufes, Diſpeopled, Abandoned, 
and” falling to Decay ? Who ſhall Cultivate 
ſo many Vineyards and forſaken Lands over- 
grown with Shrubs-and Weeds? Moreover,the 
three parts of the Coin of the' Nation hath 
been diffipated. Wind and Water-mills,Cauſeys 
and Banks of Rivers arefor the moſt part over- 
thrown, or demoliſht-; the High-ways, and 
ed a unpaſſable 
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n moſt Places, the Bridges fallen- down, - and 
publick Buildings, and. Hoſpitalsdeſolats ;, and: 
the King having poſſeſſed hin(elf of the Re: 
venues. of thoſe Hoſpitals.that.are in; the-Pro- 
vinces 5 what will become of the" Sale, of. Of: 
fices and Elaces: 2: or rather, of. what: uſe.. wi 

they be? and if. that cuſtom. be laidafide as 4 

ſeems: but; reaſonable it. ſhauld:.. The -Qthcers, 
t of whoſe, Eſtates confilt in that Merchan- 
ize, ought at leaſt ro-be reymburſed-in- part of 
the Sum.; which. they laid out - to-buy. them, 
and. ſo the. People muſt be.vexed by the railing 
- thoſe Sums for a. great many, years,. It, was 
judged before the War, that the Stock of all.the 

of the Kingdom did. amount. to.above 

1200 millions of Livers,. and it has increaſed 
ſince at:leaſt2oaMillions, I. mean the Offices.of 
Judicature,, Funances, and, Civil; Government, 
and all others, whether they, depend uponiany 
of thoſe, three Qcders, or otherwile.: 4 believe: 
indeed, that moſt of thoſe gre bought them, 
would. willingly.ſell them again, if they; could, 
far the..qth or 5th part ,of-, what. they. gave. for 
them, becauſe the ſaid\Qffices, baing; themvery; 
little: profit; and; that -they.- judge they. will 
bring them: leſs. hereafter, -belides. that, they 
ſerve for a-pretence to/the King todemand, ever 
and anon;conliderable Sums. of Money, from. 
the Pefleſlors..under | the. different names. of 
Taxes, Loans, Increaſe of- Wages, or Additions- 
of. new. Rights; and: Prerogatives. to the, Of- 
fices. ROO, are iny. -poſſeiipy of, and-luch- 


like 
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like 3. But if ſo be the King had a:mind to re- 
imburſe them the4th or 5th part of what they 
laid out in the purchaſe of them, where ſhould 
thoſe 3.or 400 Millions be found? eſpecially 
if we-conſider that the King Owes vaſt Sums 
to his: Subjects, that have been,borrowed upon 
his own account, which, 'tis like, will never be 
paid them again?Qn theother fade,if the Sale of 
Places:and Offices continues to have its courſe, 
and if fo be the Places remainin as greatnum- 
bers as they areat this day, or were before the 
Warzthere will be no-proportion-between that 
huge multitude; of-Offices, andſmall number of 
SubjeRs;much leſs between ſucha number of Of. 
ficers-and-the Peoples Wealth or Abilities, whick 
will -be diminiſhed:not only one half, but a- 
bove three 4ths, taking all the Kingdom in ge- 
neral,as I ſhall ſhew hereafter:So many Offices 
would be;an intolerable Opprefſion to a Peo- 
ple ſo ruined ; and it would be altogether 
impoſſible that thoſe Officers could ſublift in 
. fuch,great numbers, no not eventhe half of 
them, Every body knows, that as the King 
Aold their Places very dear, they think them- 
ſelves authorized to improve-them .as:much 
as they can, per fas & nefas, and:though they 
had gotten no more but the Intereft of their 
Money every year, at twenty years purchale, 
it would have amounted to 7 Millions of Li- 
vers. But I think we may boldly affirm, that 
they-doubled it at leaft, for thoſe Gentlemen 
for- the moſt part did;not give away:their you 
Ok an 
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and time for nothing The Author of the 


Jaſt Will of- Mr. Colbert, whether he -bethe 


late Deceaſed Colbert, or any other Ingenious 
Man, afſures ys, that the Officers of Judicature 
alone did get from the People's Subſtance a- 
| bove zco Millions yearly. Icannot tell whe- 
ther he aggravates the Matter or no, but be 
how it will. one may ſee by this; that Iam 
moderate, when I reckon only 1240 Millions of 
Livers, for what the ſame Officers with thoſe 
of the Finances and Civil Government, did raiſe 
together from the People. Ido nor here in- 
clude the Sallaries which the King is bound 'to 
oive them for the Executing thoſe Offices, for 
belides that they are incontiderable, and but 
ill paid too; they are obliged in order to ſe- 
cure the ſame to their Familys, to pay to the 


King the Annual Right, as they call it, every. 
year,which 1s very near as much as the Sallery. 
promiſed them; and which is alſo very pleaſant, 


the King oft-times will not diſcount for the Sal- 
laries he owes them, ſo that they are forced to 
pay the Annual Right exactly,or iofe their Places, 


But after all this, what ſhall we do with, 


that numerous Army of Exa&tors, Tax-men, 
Collectors, and other miſchievous Tools be- 
longing to the: general and particular Farmers 
of the Impoſts ; which, as 1 faid already, were 


reckoned formerly to be about 109 thouſand 


in number, thro' all the Kingdom, but are De- 
«creaſed very.much ſince this War, by reafon 
fof the People's Diminution and Poverty 3 fo 
7” | | that 
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that they cannot now bear the charges of 


| Maintaining ſo great a number of them. That 


ſort of People formerly coſt as much as all 
the Armies both by Land and Sea, tho' the 
King did not give a Farthing of his own for 
their Maintenance z for his Revenues were 
brought into his Coffers free, and without any 
coſts, to the Sum of above 1 32 Millions of Li- 
vers yearly, beſides the extraordinary Impoſts 
which he did raiſe now and then, according 
to his fancy,as well in time of Peace as of War, 
I confeſs thoſe Caterpillars are not fo nu- 
merous at preſent, and I believe they may be 
decreaſed one half in number, but however, 
they are ſtill very chargeable to the People. 
VVho then can imagine that the Kingdom will 
be able after the Peace to bear ſuch a vaſt ex- 
penſe> I do not mention the other Miſchiefs 


j of all kinds, which thoſe Collectors did per- 
| petrate, as Frauds, Extorſions, Unjuſtices, Vi- 
-| olences and Rapines, which they did commit 


then, and no doubt do ſtill upon People of all 
Ranks and - Conditions, being ' ſupported and 
authorized therein by the Miniſters of State, 
and by the Intendants, even in thoſe Caſes 
where the King's Service was not concerned. 
Does any Man believe that the King will con- 
ſent to the diminiſhing of his Houthold and 


| Armies by Land and Sea, in: proportion to 


the decreaſe of 'his People and their riches? 
I do indeed think thar he will be obliged todo 
it, againſt his VVill, but not to ſuch a degree 
Tos £4 & 3 as 


S. 
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as may be neceſſary. VVho will oblige him 
to be contenred with 20 or 3o Millions of Li- 
vers yearly, and with 3oor 4o thouſand Men 
in his Garrifons, which would be very con- 
venient, to the end the people might breath 
a little > V Vhoſhall perjuade him to abandon 
all his Conqueſts, which are fit only to depo- 
pulate his Kingdom, and cannot fail to re- 
kindle the fire of V Var again very ſuddenly? 
But all that 1 have ſaid hitherto of the 
Miſchiefs which I fore-fee will befal the King- 
com after a Peace, 1s nothing in compariſon 
of the Cruel VVar, which Creditors w-l 
declare againft their Debtors; for 'tis proba- 
ble, that on. the footing whereon all the E- 
ſtates of the Kingdom now ſtand,that is to ſay, 
the 82 Millions of Acres which arein it ; 'tis 
probable, I ſay, that the Lands, Houſes, Per- 
tonal Eftatesand Offices, will not be ſufficient 
to pay all the Debts contracted upon them, or 
with which they are charged ; So that 'tis un- 
avoidable, that, after the Peace, be it made 
how it will, but that an innumerable multi- 
tude of people will be ſtript of all they have: 
For all the Stocks in the Kingdom, taken in 
general, will not be worth the 4th part, nor 
perhaps the 8th or the 1oth of what they were 
30 years ago. . So that Debtors or Creditors, 
muſt neegs be ruined, or at leaſt they muſt loſs 
the greateſt part of their Eſtates; there is no 
medinm for it; and that which is worſe, both 
the one and the other will be rvined/atonce z 
; : | k TILE : For 


LIMI 
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For if © be the" Creditor is not paid, he will 


be reduced to' Begpery, his Eftate conſiſting 
in Debts, if paid, 'the Debtor muſt be ruined, 

and yet the Debt not perhaps fully paid. For 
example, a Debtor may have one Land-Eſtate, 
or more, which was worth a hundred thou- 
ſand Crowns before the VVar, and upon this 
he hath contrated-a Debt of 25 or 3o thou- 
fand Crowns , whereas his Land-Eſtate at 
preſent is worth but 20 thouſand Crowns, 

what then will become of himand' his Fami- 
ly in caſe he pays his Debts, which amount 
to 3o thouſand Crowns ? And incaſe he pays 
them not, what will become of his Creditor ? 
Another example may be this; A Man who 


. was formerly a wealthy Man, has lent, ſu 


20: thouſand Crownsto one or ſeveral ons, 
and at another time has borrowed of ſome bo- 
dy 10 thouſand Crowns; if that Man hasany 
means left him, his Creditors will oblige him 
to pay the 10 thouſand Crowns that he is ow- 
1ng to them, and if ſo be his Debtors arenot 
folvent he is utterly ruined, forthe reſt of his 
Eſtate, that might be worth formerly 40 or 50 
thouſand Crowns, has been ſold'for 10 thou- 
ſand,which he gave to his Creditors;or ne 
for 5 thouſand: For, to ſay - the tru 
not think the real Eftatescan be ſold in Fence 
hereafter, for above the 10 part of what they 
were worth zo years ago ; 'Tis the fame with 
Offices, * which many have purchaſed with 
, Vorroued Money, and have RL their 
C 4 Offices 
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Offices to the Perſons who lent the Mon > 


which the value is alſo prodigjouſly fallen, 


general, there were very few perſons, —_— | 
of the Richeſt, who had moſt owing them, but 
they were alſo owing ſomething to others. In 


particular, almoſt all the great ones of the 
Kingdom were drowned in Debts, even be- 


fore the War, and a great number of others of 


all Conditions, bad alſo obtained from the 
King , Letters of State, as they call them, 
in order to. be diſcharged from paying their 
Debts, under colour, that they, or their Bro- 
thers, or Children did ſerve the King which 
Debts being not paid, neither Principal nor 
Intereſt, are every day multiplying ad rnfinitum, 
when atthe ſame. time their Land-Eſtates are 
deſtitute of Husbandmen and Cattle, and their 
Houſes falling to Ruine. I ask again, what 
muſt become of. ſoa many People, both Credi- 
tors and Debtors, who will, |by this means, be 
brought to deſpair > and beſides 'tis certain, 
that Lawyers, whoſe numbers are extreamly 


increaſed. fince this War, and who have been 


exhauſted by Taxes, and are thereby. become 
greedy and famiſhed, will deyour and ſwallow 
up both Creditors and: Debtors, ſince they did 


ever ſo, even when:they Were In- a proſperous 


condition. 4” 
I further ask, what will " ARES of the 4 or 


500 thouſand Soldiers, who. cither-never had 
.any, Eſtates, or. have loſt them by the Common -. 
T4 of the Kingdoms: and: who Reg | 
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Violence-and Rapine in a Nation . ſo. mpch 
| deſolated and ſhattered, and where all things 


will ſtand in Confuſion? For the King will be 
forced, againſt his will, to diſmiſs at leaſt three 
parts of them. They will certainly become 
as many Rapparees,, who will not fail of 
Trooping together in order to Pillage and 
Plunder [owns and Borroughs, or ſerve as In- 
ſtruments to the Princes of the Blood, and 
other Grandees of the Kingdom, and to all 
thoſe who may perhaps be diſcontented with 
the Elevation of  Lews's the XIV. Baſtards, or 
their own Condition; and by this means 
kindle a Civil War 1n the Kingdom. 

* * So that it appears evidently by what I have 
hitherto repreſented;that Lewi the XIV.is none 
of that ſort of Conquerours, who Inrich 
and People their Native Countries by their 
Conqueſts ſince he has waſted and ruined his 
Kingdom by the fame. Other Soveraigns are 
wont in their neceſſary Wars to imploy but a 
very ſmall part of their Subjeds, in compariſon 
of thoſe-who remain at home; and te: ſpend 
but a {mall Portion of their Peoples Revenues, 
and not their Stock, eſpecially when aQing' of- 
fenſively ;/but he on the contrary, maintains 
4 or 5co thouſand Men in his Armies, while 
above half the Land in the Kingdomis Until- 
led for wantof Men ;-and' hath already con- 
ſumedin this War the half. of his People, and 
above * three parts 'of the .' Subſtance 'of his 


| Kingdom, as1 ſhall ſthew'hereafter more par- 


ticularly: 
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ticularly : Infomuch that if all the Revenues 
of the Kingdom,as well as that which iproceeds 
from Real and Ferſonal Eſtates, as that which 
proceeds from Induſtry , were worth a thou- 
{and Millions of Livers yearly, as I conceive 
they were 3o years ago, they are not worth 
above 3oo, or at the utmoſt 400 Millions at 
preſent. 


W_ —_— _ A — 


CHAP I. 


A more PunFual and Particular Account of the 
preſent Condition of FR AN CE. 


E come now to a more particu- 
lar & larger Account of the pre- 
ſent and paſt value of all Eſtates 


| in Franceand ſhall endeavour to 
diſcover, if poſſible, what difference there 
may probably be between their value zo years 
ago, and their valueat this day. I have ſaid 
already, that I did not think, that the Reve- 
nues of all Eſtates, Real and Perſonal, of the 
Kingdom, taken 1n general , did amount now 
in clear Money, Repairs being paid, 'to above 
the third part of what they did- amount to 
30 years ago, tho' there may be in' ſome parts 


' of the Kingdom, near the Frontiers, ſome 


Lands and Houſes, which 'may yield-as much - 
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or more Revenue mow than they did former- ' 
ly: And 1 ground my Judgment upon a, 
that the one half of the Men are 

are employed in the War, and that the half 
of thaſe who are left are unprofitable 'for 
Husbandry, and all forts of Trade, fo that 
ſtrialy ſpeaking, there 1s not remaining the 
third part of the Men fit for work, which there 
were 3oyearsago in theKingdom ; I ground 
what I ſay upon this, that the moſt part of the 
Lands are untilled, and Houſes foriaken, and 
even whole Towns, Borroughs, Villages and 
Pariſhes deferted in many p'aces. of the King- 
dom; fo that Trade is interrupted bath within 
and without the Nation ; all the Manufactures 
are ata low Ebb; all Arts decayed, and Mo- 
ney is ſcarce ; ſo that there 1s little conſumpti- 
on of Commodities; there is great want of 
Cattle,as well for number as for kind, Horſes 
fit for Husbandry, are extreamly dear and 
ſcarce; The Farmers are exhauſted by the 
enormous Taxes laid upon them, which at laſt 
falls heavy upon the Proprietorof the Land, 

and makes his Eſtate to be worth ſo much the 
leſs; there is alſo great ſcarcity of Farmers, and 
all ſorts of Labourers z; they are extreme poor, 
and being ill maintained, they. are the lefs able 
to work:The multitude of Beggars inthe King- 
dony is incredible, and ſeveral amongſtthem 


. commit Robberies,. and Steal away the Fruits 


of the Country, - and whatever they'can catch 


J- beter; being unwilling to work, 'and:live 


 n_ 
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alwaysat the charges of the Country. The 
Kingdom is ſpoiled andruined by the Mar- 
ches, Countermarches , Quarterings, and Rob- 
beries of Soldiers, Troopers, Recruits, Mil- - 
litia, Ban and Rear-Ban. The Taxes laid upon 
all Proprietors of Lands and Houſes under 
ſeveral denominations, areexcefhive, and force 
them to ſell their Cattle, and Houſhold-Goods, 
and do diſable them from managing their E- 
ſtates to the beſt advantage, and from helping 
and relieving their Farmers, and Peaſants, 
and bring them often to Deſpair. . 

I do not queſtion but this Article may find 
Oppoſition, and that many will hardly believe 
the Eſtates in France to be ſo much fallen, but 
they areat liberty to Judge what they think 
fit : *'Tis true, very few of the Owners are 
ſincere enough to acknowledge the Degree of 
the Decay of their Eſtate, and they fancy 'tis a 
piece of Prudence not to do it, becauſe it 
would not help them in the leaſt, but rather 
tend to the ruine of their Credit; and that 
beſides there being almoſt no Lands lett for 
want of Farmers, they cannot well tell what 
Revenue they yield them at preſent, but every 
one gets outof them all thathe can to live on, 
without being able to ſay what they are worth, 
Moſt . Lands are. now managed: by Servant- 
Maids, and ſome old lame Servant-Men, who 
do the beſt they are able. Moreover, there are 
ſeveral Lands and Houſes Farmed, whoſe Poſ- 
{cſlors being ruined by the War, ' and Sa 
an 
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and the ſmall price of Corn and Fruits, turn 
Bankrupt every days I reckon that for loſt. 
And tho! there were a ſufficient number of Peo- 
ple fir to be Farmers,yert as they ſee no proſpect 
of anend” to this War, and that the Kings E- 
miffaries are always upon the catch to take 
hold of all Money, where-ever they can diſ- 
cover-it, they dare not take any thing in hand 
at this hard time; but chuſe rather*to be look- 
ed upones worth nothing at all. 

And further, tho' the Eftates had-not been 
realy Decayed ſo much-as to the Revenue, yet 
they muſt have Diminiſhed as much in the 
real value ; and that fo much the more, that 
the great number of Women, who Cultivate 
at preſent-much Land, and theſmall number 
of Men remaining, Decreafes every day by 
death, without any hopes that their numbers 
ſhould be filled up again by Generation, for 
want of Marriages z -So- that there'will be a 
great want of People in that reſpe&, ſomeyears 
hence z And altho'the Peace were made to day, 
France muſt continually Decreaſe in its num- 
bers of People, rill-there be an 'equality be- 
tween the number of Men and Women, and 
that by att Univerſal Change of the ſeverity 
of the Government, they may be induced to 
marry,-as formerly they did, and ſo Re-people 
the Kingdom by degrees. 

So that Il'muſt be of Opinion, oppoſe it who 
will,that all the Lands:aad Perfonal-Eſtates in 
the Kingdom of France,donot at this day,yield 
in 
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in Revenues or Anaual Profit, above:the third 
part of what they ..did formerly, high A- 
mounts, Fs be, to 430. Millions of Livers, 
or there abouts, whereas .they might bring 


in 30 years ago, about 400 Millions of Livers. | 


I am-confirmed m this. opinion bythe .Eſtima- 
tion. made of the Revenue-of m_ Real and 
Perfonal-Eftates in Englond, which I find to 


be x6. Millions Sterling,per aunam, or '200 and 
eight Millions of Livers, , #0 whichERimation | 


Ladhere, tho' I am of ;opinion. that-at/preſent 
the Revenue of the ſaid Eſtates may .amount-to 
above 18 Millions Sterling;becauſe the product 
1s worth more now,than'twas befare the War, 


that diverſe improvements. have .been made 
for theſe ſeveral years paſt, and that.the Pro- 


fit of, Perſonal Eſtates increaſe likewiſe : daily. 


Letus-corne 1now to the ardiculare of - this 


Compariſon. 

There be, as Lſaid, in the Kingdom of 
France $2 Millions .of oe! and in Zingland 
about zo, at the ſame meaſure, that-is to ſay, 


there is almoſt 3 tumes -as much. Ground in 


France, as.in En . Av flince England; is in re- 
ſpect to France, but as4 t0-4.1. 

Of thoſe 82 Millions of Acres, which are 
in:Fraxce, about 16 Millions muſt be deducted, 
asalſo about-6 Millions 'of the, zo.in England, 
Which in both Kingdoms conſiſt 1a Lands,that 
may-be called unprofitable, ' becauſe they pro- 
duce little or nothing, .as Rivers, :Heaths , 


High-Ways Rocks, Sands ,Down » Banks | 
: of . 
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of the Sea, Rivers, Merafles, and other ſuch 
Barren. Grounds. 

Thoſe 24: Millions of Acres are. valued i Ub 
England at $ Millions Sterling, of yearly Re- 
venue ,, that is to ſay, at 6s. and 84dper 
Acre, one with. another, by adding thereto 
the Lands, called Unproſuoble, tho! tony: are not 
abſolutely ſo. 

I ſay, that” tis not likely the Lands i in Jrona 
ſhould have ever-been worth fo, much; ever 
when they were moſt valuable, as:in Eng/and 
from the, time that both Kingdoms were. Peo- 
pled, and have drivenany Sea-T radein Exropey 
becauſe Lands in Franceare generally ftiore 
remote.from- the Sea than they arein England, 
and conſequently their'Foreign-T rade,and the. 
exportation of their produd is leſs, becauſe the 
Enghiſh Gevernment is alſo Milder than that of 
France,and- that the Poprſh Religion-is extream- 
ly contrary/to the improvement of Lands, and 
the welfare of a Nation, as I ſhall demonſtrate 
in its proper place. Beſides, the Soil in France 
is generallylefs fruitful thanin England; nor. is 
it ſo-plentiful in Paſtures, which: are: the beſt 
of alk Land-Eſtates. - There be in France few' 
Coal Pits,no Tin,Copper,or LeadiMines,where- 
as there are many in; England, without /men- 
tioning that England has: been - always: more 
populous:than France; as I ſhall juſtifie it, and 
as follows naturally from-the- Reaſons which 'F 
have. produced already,;befides a: great many: 
others-which ſhall-find ropm in-a more con- 
ventent place, For 
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For thoſe Reaſons the Land-Eſtates muſt: 
needs have always been more valuable gene- 
rally in England than in France ; and I verily 


believe they never exceeded in France, even in 


the time of their greateſt Proſperity, the value 
of 16 Millions: Sterling, of yearly 'Revenue. 


Had they been worth-as'much -proportionably' 


as thoſe in England, where ;3o Millions of 
Acres afe valued, as I have ſaid, at'8 Millions 
Sterling, of yearly Revenue, then the'82 Mil- 
lions of-- Acres in France, ſhould have 'been 
worth 22 Millions. Nerling, of Jourey Re- 
venue. - 

According to that Eftimation, the Reve- 
nues of all the Lands in France can never have 
exceeded, even in the beſt times, 16 Millions 
- Sterling, or 208 Millions of Livers ; and1 ant 
' willing toſuppoſe they 'might amount-to that 
Sum 30' years ago, tho' I can hardly believe it. 
But becauſe for many+years, the Revenue of 
Lands hath been Decreafing, and eſpecially 
fince this War, I ſuppoſe it is not worth now 
above the: third part of what it was worth 
30 years apo, and dare fay, that the faid 82 Mil- 
lions of Acres are not: worth at preſent above 
5 Millions and a half Sterling, or 72 Millions 
of Livers'yearly, that is-to- ſay, mer t $. 8 d; 

Here, onewith another. 

No body. ought to be ſurprized at this Eſti- 
mation, ſeeing in*lretand,' where” Land is ge- 


nerally better than- in Fronce , and 'nearer 
the Sea, where there is a free. Trade, and. 


which - 
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manner, by keeping theſame proportion which 
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which is almoſt as populous proportionably, 
as France is at this day, ſince 'tis probable 
there 1s not above the third part more People 
in France, ' proportionably to its bignefs, than 
there are in Ireland, as I ſhall ſhew 1n its pro- 
per place ; in /reland, I ſay, the Acre of Land 
is not valued, one with another, a Shilling 


per 4nnum, although it abounds with Paſture. 


Grounds, which are the moſt profitable of 
any, and the moſt eafie to be managed. 

We ought to makethe ſame Judgment of 
the Revenue of Houſes:in France proportion- 
ably, viz. That it is alſo fallen two thirds, and 
thar ſo much the more, becauſe, tho' they be 
Lininhabited or fallen in their Rent, the re- 
pairs are the ſame, or greater than formerly; 
but let us grant, that their value holds the 
ſame proportion with the Houſes in England, 
as do the Lands of both Kingdoms reſpectively. 

I ſhall not value them in particular here, 


but ſhall joyn them to the Perſonal-Eftates, in 


conjunction ' with which they are Judged to 
be worth 8 Millions Sterling of Revenue, or 
Annual Profit, in England, that is to ſay, as 
much as the Lands. They do not think for 


all they value them fo, that the Perſonal-E- 


ſtates with the Houſes, are equal in worth to 
the value of Lands, as to the price of the 


Principal, but they do value their Profits at 


that rate, becauſe the Intereſt of Perſonal-E- 
ſtates is greater, than that of the real. Inthat 


we 
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we did in reſpe& of the Lands of both King- 
doms ; I fay, holding the ſame proportion 
between the Houſes and Perſonal-Eſtates in 
France,and the Houſes and Perſonal-Eſtates in 
England, theſe ought to be: valued in Frazce, 
at 5 Millions and a half, as well as Lands. 

But it muſt be confeſled, that tho' the Re- 
venues of Houſes ſhould have decayed more 
than thoſe of Lands;yet the Revenues of Per- 
ſonal-Eſtates ought to be more diminiſhed s 
and withal, that this ſort of Goods was never 
worth near ſo much in France, as in England, 
which hath ever had, in that refpe&, a greater 
advantage over France, thanit had in reſpect of 
the value of Lands. 

So that I give a great allowance to France, 
when I value the Revenue of their Houſes and 
Perlonal-Eftates,at 4 Millions and an half Ster- 
ling. And indeed Perfonal-Eſtates, conſiſting 
in Cattle of all kinds, in Furniture of Houſes, 
Silver Conied, and not Coined, Jewels, Mer- 


chandizes, Ships, &sc, any Man may eaſily ſee, 


1n running over all thoſe Species, that they 
are much lefs than formerly, and that the 
— of them are alſo by conſequence, much 
els. 

For Faſt, Cattle are much diminiſhed 3 
there is none left in moſt places, they having 
been fold -to pay Taxes, or Debts, and the 
Farms have been abandoned afterwards, and 
where there 1s any Cattle, there is far 
from being enoughb,and what they haves poor, 


weak, 
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weak, il|-fed, and ill-taken care of, for want 
of Servants z and they are worth but lite? 
Money, becauſe of the want of Eaters, and 
the want of Money too 3 Thereare very few 
Horlſes left, the War having deſtroyed almoſt 
all of 'em, and the People being not able to 
bring them up, by Reaſon of their Poverty. 
'Tis true, they are ſold dear, but that is an 
aggravation of the People's Miſery, ſeeing tis 
their Scarcity which 1s the cauſe of it, and - 
that they cannot be wanted neither, and yet 
the people are not able to buy them ; For this 
Reaſon ſeveral Lands are left Untilled, v:z. In 
all the Plain Provinces, where they want Hay 
for Oxen, and muſt needs make uſe of Horſes, 


' or Mules,who feed moſt upon Straw,and Oats. 


As to other Perſonal-Goods, it is eafie to con- 
ceive, that 'ris yet worſe : As for example,As to 
Furniture of Houſes and Houſhould-Goods, no 
body is now curious in them, & what is worſe, 
very few buy any New ones ; becauſe there is 
ſuch a quantity of Old, that they may be had 
almoſt for nothing : As for Money, every body 
knows there is little in the Kingdom, and con- 
ſequently it brings no profit to them,who keep 
it, eſpecially there being no Trade, and if it 
be lent to the King, or diſcovered by him any 
way, then 'tis loſt. PIES dhe 
;There is but little Plate and Jewels left in 
the Kin gdom, for none but Great Perſons,ftch - 
as Lords and Ladies, have any; As or Mercan- 
tie-Commodities there are very few Made or 
D a :  Sold-: 
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Sold at preſent. The Store-houſes are all empty; 
Manufactures, 1rade and Arts are all decayed, 
and by Conſequence the Ships bring no pro- 
fit to their Owners neither ; ſo that *tis eaſie 
to conceive, that the Revenue of thoſe Per- 
ſonal-Eftates is yet more fallen than that of 
Lands; the Jillage and Product of which 
can much worlſe be ſpared, than any thing elſe. 
So that all the Revenue of the Kingdom of 
France, both Real and Perſonal, 1s not now 
worth above 1c Millions Sterling, or 130 Mtl- 
lions of Livers, whereas it was probably 
worth near 3o Millions Sterling, or 400 Mil 
lions of Livers, 3o years ago, and fo the Re- 
venve of all-Real and Perſonal-Eftates of France, 
muſt be worth leſs at preſent, by 6 Millions 
Steriing, or 72 Millions of Livers, than the 
Revenues of the ſame Eſtates in England. 

It muſt be obſerved by the way, that the 
Clergy of France poſſeſſes the half of the E- 
ſtates in the Kingdom, that 1s to ſay, about 
35 Millions Sterling, or 2co Millions. of Lt 
vers,of Revenue formerly, and at preſent about 
the third part of that Sum, , or 65 Millions of 
Livers. 

I do not queſtion but many People will be 

rprized at this Computation, whom I will 

4vour to fatisfie,but I deſire leave, Firſt; To 


ende. < ſome Objections, which may be made 
aniwe. mwygints, Si 


to ſome , xample; Some may ask how I make 


. As for e. *Quſhold-Goods, Silver Uncoitied, 
it out that Hh. Jew: 
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Jewels, &c. proJuce any Revenue or Profit ; 
I anſwer, That the uſe which is made of them 
, 1$accounted for as much Revenue, becauſe ei- 
ther they bring ſome Advantage, or elſe are 
an Ornament to thoſe who make uſe of them, 


| as a ſtately Houſe is inſtead of a great Re- 


venue to the Proprietor, tho' he inhabits it 
himſelf, becauſe, if he did lett it out to any 
other Perſons, he would get a great Rent for 
it, and if he did fell it, it would yicld him a 
great Sum of Money, which, laid out at In- 
tereſt, or in Trade, would afford him great 
Profit: It is the ſame with the things in queſtion, 
and with Merchandize, which are Judged to 
bring a good Revenue in the Store-Houſes.and 
in the Shop, becauſe, when the time of Sale 
comes, the Owner has a greater Profit by 
them, than if he had lett out his Money at 
Ordinary Intereſt. If any Man ask further, 
why I have diſtinguiſhed the Revenue of Lands 
from that of Houſes, and « attle, fince Lands 
are not worth any thing without Houſes and 
' Cattle, it being impoſſible to cultivate them 
without thoſe things ? I anſwer as to the firſt, 
that I include with the Lands, the Houſes ne- 
ceſſary for the Habitation of thoſe who man- 
age them, and for the harbouring of their 
Cattle; which cannot belett a part, it being 
known that the Houſes of Husband-men, Far- 
mers and Gentlemen in the Country,make part 
of the Farms, and belong to them. 
The Houſes, or the Revenue of Houſes, . 
TE D 3 __ which 
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which I diſtinguiſhed from thoſe belonging .. 
to Lands, are the Houſes of Cities, Towns and 
Borroughs, and generally all thoſe which are 
lett out without Lands. 

I diſtinguiſh alſo the Revenue of Lands. 
from that of Cattle, becauſe we ſee every day 
Lands lett to Farm, without Cattle, the Farmers 
themſelves furniſh Cattle, and pay ſo much 
the leſs to the Proprietor : For if fo be the Far- 
mer would nat, or could not do it, it would 
te the Proprietor's part to doit, in which caſe | 
the Farmer muft give more for the Land and 
Cattle together, than they would have done 
for the Land alone. Certainly there are very 
few Perſons who do not know this. 

But to return to our Subject, I ſaid, that 
many will be furprized to fee that we value 
the Revenues of France o little, and that we 
prefer the preſent Revenues of Exgland tothem, 
tho” it be not much above the third part of 
France in extent z nay, andaccording to ſome, 
it is leſs than the third part of France, and does 
not exceed the Province of Langzedock in Di- 
mentions. 

They will beamazed likewiſe to find that I 
value the Acre of Land at i s. $ 4. one with 
another, or about 22 French Sols, becauſe they 
know ſome Lands elſewhere, that were worth 
1©, 20, or 3o times more. Others may obje&t 
other things, or ſay, That I have a mind to 
flatter the Engliſh Nation ; but I proteſt, I 
. tpeak according to my own Conſciense z my 
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body knows, I have little Reaſon either to 
admire my Lot in England, or to flatter the 
Nation. But I anſwer further, That every 
one is free to think what he pleaſes concer- 
ning it; I do not pretend that all that I Ad- 
vance is Mathematical Demonſtrations, but 
only Probabilities extraordinary well ground- 
ed, and | dare ſay, That if they had exami- 
ned things as narrowly as I have done, and 
had exerciſed themſelves as much as I have 
exerciſed my felf in that kind of Study, they 
would judge otherwiſe of the matter; but the 
truth is, few or none fet their mind to thoſe 
things, or uſe to conſider them in this method, 
and we are naturally apt to oppoſe that which 
we do not underſtand, or which is againſt 
our prejudicate Opinions. So that I give leave 
to all ſuch who are of that Diſpoſition of 
Mind, to value the preſent Revenues of France 
as much, and the Revenues of England as little 
as they pleaſe. 

Lay further, That it muſt be very unrea- 
ſonable to diſown but that France 1s extraordi- 
narily Depopulated, and that abundance of 
Lands and Houſes have been forſaken , and 
that all the other Calamities which I mention- 
ed, and areconfirmed tous every week by ſe- 
veral Letters, and even by Perſons who come 
from thoſe Parts, ſhould be really true z; cer- 
tainly at this rate all things might be called in 
queſtion. I think there can be no Diſpute 
about the Deſolation of Frauce, but only 
i, TB cs — 
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about the Degree of it. But if it be certain, 
as I advance, that the 2 thirds parts of Men fit 
for work, or at leaſt the half, have periſhed 
in the War, or are dead for want of Necel- 


ſaries, as it ſeems very unreaſonable to deny it ; 


that alone will prove more than I deiire. 

As to the Bigneſs and Extent of both King- 
doms, I confeſs I have not meaſured them, but 
they have been meaſured by others, and I be- 
lieve them ſo much the rather,that I find upon 
the Maps, that it is very Rational, as well for 
the reſpe&tive Quantity and Extent of both 
Kingdoms, as for the proportion u hich I ſup- 
r oſed to be between them and any Man,who 


hath but eyes, may meaſure upon the Geogra- | 


phical Maps, the Extent of both, and judge 


very near of the proportion of the one to 


the other, 

As for what concerns the Eſtimate of the 
Acres in France, which I value at 1 s. 84d. one 
With another at preſent, it is founded partly 
on the proportion which ought to be. between 


the preſent and former valve of the Eſtates in 


France, and partly upon' the Common Eſtima- 
tion.of the Acre of Land in England, which 
is of the ſame Meaſure with that in. France, 
and by compariſon, I conclude from the Rea- 
ſons above. produced, which prove' that Eng- 
land ought to have ever been Richer, and:more 
Populous, and Fruitful than France, and from 


all thoſe which convince us that france 1s | 
gun EE +> and hath loft 'the two 


thirds 
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thirds of all her Men fit for work; I conclude, 
I fay, from thence, that the Acres ought in 
general, to be near upon four times as much 
worth in England at preſent, as in France : [t 
has been vaiued a long time ago at 6's. 8 4. 
the Acre one with another. 1 confeſs there 
may be many places in England where it is 
not worth 2 s. nor perhaps one; but there 
are ſome alſo, where it is valued at 3o'and 
40 times more. - In general, 'tis moſt valuable 
in all Countries near good Sea-Ports, or Head- 
Cities,or Navigable-Rivers;And my Eſtimation 
muſt needs appear reaſonable to all thoſe who 
will be pleaſed to remember what 1 faid above, 


that the Acre in Ireland is not Farmed gene- 


rally,one with another, at above 1o d. or 11 d. 
tho' the Acre is bigger there, than in England, 
and Ireland fruitfuller too, and nearer the Sea 
than France, and belides that, injoyes liberty 
of 'Irade, and pays almoſt no Taxes in com- 
pariſon of what trance pays. 

But ſome may object again, and ask, How 
can your computation ſtand good as to the 
Revenues of France, ſince you ſaid, That the 
French King alone did raiſe every year, even 
in the time of Peace, above 132 Millions of 
Livers upon his People, beſides the Caſual 
or Extrordinary Taxes, which did amount of- 
ten-to 3o, 40, and 50 Millions of Livers more, 
and that the Officers of Judicature, and other 
Civil Officers, did get, one with another, every 
year. at leaſt 140 or 150 Millions of _ 
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from the People ; That the Farmers, general, 
and particular, and other Exacors of the Im- 
politions might coſt the Nation beſides 70 or 
8o Millions more. And that over andabove 
all this, the Church-men alone did poſſeſs near 
200 Millions of yearly Revenue ; without 
mentioning what they cheated the People of 
beſides, and got cunningly by their Subtilties, 
and driving a Trade, of what they call Holy 
Things, which 1 judge, did amount toabove 
30 Millions of Livers more every year. 

For anſwer to this, I fay, firſt, That as the 
King's Revenues, ſolikewiſe the Revenues and 
Gains of all thoſe forts of People, juſt now 
named, did Circulate amongſt all the Subjeas, 
as 1s uſual for the Revenues and Profits of all 
thoſe who compole a Nation z and that as the 
King raiſed Sums upon the Officers of Judi- 
cature, and other Civil Officers,as alſo upon the 
Clergy, and upon the Farmers, and. Exactors 
of the Publick Impofitions, by Ordinary and 
Extraordinary Taxes, and that they had ſo 
much the leſs clear Money by it, theſe People 
did alſo draw in to themſelves the Money of 
thoſe,amongſt whom the King,in the courſe of 
his ordinary Expences, diffuſed his Revenues ; 
I fay, they did draw it in according to their 
reſpective and uſual Ways and' Methods, either 
by Suits at Law, Exactions, or Maſles, or in 
ſome other way. It was the ſame Money 
which did' Paſs and Repaſs by the Week, 
Quarter, or Half-Year, feveral times rough 
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the Hands of all thoſe People; therefore it does 
not follow, that there were 5 or 6co Millions 
of Money in the Kingdom, tho' there was 
more 1n it than in moſt other Countries, net- _ 
ther did all this Money proceed from the Re- 
venue of the Real and Perſonal-Eſtates ; but 
chiefly from the Revenue and Profits of the 
induſtry of the Subjects. 

For as to the King's Revenues, 'tis known 
that a great part of the Impolitions in France, 
are not laid on the Real Eſtates, but conſiſt in 
Excifes upon all things generally which the 
People conſume, as well for Diet and Cloath- 
ing, as for other Uſes, and not upon the Re1l 
or Perſonal-Stocks only. The Revenues did 
conſiſt alſo in Cuſtoms.orTaxes,upon all things 
Imported or Exported out of the Kingdom , 
Provinces, Cities and Towns, 6c. 

As for the Subjets of the Kingdom, the 
Profit of the People's induſtry diffuſed it ſelf 
likewiſe amongſt all People, by the ſame Me- 
thod of Circulation. | 

It muſt be known alſo that the Profits of in- 
duſtry in a diligent Nation, and indifferently 
populous, does amount almoſt to twice as much, 


as all the Revenues of Real and Perſonal E- 


ſtates. 

I will make this Intelligible by a Familiar 
Example;We have often ſeen in #rance,and the 
ſame may be obſerved every where elſe, by 
conſidering Men ; we have ſeen, I ſay, Lands 
Farmed at 3 or 400 Livers per Aunum, pay as 

much 
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much to the King for the. Tazle and: Impoſztion 
on Salt, and yet main:ain both the Farmer's 
Family and Servants. it was not the Money 
which the Proprietor received -of his Farm, 
and which is properly the Revenue of the 
Land, that payed the ſaid Taxes, maintained 
all thoſe Perſons, and furniſhed them with all 
ſorts of Neceſlaries, but their Labour. Here 
follows another Example. 


They commonly value all the Corn ſpent in 
England at 10 Millions Sterling, one year with 
another, reckoning W heat at 5 5s. the Buſhel, 
and Barly at 2 s. and other Grains propor- 
tionably, and yet the Revenue of all the 
Lands is valued only at 8 Millions Sterling 
and the Cartle, and all other things conſumed 
out of the Native Product are worth the 
double. Now if the Labour of them, who 
employ themſelves only about Husbandry , 
makes ſuch a produ, how much more will 
the Labour of Mechanicks and Artiſts do it,and 
yet, the product of Manufactures and Mines 
is ſtill greater, -but the profits of thoſe who 
are Employed by Sea, either in Fiſhing , 
Coaſting, or a Forreign Trade 1s the greateſt 
of all 


In a Populous and Trading Country, the 


Revenue of Lands, Induſtry, and Profit ought 
to be greater than in other Places, for theſe 
things hold a ſympathy together z the one 
helps the other ; for when Arts, REA 
an 
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and Trade'thrive, the Revenue of Real and 


Perſonal-Eſtates increaſes, becauſe Money be- 
comes more Common and Currant 3 ' the 
Countrey grows more and more Populous, 
and more Proviſions, and other things necel- 
fary to Vankind are ſpent : And likewiſe 
when Eſtates augment in Revenue, the Manu- 
facurers, Artiſts, Labourers, &'c. are more 
Employed , and every one has more where- 
upon to Live, and the Country grows Richer 
and Richer. 


To make Application of this to my Subje&, 
and to continue in the Compariſon I' made of 
the Real and PerſonalEſtates,- and of the 
Revenue of both the Kingdoms of France and 
England, I will adventure to ſay, That the 
Profits: of Induſtry ever ought to have been 
greater in England than in France, by Reaſon 
of the Proteſtant Religion, which encourages 
Induſtry, and Trade more than Popery, which 
15 deſtru&ive to them, as I ſhall ſhew 5; as alſo 
by Reaſon of the multitude of Mines, which 
we'have mentioned already, the proximity of 
the Sea, the Forreign Trade, Fiſhery, of which 
the Profits are very great ; and the Salary and 
Wages of thoſe imployed therein, being more 
conſiderable, and their number much greater 


- in England, than in' France. For in Countries 


more remote from the Sea, as France is gene- 
rally compar'd with England, there are not fo 
many Men of this fort whoſe Labour and 
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Timeare ſo well rewarded,for generally fpeak- 
ing, thoſe who work about building of Ships 
and all other things belonging to, Shipping, 
either for Men of War or Trading-Ships, earn 
three or four times as much as Common-La 
bourers do; It muſt be confidered that there 


are above a hundred different Trades that re- 


late to Sea, whoſe Workmen get proportiona- 
bly to the Profits made by Navigation, Sea- 
Trade,'or Fiſhing. There are in England four 
Men of that kind to one in France; tho' France 
is, as I have ſaid often, almoſt z times as big 
as England. This Article alone makes a great 
difference between the Profits of Induſtry in 
the two Kingdoms. For one cannot imagine 
the advantages which a Country near the Sea 


has over another that is far from it; 1f it were |, 


but for the Tradeand carriage of heavy Mate- 
rials, which are a notable part of the Trade, 
and without which none can be managed at 
all ; as are Timber and Wood, for Work or 
for Fire, and Minerals, Stones, Chalk ; Sand, 
Glaſs, Bricks, Earthen Pots, wrought or un- 
wroughr Iron, Coals, Turts, Butter, Cheeſe, 
Hemp, Flax, Wool, Salt, Wine, Beer, Syder, 
Corn, Tallow, &'c. For the Profit and Time 
of thoſe who are imployed about carrying 
ſuch things in a Country remote from Sea, 
comes almoſt to nothing, and yet the number 
of thoſe, who either tranſportand carry them, 
or Trade with 'em, is prodigions, ia ſuch a 
large Country as France z whereas in England 


the | 
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the Proximity of the Sea makes the Trade of 
all thoſe things to be very Profitable and kafie, 
and the conſumption of the ſame to be much 
greater, becauſe they are cheaper, which is an 
encouragement to Propagation ; and then there 
are not ſomany imployed about carrying them 
pr jonably as in France, becauſe of the 
facility of the carriage by Water, which cauſes 
thoſe imployed in them to get the more for 
their Labour and Time. 

As to Manufactures, tho' France had the.ad- 
vantage of England, in regard of ſeveral Ma- 
nufactures, yet I dare fay,that that of Wool a- 
lone in England did- imploy more People pro- 
portionably, than did all thoſe in Fraxce,except 
that of Linnen-Weavers, which is a work very 


, unprofitable; and beſides that, there are ſeve- 


5 wma Manfactures alſo practiſed in Eng- 
land. 

There's another thing that may alſo convince 
us, that the Engizſb People did in general ges 
more Profit by their Induſtry, than the French 
proportionably : which 1s this, that in London, 
which is almoſt twice as Big and Populous as 
Peres, the Capital City of a Kingdom, 3 times 
as big, as 1 have ſaid often, than Englend is ; ia 
London, I ſay, Trades-men, and almoſt all forts 

 Workmen get in general, twice as much 

apes as they do at Pars, 

The ſame will be evident alſo, if we confi- 
der that in this Country, which ought to have 
been at all times xicher than Franee propor- 

_ -  nomny 


Ce NN EEE ES 
>, re tne 
tn 21 WEL os yay Ay, tones hn 


6 
*10- 20 > je he F1:p0are "- 


__ 
— —— —— — 


Kingdom to that lamentable condition, where- 
| | in 


48 The D-ſolatim and Ruine 


tionably to their reſpe&ive bigneſs, the people 


pays ordinarily no Taxes or very ſmall ones, 
and conſ-quently the Sums which are unpro- 


fitabiv imployed in France abuut rnaintaining 
'great Armies of Soldiers and Exactors ; and 


many other ſuch Caterpillers, as before men- 
tioned, which are all idle and troubleſom to 
the Working fort of People ; thoſe ſums, I 
fay, are ſpent in England upon things which 
proceed from Man's induſtry, whether they be 
neceſlary, or only for Ornament or Delight; 
which cauſes the Engliſh Nation to ſpend more 
than any other Nation does therein, and con- 
ſequently Induftry muſt needs be more- profi- 
table there; than any where elſe ; 'Not to 
mention here the greater number of Holy» 
days which they have in France, as alſo a great 


number of . People uſeleſs for work, of winem 


I have ſpoke already, &c. 
But notwithſtanding all this, we'"mu't confeſs 
there was a conſiderable time when the French 


Nation got very much by its Induſtry, and 


by their Manfactures ſo much Deſired of their 
Neighbours,and for that-reaſon very noxious to 


England i in particular ; 'tis true, that time did 
not laſt above 4o or 50 years, neither did the 


faid Manufactures take always at the ſame rate; 
during that time the French King did give 
Laws to his Neighbours,and made all Chriſtian 
Europe (not the Mahometan) to tremble un- 
der him ; till his Ambition has brought - his 
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| init is at preſent, .and which grows every day 


warſe and worſe; During thoſe 40 or 50 years, 
I do believe that the Revenue of the French 
Induſtry did go beyond the Revenue of the 
Real and PerſonaLEftates, and that if the laſt 
did amount to 400 Millions, the Profits of the 
Peoples Induſtry could be worth no leſs than 
600 Millions of Livers. So that 'tis not ſo 
much to be wondred at, if the French King 
and the reſt of the Blood-ſuckers we ſpoke 
of before, did. raiſe the great Sums already 
mentioned in that Kingdom. At preſent, thoſe 
Revenues and Profits of Induſtry, are atleaſt 
as much Decreaſed, as thoſe of their Real and 
Perſonal-Eſtates. For there are but few Work- 
ing-men left, and no Work for them to do, un- 
leſs it be about the Manuring of a little Lands, 
wherein there is not much to be got, ſince 
the Arts, Manufa&ures, and Trade have De- 
creaſed ſo much. 

- So that there is reaſon to admire how that 
People can till ſubſift, which I ſhall diſcover 
anon, But I muſt firſt ſhew, how we may 
come to the knowledge of the true Value of 
the Induſtry of a Nation. —_ 

' To comprehend well the Effet and Profit 
of the Labour of a People, the Number of 


ive] Souls who compoſe a Nation, the Revenue of 


all its Eſtates Real and Perſonal, and the Year- 


.| ly Expenſe of the whole People muſt be 
> & known. 
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For example, we faid that the Revenue of | 
all theEftates Real and Perſonal in England, F < 
were worth 16 Millions Sterling,and *tis com- || 1 
monly ſuppoſed there are 6 Millions of Souls in'f} E 
it. To make a due Computation of that Peo- | t 

le's Expenſe, a Medium muſt be found of the | {| 
ixpenſe of eachSoul one with another. Then F © 
we muſt ſec to what the whole will amount, } * 
and what goes beyond the 16 Millions Ster- | 9 
ling, will be the Revenue or Profit of the In- 
duſtry and Labour of the Nation. 1 think no |} 1 
tetter Ru'e can be found fer it, than that of Þ Ve 
the Expenſe of a Journey man in the Ccun-Y © 
iry. Such a man's Salary 1s commonly $8 pence | © 
a day, if he maintains himſelf, or 4 pence if} 
he be maintained ; and ſo his Food amounts to} Of 
2 ſhillings per week, or 5 pound Sterling, and: Jc 
4 ſhill. per annum, For Cloaths, Lodging, and {© 
the reſt, no leſs can be reckoned than 36 ſhill.: 
ſeeing the Wages of the pooreft Servant-Maid 
in the Country, who gets no more than Food! 
and Rayment, is no leſs, and She ſpends it 
for her Cloaths and Shoes; in all 7 poundy 
according to this, all the Expenſe of the Peo# 
ple of England will amoufit to qz Millions 
Sterling z So that the Profit of the Labour of 
the Feople, at this rate, will be 26 Millions 
Sterling, which is almoſt the donble of the 
Reverme of the Real and Perfonal-Eſtates, 
which are valued only at 16 Millions Stetling, - 


Some perhaps will be aſtoniſhed to ſee that 


we 
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we value at ſo ſmall a rate.the Yearly Expenſe 
of every Soul, vzz. 7 pound Sterling, by rea- 
ſon that they ſee many, who, on their own 
Perſons, ſpend 15, nay, 20 times more, and 
that the People of England does in particular 
ſpend much more than any People whatſa- 
ever. And I own,that I have had ſome thoughts 
e | to put a higher Eſtimate upon the Expenſes 
of each perſon, one with another ;z but after, 
having well pondered and examinedall things, 
I found it beſt to adhere to the Opinion of a 
very underſtanding Man, whom I follow up- 
on that .Subje&t, and indeed, whoever will 
conſider how much the number of the Poor, 
their Wives and Children, does exceed that 
of the Rich, and thatoften one of thoſe poor 
Journey-men maintains a great Family by his 
fole Labour, will judge that ſuch a Journey- ' 
'man's Expenſe may very well ſerve as a Rule 
and Standard for the Expenſe of a whole Na- 
tion taken in general. 

Suppoſe then that the Proportion which we 
have laid down between the worth of the Real 
and Perſonal-Eftates of France, and thoſe in 
England, be well grounded, and that France 
may be ſtill worth 1o Millions Sterling, per an- 
nun, as England is worth 16 without Men's 
Labour z the ſame proportion may be alſo e- 
# ſtabliſhed, between the Profits of the Labour 
3 of both Nations 5 and as we. reckoned the 
JF Preſent Revenue of the Labour in England 
4 at 26 millions Sterling, we may alſo reckon, 
EE 7. according 
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according to the ſame proportion, the Profits5 
of che Labour in France to 15 millions Ster- 
ling : And in that manner, all the Revenues F, 
of France at this day, ſhould amount till toJ \ 
25 millions Sterling, that 1s, as well the Profit 
of their Labour, as the Revenues of Real and 
Perſonal-Eſtates.I profeſs, I do not believe their 
Labour riſes ſo high at this day z and I dare 
venture to ſay, 'tis impoſſible they ſhould, be. 
cauſe above two thirds of the Labouring Men 
are either Dead, or in the Army ;and'l am of 
Opinion, that in ſtritneſs it cannot amount to 
10 MillionsSterling, but I am willing rather 
to allow them more than leſs. | | 
According to theſe Pofitions, the remain- 
ing People in France,who are in number, as we. 
ſuppoſed, about y Millions of Souls, couid not 
ſpend above 3o Livers per annum, or there a- 
bouts, one with another, that is to fay, not ſo 
much as two pence every day. | 
If the Reader has been ſurprized, that I did 
compute' the Enghſh People's Expenſe to be 
only 4 pence every day, one with another,they 
will perhaps be much more ſurprized, that I 
value that of the French People no more than 
2 pence for every working day, or 52 hill. 
per annam, upon which they muſt ſpare-where-. 
withll to maintain rhemſelves) for more than |} | 
a hundred days in the year, viz. Sundays: 
and all their Holy-days, whereas the Engliſh- F 
Man may work when he pleaſes, except Sutt 
days, and a very few other Holy-days.- - Ap | 


EE 


6 
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And yet I proteſt again in fincerity, that I 
donot think the Profit of their Labour goes 


ues 

to 
dfit 
nd 


, fo far, nor that it exceeds,as I have ſaid already, 
\ 10 Millions Sterling, at preſent; but I was 


\ willing to indulge them rather than otherwiſe, 
ſo 1 leave them ſtill at two pence a day. 

'Tis the utmoſt we can put upon the value 

of the French People's Induſtry at this day,for 

a great many Reaſons which I ſhall reduce 

to ſome Heads. 1. The Value of Lands 

and People's Work, could never be ſo high in 

France, as in England, nor their Expenſes by 

good conſequence, for the Reaſons above-men- 

.tioned 3, the Proximity of the Sea ; the Great 
Trade ; the Mildneſs of the Enghſþ Govyern- 

ment-; the Proteſtant Religion, &c. And that 

the People of England ſpent always much more 

than thoſe of France. 2, The Fruitsor Profits 

of the Labour of People could never be fo 

great in France as in England, as I proved be- 

fore. 3. Above the two thirds of the Work- 


f * ing-Ven in France have periſhed one way or 
' other, as I ſaid before, and muſt often repeat 


it, and the exceſs of Miſery, under which that 
People groans, cannot be expreſſed. 4. There 
1s no Trade within or without the Kingdom ; 
Arts and Manufactures are all decayed, and a 
great part of the People are turned rs,&c. 
But becauſe ir Gems to be impoſſible that 
the French People ſhould Live and Subſfiſt at fo 
little Expenſe, I muſt Diſcover how they do it; 
tis by conſuming their Stock, perhaps to the 
25: E 3 valu- 
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value of above 4 or 500 Millions every Year, | 
without reckoning the great and general Detay | 


in all the Stocks and Revenues, cauſed by the © 


Depopulation, "which puts the Kingdom to 
the loſs of more than 2000 Millions yearly, 
during this War, asI could eafily demonſtrate, 
_ Tis not fo much by ſelling away Lands, 
Houſes and Offices, that the People devours 


theſe 4 or F090 Millions of their Stock: (tho! | 


netrigtly, 6b AER ts oo nates Dare gr SE 4+ 1s ww 


they may perhaps ſell ſome* for the oth. 


or 12th part of their former value) as 'tis by 
ſelling away their Houthold-Goods, Cattle, 


and Timber- Wood, their Flate and Jewels 


when there is any,or lending to thoſe who will | 


never pay, or by borrowing, giving or taking | 


to truſt, either their Money or Commodities, | 


Labour or Time; by not paying their old 


Debts, which is a general Diſeaſe in all the 
Kingdom, and makes up a.dreadful Article ; : 
or by ſelling and quitting their actual Debts for |} 
much lefs than they were worth formerly,and 
ſuch other ufual Ways, by which they waſte 
their Stock more and more ; and yet for all 


this a greatmany dye of Hunger every day. 


To comprehend this matter the better, let - 
us ſuppoſe a Man who had 3o years ago 100 - 
pound of Revenue, and pays now the Taxes | 
upon the Foot of the Ancient Revenue of his | 
Land, and not upon the Foot of the preſent z 


for the Court Taxes all the Subjets now ac- 


cording to.the Ancient Eſtimate ; that Man's 


Lands being fallen two thirds of their former 
R Revenue, 


? 
: 
; 
{ 
Z 
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Revenue, if he pays only 30 . pounds to the 
King Yearly, which would be look'd upon, 
now a days,as a great moderation ; there is no- 
thing left for him of his Revenue if he pays 50 
or 1co 0. as 'tis uſual now, for they are Taxed 
in that proportion, and worſe ſometimes, how 
can he pay that Tax, which is three times 
more than his Rent. and live without waſtin z 
the Stock ? If, as I ſaid before, all the Eſtates, 
Real and Perſonal in the Kingdom are worth 
but 130 Millions of Livers ; and that the King 
alone raiſes 200 which comes into his Coffers 
free, without that which is neceſlary to enrich 
the Farmers of Impoſitions, and to maintain 
30 or 40 thouſand Men under them, at the 
People s Charges, called Gabeleurs, and Rats de 
Cave, &c. and beſides to maintain the Officers 
of Judicature, and innumerable other Civil 
Officers, as I ſaid before, without mentioning 
the Clergy, who, by their Subtilty and Crafe, 
do always Cheat and Plunder the People; If, 
I fay, this be the State of affairs in France, we 
are obliged to believe that as the King, and all 
thoſe Ravenous Birds devour the Kingdom, 
every one 1s alſo forced to live upon the Quick, 
and devour his own Stock; and that fo much 
the more, that the Clergy alone poſleſs, as I 
have faid, the half of the Real and Perſonal- 
Eſtates, and do not contribute to the King 
proportionably as the other Subje&ts do, and 
therefore their Stock does'not Decay ſo much, 


becauſe they are not obliged to Devour it, by 
E 4 reaſon 
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Prieſts, without any inconveniency. 

I did above mention the Common Tax- 
es, which ſwallow up the whole Revenue of 
the People and more. What will it be then, 


when the King forces People, as he does con- : 
tinually, to lend him Money, or to purchaſe ' 


his new Offices and Titles, or to take Augmen- 


tation of Wages, if Officers, or to givean Ac- | 
count of the Adminſtration of ſome Imploy- . 
ments, or Functions ; or when a Man, or his : 
Father or Grand- Father, or any other to whom 


he may have ſome Relation, 1s Accuſed, and 
perbaps without any proofs, of having robbed 


the King or the People, and thereupon is con- 
demned to pay the King the greateſt part of 


all that he has 2 A hundred ſuch Methods are 
practiſed every day to the Ruine of the moſt 
Opulent Subjeds all of a ſudden. 

It cannot bedenyed that this is the Condition 
of France at this day, and that there are but 
very few, who do not conſume their Stock, 
except thoſe who never had any thing, and 
who help the King to deſtroy all. 

I confeſs, that as the French People live in 
the Country, thoſe poor Souls do not fpend a 
penny a day in Food, one with another. The 
Country-People in Ircland feed much better 
than thoſe of Fraxce , the Ir;/þ eat their belly 
full of meat, when they pleaſe ; nor don't want 
Butter, 


ſon that they. can live very. plentifully on their 
Rents, eſpecially conſidering that they may re-' 
trench the great numbers of their Monks and 
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I. Butter, Cheeſe, Bread, Potatos z and in many 


places they have abundance of Salt and Freſh- 
Water-Fiſh, Oyſters, Muſles, Crabs, Langoſts 
-and Cockles z for, tho' they are very lazy, the 
Land is plentiful in all thoſe things, and then 
they pay almoſt no Taxes ; and beſides, they 
ſmoak Tobaco Men, Women and Children ; 


- } and notwithſtanding all this, Men of under- 


ſtanding, who know that Nation perfectly, and 
have Written concerning it, affure us, That 
they do not ſpend a penny a day, one with 
another, for their Dyet. They own indeed, 


| that wearing commonly good Cloaths, they 


may ſpend, one with another, including their 
Rayment, about 2 pence per Diem, or 52 fhill. 


j per Amnium ; whereas the Country-People in 


France ſpends very little in Cloaths, at leaft 
two thirds leſs than the People in lrelaxd, 
Thoſe. who. are acquainted with the Con- 


dition of France know, that moſt part of the 


Country-people did feed only upon Black-Bread 
before oP War, neither had they their Belly 
full of that z and the beſt of theirother cheer 
was ſome Fruits, Herbs and Roots, with fowr 
Milk, without any Butter or Fat, unleſs ſome 
ſtinking Oyl of Walnut, or Rape-Seed, except 
it may be, in thoſe places where Olive-Trees 
are plentifulz they ſold their Butter to pay the + 
Taille, and drank nothing but meer Water, 
or Water which had paſt over the drained 
Grapes, or Apples, when the Wine and Syder 
had been preſſed out of them ; their chiefeſt 
and 
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and almoſt only Food, was Black-Bread, or | 


Rye-Bread baked with all the Bran, common. 
ly very bad, that does not coſt a Half-penn) 
per Pound, of which the Women and Chil 
dren” cannot eat three quarters of a pounda 
day, one with another, nor Men, who are at 
preſent in ſmall numbers,double that quantity, 
As for their Cloaths, Men, Women and 
Children are generally cloathed with courſe 
Linnen, ſuch as they make Sacks of, and wear 
Wooden-Shoes ; and even many of 'em are 
bare-footed. | h 
If any Man ask, why the g Millions of Souls, 
which we ſuppoſe to be in France, ſhould not 
earn as much as the 6 millions of Souls ſup- 
poſed to be in England, fince the French work 
as much.and as well as the Enghſb, and ſince 
there ought to be as many Working-Men 
amongſt the 9 Millions of French, as a- 
. mongſt the 6 Millions of Exgliſh. 1 anſwer, 


beſides the reaſons 1 already produced, That 


more Money is to be got ina rich Placethan Þ 
1n a poor One, ina populous Country ,than in. 


a depopulated One, ina Land abounding with 


Mines, and addiCted to Manghcs, Fiſhery 
and Navigation, where there 'is plenty of 


Money,than in another which enjoys not thoſe | 


Advantages, and where the Government 1s 
Arbitrary; Beſides,no body will deny but there 


.15 more gotten and ſpent in England, than Ire- : 
land, at Londonthan in Wates, and at Pars than | 


Nor - 


in Bearn 
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Nor is it true, that there are as many met 
fit for Work amongſt the 9 Millions of People 
in France, as there are amongſt the'6 Milhons 
in England, becauſe, as I have ſaid often above, 
two thirds of the Men fit for Work in France, 
are periſhed, and of the remaining part one 
half is unprofitable for Work, and that thoſe 
who are unprofitable for Work, are three times 
more in number in France proportionably than 
they are in England. 

So that whereas England maintains the pre- 
ſent War with leſs than 5 Millions Sterling 
Yearly, which does not make the third part 
of the Real and Perſonal-Eftates of all the 
Kingdom, leaving the Profits of the Labebr. 
of the' People untouched, which. are almoſt * 
double to the Revenue of all the ſaid Eſtates. 
In a word, while England employs not above 
the 8th part of all its Revenues towards the 
War, the French King railing one way or other, 
about 2oo Millians of Livers Yearly, uponhis. 
People fince this War, draws from them above 


-o Millions of Livers beyond the Revenue of - - 


all the Real and Perſonal-Eftates of his King- 
dom, fince they are worth but 130. Millions, 
according to our. Calculation: Upon which 
it is to be cbſerved, ' that the Clergy, being in 
poſſeſſion of half of thoſe Eftatesin the King- - 
dom, whoſe Revenue conſequently ought 
amount yet to 65 Millions of Livers.z the 
Clergy, I ſay, does not,pay one Year with ano- 
ther zo Millions of thoſe 20o which > 
raiſes 
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raiſes, from whence it plainly. appears, that the 
Teſt of the.Nation is beyond compariſon,much 
more oppreſſed than they are, and ſo much 
the more; that the Clergy is not ſo much vexed; 
by the other Blood-ſuckers of the Nation, as 
the reſt of the Subjects are, and that they are 
themſelves of the number of the Leeches; 
which devour the Subſtance of the Nation, 
and by that means-they enjoy yet above 55 Mil- 
lions of Livers free, belides the Profits and 
Gains they make upon the People, by the Trade 
they drive of Holy Things, as they call them, 
and by. a hundred cunning Tricks of their 
Art, which makes their Revenue of Profits, to 
amount to above 70 Millions of Livers yet. 
So that there are ſtill 70 Millions of Livers to 
be found for the King, as we have ſeen juſt 
now, above.the 130 Millions, which are the 
Value of. the Revenue of all the Eſtates in 
the Kingdom. _ For he muſt needs have no leſs 
than 2co Millions of Livers to maintain the 
War Yearly. If you ask, where we ſhall find 
them ? I anſwer, 'ſhoſe 70 Millions of Livers 
muſt needs be raiſed upon the Profit of Men's 
Labour, which we ſuppoſed might amount to 
2co Millions of Livers Yearly, and then the 
remainder will be only 130 Millions, 

But then we muſt alſo deduce from thoſe 
130 Millions of the Profits of Induſtry the 55 
Millions. which we ſaid the Clergy enjoyed 
( belides what they gain by their cunning 
Tricks) .cug of the half of all the RE 
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Real and Perſonal of the Kingdom, which we 
ave to the Kirg in the former Paragraphs; 
for the Clergy cannot be deprived of ſuch vatt 
Revenues, G Mg Cardinal Palavicini affirms, 
*that our Saviour's chiet intent in his coming 
into the World, has been to render the Clergy 
rich and happy according to the fleſh, felzce 
ſecondo 1a Carne. So that thoſe 55 Millions 
muſt, as I faid, be taken upcn the ſaid remain- 
ing 130 Millions coming! from the Revenues 
of the Labour of the Nation. - 

So that'the King and the Clergy having 
had their due ſhare of all, there remains no 
more than 75 Millions of Livers for the ſub- 
ſiſtence of all the reſt of the Nation;which may 
make about $8 Millions and 6 or 5co thou- 
ſand Souls ; for 1 think that the Clergy with 
the Monks and Nuns, and their Servants or 
Baſtards, may very well make up between 
3 and 4 hundred thouſand Souls, which with 
the 8 Millions, 6 or 7 hundred thouſand Souls 
before, will make in all, the nine Millions of 
Souls which we ſuppoſed to be ſtill remaining 
in the Kingdom of France. 

If it be ſo then, that no more remains than 
75 Millions of Livers for the ſubſiſtence of the 
reſt of the Nation, what ſhall we do with all 
thz Officers of Judicature, Finances and Go- 
vernment, and ſo many others of a new Im- 
preflion ? what ſhall we do with the Farmers 


general and particular of the Impoſts, withall 


their Crew ? for all thoſe men haye been de- 
prived 


62 The Deſolatim and Ruine 


prived as aboveſaid, of all their Poſleflions and | 


Revenues, the King has ſwallowed up all by 
his zoo Millions which he muſt raiſe for his 
- Armies, Where ſhall we find wherewithall to 

furniſh the uſual Covetouſneſs,and authorized 
-* Cheats of the Clergy, who, as we ſaid before, 


are ſtill plundering and pillaging the Nation 


by their Falſe and Counterfeit Devotions, and 
Robbing the People, tho' never ſo miſerable,ot 
15 Millions of Livers at leaſt per Aunum. But 
let us leave this laſt Article concerning their 
_ Robberiesfor the 1oMillions which I ſaid above 
'the Clergy may pay now to the King during 
the War every Year, 


We have till all the Officers of Judicature, ' 


and the reſt named in the foregoing Para- 
graph, to maintain. We cannot allow them 
leſs than the ſaid 75 Millions of Livers which 
remain of the Profits of the National Induſtry, 
and their ſhare will be very ſmall too; for 'tis 
probable they did altogether draw above 
2co Millions yearly from the Subſtance of the 
People, beſides their Patrimonial Goods, which 
are included in theKings zoo millions per annum. 


In that manner, there remains nothing for | 


all thereſt of the Nation; for all the Nobility, 
Peaſants, Mechanicks, Artiſts, Manufacturers, 
Merchants, Sea-men, and all other Orders of 
People. | | 

 * Moreover, belides all this, the Debts of the 
Kingdom are unpaid, I mean, the Debts of all 
the Subjects one to another, 

| _ I 
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I ſaid already, that the Revenne of all the - 
Eſtates, both Real and Perſonal in the condi- 
tion which the Kingdom ſtands in, would not 
be able to pay the Intereſt of the ſaid Debts, 
nor is the Value of all the Stocks able to pay 
the Principal. Let us ſuppoſe that the Intereſt 
of them goes not beyond 1 30 Millionsof Livers, 
which is the Eſtimation we made of the pre- 


ſent Revenne of all Eſtates whatſoever. That's 


already 130 Millions of the Stock of the King- 
dom ſpent every year, without reckoning any 
thing for Intereſt upon Intereſt. 

But how ſhall we find wherewithal to main- 
tain all the reſt of the Nation ? 'tis plain, it 
cannot be done but by the Conſumption of 
all their Stocks, as I ſaid before, which Con- 
ſumption cannot be under 3 or 4 hundred 
Millions per Anum, befides the Intereſt ' of 
Debts, of which I ſpoke juſt now. I have 
mentioned the Ways alſo, by which that 
Conſumption is made, and therefore 1 will not 
repeat them here; tho'I am obliged too often 
to do it, becauſe very few will comprehend 
the meaning of my firſt Principles upon the 
firſt hint ; | k 

If any ſhould ask, what ſhare I judge 
the. Nobility might have in the 4 hun- 
dred Millions of Livers of Revenue, to which 
I ſuppoſed, all .the Eſtates Real and Perſonal 
might have amounted thirty Years ago, or 
in the 130-millions to which we reduce itat 


T 


Gn Le BE 
EIU IC 1977 4 et ITS EI A PE EI es rote nog acc 


des moe yes. ranges rected e. od 
——_—COEEEET LEN 


2-0 


4 Hors 0 woes 
— 


A Av 
— 
__  _— — 


64 The Deſolation and Ruine 


I anſwer, that I do not think the” Nobility 
ever had above the 13th part of the whole; 
that is toſay, about zo Millions of Livers, 
formerly, and not above 10 at this day. 


For we muſt always remember that the Cler- 
gy poſleſſes half of the whole; and I think 
the Third Eftate (which comprehendsall thoſe 
who areneither of the Nobility, nor of the 
Clergy) poſleſles 5 times as much Revenue ag 
all the Nobility : All which I ſubmit to the 
Judgment of Underſtanding Men. | 


This Chapter may appear to be very full | 
of difficulty to thoſe who are not accuſtomed? 
to ſuch Speculations and Computations ; theres! 


fore Idefire them to read it over twice, that] Þ 
they may underſtand it better ; perhaps they] D) 


will not loſe their pains, if they do it. The: 
next Chapter will be morecafie and diverting, * 
and may help much to confirm what I have: 
faid in/ this, in relation to the Value of the 
Real and Perſonal-Eſtates, and of the Profits: 
of Induſtry in both Kingdoms. 
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CHAP IL 


That EN GLAND #®; a1dought to be 
more Populous, proportionablyto ' its bigneſs, 
than FRANCE was, even" before the 

a. PO! , wkents 


more Populous proportionably toits big- 
neſs,than France was,even before the Wars 


| | Have undertaken to prove that England is 


; I will not ſay, that Ergland is more Populous 


than France isat preſent, for no body, I believe, 
queſtions that, or if they do,.I could prove it 
by. one ſole Argument, which is this, That 
the City of Loudon, the Capital, City of Eng- 
land, . is much. Bigger, and more Populots than 
Pars, the Capital City of France, tho" Enzland 


contains but 3o Millions of: Acres, whereas, 


France contains 82 Millions, . according to Slr 


$ W40, Petty;,And moreover, England has near : 


many other good Towns as/rance tas proporti- 


Þ onably to their reſpective bignelſſes;for,as I have 
| already faid, Encla , Yo 


and compared to France, is- 


| but as four to eleyen. Some may perhaps judge 


4 at firſt, that this conſequence is not pregnant. 
| and indeed 1 confeſs the thing, wants explana- 


| tion. Therefore to comprehend'it the beter, 
4 we will ſuppoſe the Kingdom of France tobe: 


4 divided inte 5 Parts, or Provinces of a 
FE | t-- 9546 E { 


equal 


66 Th 4Diſataio and Rume 


equal- bigneſs, and that England is no bigger | 
than 4 of thoſe Parts united together, and ac- F | 
cording to that'proportion,” which muſt } 
bein one of, thoſe four ſuppoſed Provinces of. 
England, and 'is the Head-City of the Kings. 
dom;':ought :not'.to be much: bigger than the 
thitd.part of the Head-Cit ' of xhe Kingdom 
of France, 'viz. Pdrisz fo thaf the. two other 
third parts of London ſhould remain to be' di: 


+ www © «© co © oa _. 


ma a as this ful Y 
Ie four Provinces of Eng £, : 
tionably mote. opulous, han” 
ance, ſince we earimake out of 
perfluous third/parts of.Loydoy es 

vital al ing Riel Which will render thoſe Pro; 
much the more pbpulous, that rhiey 

Sf Gas Ba us much more People In "the! 
C nrry, to. ſupply. them with all. forts ' ; 
Viauals arid other neceſlary tliings, as there; 
ſhall "bein; the faid new Ci ties, beyond the 
mber of People which there'may be altead ; 
ig. e ſaid Provinces. _ FI 
-But to form a more particular and diftin ; 
Idea of the Danes of thoſe two gfeat Capital 
Cities, and of the num er of their Felder E 
Pcgpte,. npon, which, our. proof is grounded,” 
We RR underſtand the. number of Houſes 
and. Inhabitants of both. Places, 45; near as, ca : 


- There were. at Parity 16 of 11 years wap 
ac- | 


ar or RR HIER Wt ty 9. 999 9. 
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accordingto the Relation of Maſter 4zoit;ons 
of the French King's fatmouſeſt Mathematicians: 
uſt | 2325 5 Houſes, which did contain as he affirm: 
; i $0 thouſand Families, zz: three Fainilies 

IS4 #hd a half of -6 Perſons each in ne Houſe 
he | with another, comprehending in thar number 
2M | tle Hotels, or Noblefmens great Houſes, but 
er F excepting our of it 38 Colledges,which 23255 
di: Þ Houſes, as- he pretended, did contain in all 
ine | 488--055 Souls, | '- 

| Thoſe who come from that City every dey, 
þ 1 ad ſuch as wete borttthere, confels that very 
af few Fetfes have been built lately upon new 
Foundations,” bat only that ſome ſmall ones 
lave beer pulfd down in pitifufnarrow Streets, 
to' rebuild” them Larger and more-Commodi-' 
ons, which ' does not increaſe,” butrather di- 
tminiſhes tte number of the Houſes; and they 
icy alt agree, that thete is a third part leſs people 
of Þ in Patis thin there was'r0 or i 1 yeats ago? 
xe Biit'T (hall notwitfiſtanding allow "Myr. 4zout's 
hutriber. " ao 1 
"for "London, the Rolls of the Clips 
nr] ' keft by the Collectors,” rel us; thete" 

to 0r'11 years ago, 10 thoukitid Houſes, 
tal, ee which Xime;” at leal i5thoulind have 
ve | been *built ir places” Where" rieves ny? old” 
@| anenedee net the i > 
— i Houſes, which 


EE tore \Krewble, oe than the 
MH above tr thowfand: 


hey ghabied, Trane there are ſeveral Hoſts” 
empty, 
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empty, but then I ſhall agree that thoſe Cel 
lars ſhould not be reckoned, that ſo. we may 
fill the 120 thouſand Houſes, . nt 
Then ſuppoſing that: there are 7 Souls in. 
each Houſe, one with another, either in one. 
Family,.or, in two, it will amount to 840, 
thouſand Souls. I do not think any Man can. 
fairly refuſe to admit 7 Souls in all the Houſes. 
of London, one with another, ſince we conde-: 
ſcend to admit 20 in thoſe of Paris, v:z, three. 
times as many;ahd that wedoalſo lay afade the. 
inhabited Cellars of London, to ſupply the 
vacancy/of the empty Houſes ; withgut: de-_ 
ducing or abating them that might- bealſo. 
empty at, Paris, when Mr, Azout did write, of. 
which he takes no notice, and-alſo without. 
mentioning the multitude of Men, who are. 
at all times lodged upon-Ships in the River at: 
London, ; .and it I wereof a contradicting hu-. 
mour, I could juſtifie from reaſon, and matter. 
of. fat, that there never was 14 Souls in e-/ 
very Houle of Pars, one with another, nay,. 


perhaps not 12:3, For,/l believe have ftudied I 
Paris 1n xelation to this Point, as long and as. 


exactly as;any- perſon, whatever. 1,will make; 


# 


bold.to ſay, here, notwithſtanding -the reſpe&. 


SS x'S. 
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\. Then if London did containno more People 
proportionably than Paris the Head-City of a 
Kingdom'near 3 times as big, there ought not 
to be *above-180 thouſand Souls in it , ſo that 
the Overplus, viz. 660 thouſand Souls, ſhould 
remain to be divided among the three other 
Provinces of the 4 ſuppoſed to be in England. 
Let as divide thoſe 660 thouſand Souls in three 
parts,” and make three other Cities for the 
three other Provinces, to be the Head-Citics 
there, as London is in the fourth, they will be 
ſuch Cities for multitude of people, as the like 
will hardly be found in Germany, Italy, Spar, 
and the Low-Gountries.Or if that: be not ſo well, 
kt us divide them in 13 Cities of above 50 
thouſand Souls apiece, it will make four great 
Cities for every 'one of the three Provinces, 
and 'one beſides for the fourth Province, of 
which- we ſuppoſe London to be the Head- 


City: "All thoſe Cities added to'thote that are 


already in the Kingdom, would make itappear 
extraordinarily populous. So. that by this, 
any one may- calily - judge, that- England is 


' more: populous than France was thirty years 


, . of rather, than it ever was. For, to con- 
ade, | thoſe :;3 - Cities 'of 50 thouſand Souls 
apiece, ſhould contain perhaps as 'much pe6- 
e-((if you conſult judicjous- Men-abour it, 
and not \*the '\Rabble, 'Who are impertinent 
Judges in'thoſe Matters) than did ever the 
1; largeſt Cities iri France, Paris excepted. 


1 It muſtbeconſidered further,” as Lintimated 


F 3 | before, 
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before, that. there muſt needs be added: near 
as -many Souls in, Farmers and other Country: 
people, to ſupply thoſe new Cities, with: all 
ſorts, of. Vicuals and Proviſions, beyond. the 
number of. people in the ſaid. 13 Cities, belides 
that which is already in the; 3. ſuppoſed .Pro- 
vinces. diſtinguiſhed from the 4th, 19 which 
London ſtands... Since it is certain, there needs 
almoſt as mych people in. the Country, tapro-] t 
videand carry all Neceflaries to a great City, | - 
as there js of People in the ſaid City. Sathat] - 
1leave it, to.any Man to. judge how populaus 
thoſe Proyinces would be....I confeſs that the 
 djacent parts to Londoy wquld become ſo.gwuch 
the leſs populous 3; but however, thay would 
be Rill as populous as; are. commonly. the ad 
jacent-parts. of the Head-Cities/in- other rs 
tries, whoſe bigneſs:& popwlouſnels holgs.morg 
proportion to ;the other parts of the Nation 
than Landon doth z for it; myſt be-granted.that 
London js a Monſteramongf Cities; andthat. it 
holds no proportion, to the reſt of: Wore 
ſew Head bang, three: times. too big. or Oh 
"The thing may. perhaps be more el go 00 ; 
prehended. another way, ;-which offibly 
be mare intelligible to many. Ia :m-Shens 
are as many: People ijn-: London, 2ccarding to 
the former-Computation, as there!were:thirty. 
years agg'in alk the Cities. and Towns :of/-the 
four; biggeſt, Provinces: of France;: which: are, 
Ln HenaeR «5 Wi th the Tonlemnes, BY 
e 9 
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Felgy, which do belong to that Province, Brat- 
_ Aormandy and Champagne, , which . may 
.gll together,.with the addition of two or three 
Millions of-- Acres '' contain near as much 
ground es England, reckoning 160 Towns 
great and. lint inthe ſaid fobr Provinces,''40 
forovery: one ofichem, one with another. 

"4 allow 60 thauſand Souls to- every one.of 
their Chief Cities, one withanother z A [176 
KD 19 Z Ki eo-arenpn 249000. | 
ow 21 
1] know chareighs bo adbie iniZbcekandaand 
| Svii Omagh the ſaid four Cities, butit may 
539 be-on the'other\ hand there was not half of 
69 that -mumber 4a the: two other Capital Cities. 
| Bur if any:man"natwithftanding this, ſhould 
fancy: that: allow.-to thoſe: Cities too ety 
People;he may: be. pleaſed to conſider, that in 
Dublix'whict is bigger than Reiten,there i is but 
9thwuſand Houles, and not above 5 thouſand 
at Briſtol, which is/a Town' conſiderable for 
its \bignels. | 
-» Iallow'to 4 other Cities ' 36 chalets Souls 
apiece.” Which-is 420000") 
To 8: others | -+-14 thouſand 1 16000 
'j To 12 others / . $ thouſand 96000 
F Fo 16 _—_ +. 6 thouſand © 96000 
-\To'zo others = thouſand \* 50606 
©To99 others'! -- 2 thouſand. ) Ho8gE! 


re | =) \\As'for the wy who bear | thi. name of 
nd. Towns, ho they deſerve hardly that 'of 'Be- 
- F 4 roughs, 
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roughs, to the number of above 60, I allow 
a thouſand Souls apiece.  {G0000, vb 


Pf 


In all | 8—40000. ' 
The City of London alone conſumeth more. < 


Proviſions and-Commodities of all forts, than Þ 


do. all the ſaid 160 Towns, even tho' we. 
dd Paris to them. x 
I grant indeed, if there were no other Ci-. 
ties and Towns in England, the Reaſons pro- 
poſed might be confuted, by faying, that. 'tis 
no wonder London ſhould be ſo "amulen/thimnd 
being no other Towns in Evgland ; but I make 
bold to ſay, it were not hard to find in Eng+ 
land i60 other Towns as good, 'one with ano»: 
ther, as the 160 ſuppoſed-to [be in the afore+ 
faid 4 Provinces of France. 1 And it were-an: 
eafie matter-to. find 30 -among_ the reſt, who: 
would be better perhaps one; with another, | 
than 30 of the beſt in the: ſaid Provinces of. 
France. As for” example, Briſtol, Newcaſtle, 
Jork, Norwich, Plymouth, Exeter, Cheſter, Gol-. 
cheſier, Hull, Scarborough, Halifax, Taunton; Yar-- 
mouth, P ortſmonth, Dolaber Wincheſter, Wor-. 
cefler, Leiceſter, Glonceſter, are as Here- 
ford, Saliubury, Coventry; Birmigham, :Oxford, | 
Cambridge Peterborough, Eincaln, rbury,Not-' 
tingham, Litchfield, Rocheſter our Iaſwitch,. 
Durhani, 'Derby, Carliſle, Northampton » Dart 
mouth, Lyn, ' Leeds, Liv aple White-. 
Havey , Bedford ;and ſeveral others which ate 
bigger 
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than forme of them have I named, per- 
haps* above 200, of '' which- the leſt- contains 
above a thouſand Souls apiece. 
It is to be conſidered,” that'there are in Eyg- 
land 641 Market-Towns, which are common- 
good Towns. I queftion very much whe- 


| ther there be many in'the two Third-parts 


of the Kingdom of France's and 'tis certain, 
the Engliſh Market-Towns are commonly bet- 
ter than'thoſe of France, 

[The reaſon why” Foreigners travelling in 
En land,'and even Enpliſh-men themſelves, do 


Rich as France, is, firſt that they think a'com- 


pariſon may be reaſonably made betwixt Pa- 


ris and London, and that there is att equality 
between them, and then'after that they ob- 
ſerve there "dre ſeveral other great Towns in 
France,"ahd \do not think that there are any 
in England which feem toideſerve that 'name. 
They'do'not take-notice, as they ſhould, of 
the prod —_— Bigneſs of London, which they 
ſo big' as it really is, "becauſe they 
don't know the half of it, even not after ſeve- 
ral months reſidence in 'it,' becauſe it is not fo 
compa as'Paris, and ſome'other great Towns, 


but extraordinarily and irregularly extended; 
ted Hhcanuld People ootninonly'n e& to viſit 


y 
ſeveral great amet Ay mp 
bo Gelerves to be ſoo SUES 


any of the 
ON rich Merchants, that live in Ok; nt but 


e England not” to be ſo populous; nor ſo 
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only a great multitzde-of the valgar fort, what 
live 4a. Lanes, Allies, -Jarnd, Courts; without; 
number, where the-ways are very.hard 20 by; 
found; and; unknown; eyen to vo tai 
the Inhaþizants of Lopdon. Da TY wok 

T hey, do. not take. notice alſo of gh Callary 
where.great. numbers of: People dwell... 

They de not;know,..or at leaft 4 wot cou 
ſider, that-there :is.6, prodigious amber of 
ManufaQures of all forts; -in's much - greaten 
number. than .at-Pars;/; which employ. a yaſt 
multicyde-of People; att home on the working 
days;-r without mentioning the: great numbes 
of thoſe who are: continually aboard/the Sipy 
3» the! River, or upen-the;Keys. - + 1m Motte 

Anpther- Errous, which they commitiia the 

compariion. of Paxis.with Loudon, is this; thay 
they, ,do;nat diſtinguithithe Riyer, of ; Serue, 
which runs thro' thevery middle, of Pgri,90d 
which ,in ſeveral, placgs---s dividad..1g;two 
| Branches or Heads, -and contains: 4 very; great 
| {pacef ground; they do not; 1 layzdj 
that Riyer from the body; of the £C 
the {pace which it takes,yp, ' was a-Continent 
of Houſes: and - AE; ne they - 49, be; 
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of France dnnfrach, ec. 
the Thames: from. 5 Whereas, 1 | 
did comprehend it ,w as..th 
the Seiye with Paris,. they. ſhould:. ad. 41, the 
River Thames way a greater ſpace of ground 
than that, which _ P Tres with its Ri- 
Yar. :94;- from, achpeal. But 
they -may; perhaps. = wy there ap, more 
Squares ini Londen than Paris cha any 

WES: It ought. 10-89. for thoſe 


—_ Hopſes, ; with grraer en$ Fw, _— 
clalyres than .,we' aye TE t, , 

Fomes's Parks. which the po aguiſh © 

from {audon in. their;eljimate of, its, Rignels, / 
whereas they comprehend all, SFhpg Ipclo: / 
- fures-within Parity, when: HYRS .it-m. 
London, b and pays oye 
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other times, when comparing both the Kings: 
doms one with another, they make England 
lefſer than *tis; which are miſtakes very* oNy 


dinary to Mankind. 


But that which contributes moſt to confirm 
them in their Opinion to'the diſadvantage _ 


Evgland, is, that when they are travellin 


England, they do not meet, 'as I obſerv al- 
ready, with fach a great number of large Ci- 
ties, as they do, when travelling in-France.. 
The reaſon 'of which is' ve we plain, - or riches | 


ſeveral reaſons may be alledged for-it. 


The City of London is too big, as I ſaid: on 
dy, for the reſt of the Kingdom, and draws in. 
the People 'of the Country to it, more than 
any Head City of any other Nation known to! 
us, and will continue to'do ſo more-and more.” 
Secondly, The other moſt conſiderable Towns. 
in. England, are for the moſt part ſituated near 
the Se, whither few Travellers go; whereas 
in France they are almoſt all of them placed 


in the Itand Countries,” atid upon; the great 


Roads. So that 'tis no wonder, if Trinlends 


riot meet with ſo many great Towns in 
land, and even find ſometimes a kind of *Wil- 


dernefs, ſince 'ris chiefly the'Sea-Coaftywhich 
are well peopled, and where the good Towns | 


lye. 
iz, That Travellers in Fraxce do propoſe 


commonly to themſelves nothing elſe,” but -to. 


take their Pleaſure, atid learn the: Tioga: 7 
W1th ©. 


"There's one thing. farther to be cotdered, ; 


*  NBRO-0 = we non yn UPPER. 
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with ſome bodily Exerciſes which are not very 
neceſſary, and don't. apply their. Minds to learn 


thecondition of the Provinces of that Kingdom, 


& ſo for _ moſt cnt ws only thro'the 
pleaſanteſt, moſt p us and luxurious parts 
of France, whers Viduals and Fruits —_— 
Delicate, and other pleaſures moſt Exquilite : 
They ſee Paris, Rowen, Orleans, with all the 
other | Places upon | the River Lore; . Angers, 
Lion, Marſeille, Montpellier, Nsſmes, Thoulouze, 
Bourdeaux,Poitliers, and fome Rochelle, but very 
few travel through,the Provinces of Brzttaiu, 
Mainne, Perche, Vendomots, where they might 


find great Wilderneſles, and in ; many. Parts 
few People. They travel ſeldom thro' the 


Provinces of Berry,  Bonrbonnoss, duvergne, 


 Gevennes, Daufine, Provence, Nivernots, Lomozen, 


uercy, Bearn, and. ſeveral other confiders 
Partsof the Kingdom, where few great Towns 
are to be found ; So that Foreigners .ſee only 


the moſt populous Parts of France, and- not the 


other Parts,: quite contrary. to them who tra- 
vel -thro' England,.. who. ſee the leſs populous 
parts, - and do not ſee. the other, - 

This reaſon will alſo furniſh us with-another 


-: » Th Nexangory!, ike notice . pr low 
Towns, according to the pleaſure they enjoyed. 
in them, , Now 'tis known, that Londex 1s the 


| only place in Englang,, where Men of Pleaſure 
| or, Curioſity, find; 
bs fs 0T.,n0 Gallant 
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heir Delights... . There, is 


;1n the. other Towns x 


-OF He 
Walks , 


few . great and, han 
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Walks ; few Nobility and: Gentfy 4 few. 
Plays, as Opera's, Gomtetes, &c: ti Thennits: 
Courts alinoft, or other Garies, as Pel-Mall; 
Billiard, &c: no Muſick; ; or acceptable Societies. 
of Leartied Men ,the two Univerfities excepted; 
few of 110 extraordinaty /Cooks// were og 
may fiid-p00d treatment,” "The Stteets of the 
Towns ate nartow;ilfpaved;and worſe Clein'd;. 
and for thofepeaſons; England im general, Lon 
don and the two Univerſities excepted, is looks 
upon as trettreatetby' travelling Men; wie. 
ove pkeaſtite, textheſs atddlicacy ; wheres: 
they may fir in France above 35 Towns as: 
pleaſant "atid diverting%as Paris it ſelf, where” 
Peop le tthderffand therhſelves as wel They: 
had tert' Parliament Obie (8hout twetity Wnz- 
vetfifer; =" mhany- Gene#alinies, or- Offices" of 
Treaſtrebtsiti- ance; #/preat' hutber'of con! 
fiderable Fowl withtivtable Courts of Juftice; 
calletl Prefitials ; and pe. api take mucl 


noticeofilt thoſe th URN 8 render 
that age prey ons Þ B & Ae | 
it 
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£2] Becauſe of the Reafons above-mentic 
w That good Towns are it, enecal. to) 
_ Sea-Coaſts, and that” 
! thereabquis than in cheat: WA the Ind. 


J ous intheit; pleafures,” arid'fit for atty Society : 
There they have alfo Civil a - Zn Nnious Gen- 
tleworien,' ftte in rheit 60”, yet” 
honeſt far the moſt tiny: ufo foe feveral 
fatr Buildinigs, as w { Privare as Publick; fuc 
as Gentlertietts Houſts;Chirches a6d Converts, 


and ar-fortie'diftarice, from the Toivns;" there 


ate fre ſeverat ftately Houſes" with 
. belonging to the' "thief Fa- 
milies'of þom roo { choſe things charm 
Pr Forei! pers, Wh Ol mi xp Sewoigot to oy 
Faw Strangerst ounery, an 
to itirich it by tharmeans. It had alfo this effect, 
that ers "took it to' be more popblobs 


md rich thad”teallyft was';, and 1 confers that 


it was irideed foll' of People, but 16t 


pulous'ss' mp why je been, tior.yet fo po- 


arg as opcrtiottably. to their 
or ot | © for Politeniefs, and. 
Refined ed hy s, I confeſs Frans: 
d go beyond Ed, "but that Ts not the 
 thingit'Q We ray indeed' ay th that” 
reſpeR,'t x there were many Courts and Ca- 


peR, 
pitat Cities in 'Fravce,,; and but F--; i Png- 
It ſeems likewife hit thee are nigt 4 


Houſes in the Countty' in England, Fr 


Towns and Borroughs,” as are mm Franks, 
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Secondly, Becauſe the adjacent Parts of London 


as well as the City it ſelf, contributes very. 
much towards the depopulating of the Coun-. 
try. Thirdly, It muſt beconſidered, that Peo-, 
ple apply themſelves commonly mare in 3 
land to the breeding of Cattle, - than they 

in France, and that a Farm.in England takes u 


a greater- extent of Land by reaſon. of 5p. 


Cattle,. which are very numerous,..and.go. of ; 

*emſelvesa great way tothe appointed Paſture... 

without a Herd, becauſe they are free from 

Wolves;and in ſuch a Farm os 1s cammonly 

a greater number. of People proportionably 

han Ae Farms in France, where they are 
r 


for the moſt part, and more frequent. | 
ve 


The Fg Plow more, and hay e's 
yeards; which require. a greater "number 0 
{mall Houſes diſperſed to and fro, But the Bo-._. 
roughsand Villagesare commonly larger, more 


lively and populous, in Englend than-in France, 


EY ly becuaſe of the Teater fruitfulneſs of 


Soyl,and the lenity 
7A becauſe the Cattle. maintaineth a great 
number. of Manu , by their -Wooll, 
Hides, Horns, Tallow, Bitter, Cheeſe, 6c. and 
that abundance of Farmers live in, them. | 

We muſt conſider alſothat there is in Eng- 
laud ah incredible number; of People imploy- 
ed in the Mines, either of Tin, Copper, Lead, 
Coals or. ON, who are almoſt all u the 


Coaſts, which. Travellers Cannot ſee, becauſe. _ 
Another 


they My go oe Way. 


tf. the Government, but 
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Another thing to be taken notice of, is, that 
therearein England above 70 Sea-ports, where 
three Maſt-Ships may Ride ſafely at Anchor 3 
belides a great many leſs conſiderable Ports, 
whereas in France, tho' a much larger Coun- 
try, there is hardly the fourth part of that 
number. | 

They reckon indeed but ten thouſand Pa- 
riſhes in England , which is not much more 
than the third part of the 27 thouſand Pariſhes 
in France, but the Engiſb Pariſhes are com- 
monly more populous. 

We have another Proof both of the mul- 
titude of People in Englandand of the gentle- 
neſs of the Government,and if it may be ſpoken 
without offence, of the bad Diſcipline kept jn 
the Kingdom at the ſame time, viz. the prodi- 
gious multitude of Shop-Keepers in London, 
which is 6 times the number of thoſe in Parzs, 
and 12 times the number of thoſe in Amſter- 
dam, and many of them are idle perſons who 
betake th emſclves to ſuch imployments meerly 
to avoid working, turn Bankrupt every day, 
and ruine others. What an incredible num» 
ber of Vicualling-Houſes, Taverns, Ale-Houſes, 
Coffee-Houſes ; and what a vaſt quantity of 
Houſes where they ſell Brandy, and Tobacco, 
and of others who let out Rooms furniſhed 
and unfurniſhed. We know there is need 
of ſuch ſort of people, but they are' three 


times more numerous than they ought tobe. 


What an innumerable multitude of Young 
| G Women 
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Women is there, who have neither Eſtate nor 
Trade,and yet are very ſumptuouſly Cloathed, 
and live High 2 All thoſe things argue a great 
multitude of People in a Country, which, 
notwithſtanding ſuch Diſorders, is indifferent- 
ly well peopled, and would be a great deal 
'more populous, if good Rule and Diſcipline 
were obſerved in it. 

We find alſo that the Wages of Servants, 
both Men and Wornen, are cheaper at Lox- 
don than tney were at Paris 30 years ago, 
where an ordinary Servant-Maid had 5o or 
Go Livers per Aunum, and a Cook-Maid above 
100 Livers, beſides the Wine allowed her or 


Money in the room of it, whereas they are: 


a great deal cheaper in London; and we kr,ow, 
that for 25 or zo Leagues.round Pars,a Plow- 
man or a Shepherd,had 4o and 45 Crowns of 
Wages Yearly, whereas ſuch Men in England 
are to be had for leſs than the half of that 
Money. | 

But notwithſtanding a!l theſe Reaſons,Gen- 


tlemen who travel in England, where they ſea 


but few great Towns, will always be apt 
to think that we are millaken, and retain their 
own Opinion, v/z. that there was morePeo- 
ple in France 3o years ago, than is in England 


at preſent. Let us then make another ſuppo- | 


fition to convince them once for all. 


We have already demonſtrated, that ſuppo- | 
fing London to beno more populous in propor-. 
tion to the bigneſs of England, than Paris 1s. 
I X45 "gs *— 7:15 50-N 
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in proportion to the bigneſs'of France, 650 
thotiand Souls might be drawn out of Lon- 
don'to form x 3 other Cities .of 50 thoufand 
Soils aprece, and as many people proportiona- 
bly out'of the adjacent parts of London;becauſe 
they are more populous than the reft of the 
Kingdom, by reaſon of the Neighbourhood 
of rhat great City. | | 

Then let any Man diſtribute, as. he ſhall 
think fit, thoſe 1 3 Cities of 50 thouſand Souls 
a-piece, or if he Fudges more convenient, 26 
Cities of 25 thouſand Souls each'; I fay, let 


him diftcibute them with all the Country-peo- 
_ ple, neceffary for ſupplying them with Pro- 


vitions, amongſt the Shires of England who 
want moſt People, and then let him freely 
give his [Judgment, whether he does not be- 
lieve that England ſhould have a greater num- 
ber of larger Cities, and more People propor- 
tionably than France. 

For my part,fince Idon't know how to do bet- 
ter, I ſhall divide 'em'monegft the chiefeft roads 


*in England, and ſuch parts of the Kingdom, 


which, I am informed, are in moſt want of 
People. I place firſt of all, two of thoſe Cities 
of 50 thonſand Souls a-piece in Wales, which 


may be divided, jf it be thought beſt, in 4 Ci- 


ties of 25 thouſand Souls a-piece ; fo that all 
the parts of the Country might have a ſhare 
of them, Then I place three other of thoſe 


.Cities of 50 thouſand Souls, or fix of 25 


thouſand a-piece upon the Road betwixt Lon- 
4 4: 0 ns 0s G 2 dou 


84 The Deſolation and Rune 


don and Edinburgh ; thoſe Cities added to York 
which is already in that Road, would 'make 
the Land look very populous. I place further 


two of the ſaid Cities of 50 thouſand Souls. 


or four of 25 thouſand each, upon the Road 


from [7 ondon to Cheſter, 1 place two likewiſe 


of 50 thouſand, or four of 25 thouſand upon 
theRoads from 7 ondon to Exeter, Plymouth, 
and Cornwall, As for the 4 other Cities re- 
maining, I ſhould alſo make $ out of them, of 
25 thouſand Souls a piece, and place one of 


the number betwixt / ondon and Briſtol, ano-/ 
ther betwixt 7 ondon and Portſmouth, one be-- 


tween London and Norwich, one between Lon- 
don and Dover, one between Z»don and Har- 
wich, one between London and Oxford,and an- 
other between Loneon and Gambridg, and the 
other in Cumberland, or in any other manner 
which ſhould be found better, for it were per- 


Haps more convenient to add theſe eight laſt- 


to thoſe place3 already named, viz. To Briſtol, 
Portſmouth, Norwich, Dover, Harwich, Oxford, 
Cambridg and Carlkifle, to-make them up great 
Cities. | 

Let us ſuppoſe further, tince ſuppoſitions 
coſt us nothing, that there were ane hundred. 


or two hundred Families able co keep Coaches. 


of their own, in each of thoſe Cities, and 


abundance cf Well-bred People, Learned and. 


Curious in "all fort of. Diſciplines and Nable 
Arts, and who underſtand the World well; 


ſeveral delicate Publick- houſes tocatand drink, 


with 
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with exquiſite Cooks, who - could treat well 
for a little Money, with quantities of all 
forts of Fowl, both wild and tame, gocd 
Wine, delicate Fruits, and very cheap; that 
the ſaid Cities were neat, well built, in good 
Air, with ſeveral fine Squares,ftately Buildings 
within and without, borh Publick and Private, 


curious Walks and Gardens,all forts of Games, 


as Tennis, Mall, Billiard and others, Comedies, 
Ballets, Muſick, of all kinds, good Maſters for 
all ſorts of Sciences, for the Exerciſes of the 
Body, and for Muſical Inſtruments; ſeveral 
exquiſite and rare Artiſts in all things relating 
either to Ornament,Curiofity or Pleaſure; and 
above all the reſt, the People courteous, civil, 
obliging, and always ready to ſerve: Stran- 
gers for little or nothing, as in France ; I fay, 
if all thoſe things were to be found in twenty 
or thirty great Cities in England, no queſtion 
but Travellers would not only be better pleaſed 
with them, than they are now,but alſo would 
think England to be much more populous than 
they do now 3 We are apt to forget the great 
Towns where we had no pleaſure, - and ſaw ng 
curioſity, as if we had met with no living 
Soul in them, or as'if all the Inhabitants had 
been meer Clowns and Peaſants, and not. cevs- 
ized People. The Country-Towns in France, 
had, I confeſs, a great advantage in all thoſe 
things, over the Towns in England ; but it 
muſt be granted alſo, that no wealth or eali- 
neſs was to be found any where elſe, for the 
| G 3 Country- 
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Eountry-people was plunged in an incredible | 


Miſery, and the Nobility ruined ; the Cities 
and Towns did drain all the Wealth and 
Money, both by receiving the King's Taxes, 


and by an infinite number of Officers of Ju- 
dicature and Finances, and by the Clergy and. 


Matltoticry. 


- The Engliſh Nobility and Gentry who have 


been in France, remember they found great 


ſatisfaction in ſeveral Cities and Towns of | 
that Kingdom, which, for that reaſon, make 
ſtill a confiderable Imprefſion on their Minds, | 


whereas they know no place in England, ex- 
cept London, that is acceptable to them, for 
pleaſures and curioſity. But yet this doth not 


argue, that France was ever ſo populous, as 


England 15s even at preſent. 


To all the reaſons from matter of Fact al- 


ledged already, to prove that England is more 
populous: proportionably to its bigneſs, than 


France was 3o years ago, and. conſequently 


richer. I ſhall add ſeveral others to ſhew that 
it muſt be ſo, and ſhall repeat thoſe already 
hinted, that they may be ſeen together. 


I muſt intreat the Reader here to redouble 
his Attention, becauſe, tho' the Subject which 
I handle 1n this place, and the Reaſons that I 
ſhall alledge, are fitted to the capacity of all 
ſorts of People, yet they are of very.great mo- 
ment, <fpecially thoſe that I ſhall produce in 
the begtnning,which ſhow the miſchiefs which 

F Feet P opery | 


tt ww << A ya ws 8m Ah 6 _ac 


[= 


puil's pp | hn 


Ez m5 


—DO7 


of France demonſtrated, &c. $87 
Popery brings upon Nations ſubject to it. There 
ou will find Arguments againſt Popery, which 
ing neither Theological, nor- Philoſophical, 


| butonly Political, may perhaps make a greater 


impreflion upon Princes and their Councils 
(who commonly have regard for nothing elſe 
but their own Temporal Intereft, or that of 
their People) than all the Reaſons adduced 
from Scripture commonly do, tho' they be in- 
finitely of more weight. Some Heads: will be 
ſomething long, but they are of great conſe- 
quence. This 1s a Field that hath not hitherto 
been ſufficiently plowed, and which in time 
may, with God's blefling, bring forth a plen- 
tiful Harveſt, 


7. The Proteſtant Religion does not per- 
mir their Eccleſfiaſticks to live at the Charge 
of the People, as the Clergy of the pretended 
Church of Rome do, who pillage and exhauſt 
them, there being not a Year even at preſent, 
notwithſtanding the general Mifery of the 
Subje&s, but they get from them, one way or 
other, above 15 Millions of Livers, by their 
ridiculous unſcriptural Devotions and Super- 
ſtitions, and thouſands of Tricks and Cheats, 
which contributing to the Ruine of the People, 
is deftrutive to Propagation. 

2. There are fix Church-men in France, at 
leaſt, for one in England, proportionably to 
the refpe&tive bigneſs of both Kingdoms, tho' 
its known that we do _-=_ want Church-men 

4 in 
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in England, and by conſequence thers are fo. 
many Subje&ts more in France that do not. 
work, and are not uſeful to the Nation except 


a very ſmall number of them. 


3- In particular, the Mendicant Fryers are 
extreamly burthenſom to the Kingdom, being 


altogether uſeleſs, whereas among the Se- 
cular Clergy, the Biſhops with their Canons, 
the Curates, and part of their Prieſts are pro- 
per for the ordinary ſervice of their pretended 
Church, ſuch as it is 5, And thoſe Begging- 
Monks are yet more intolerable in this than 
the Indowed Monks, that by their voluntary 
2nd baſe beggarlineſs they are very chargeable 
to the People, who muſt maintainthem plen- 


tifully, one way or other : For they have com- 


monly a plentiful Table, and drink abundance 


of Wine, while a great many honeft Men, and. 


{uch as are uſeful to the Nation have no Bread 


toeat. This fort of Monks do moreover a 


oreat prejudice to the Real Poor, for they can 
{nd no Bread, becauſe the Monks exhauſt the 


Charity of the People. And further, they: 


out-do all the reſt of the Clergy in Rypo- 
cricy and Ignorance; by their preterices to a 


oreat Mortification, draw in abundance of 


Youngand Handſom Ladies, who chuſe them 


for their Confeflors, whereby great - unclean- 
nefles are practiſed. 'Tis thought there are | 
above ſixty thouſand of this fort in the King, 


dom. - 4nd ſuppoſe they colt the Nation but 
6 pence a day, one with another, it will a- 
mount 
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mount to near 7 Millions of Livers Yearly. 
That's the leaſt they ſpend, for they are com- 
monly in the beſt Towns, where they liye 
daintily 5 but they take always great care that 
the Publick ſhould not be informed of their 
chear, for fear 1t ſhould - obftru& the 
Charities beſtowed upon them. I have ſeen 
many times ſeveral Spits full of excellent Meat 
a roaſting for them, with all forts of Fowl, 
wild and tame, and great Joynts of the beſt 
Meat in By-houſes a little remote from their 
Monaſtries ; and the People who lived moſtly 
by that Trade, to'd ys, that all that was Cha- 
rity given to the good Fathers, 
4. The Popiſh Clergy donot Marry, where- 


as our Church-men do for the moſt part, and 


therefore help to people the Land. 

5. Half of the Real and Perſonal-Efates 
in the Kingdom isin their hands,that is to ſay, 
in Mortemain, which is far leſs advantagious, 
than if they were in the hands of People fir 
either for Trade, Manufactures, or Arts, or if 
thoſe Eſtates did paſs hereditarily by Succeffion 
from Parents to Children, or to the next a-kin, 
and by conſequence is deſtructive to the Pro- 
pagation and Welfare of a Kingdom. 

6. Their miſchievous Cuſtom of keeping 
always abundance of Plate in their Churches 


| and Convents, and in thoſe Treaſures, as they 


call them, as at S. Denszs, Notre Dame de Lieſſe, 

Notre Dame des Ardillkeres, and ſeveral other 

juch Places ; I fay that fooliſh Cuſtom opens | 
| | the 
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the State and the People of a conſiderable part 
of the Gold and Silver which is in the Nation, 


and would be uſeful for Trade. 

7. It is alſo the uſual methad of many a- 
monegſt the Secular and Regular Clergy, to 
hoard up Money ; for tho' they have no Chil- 
dren, Legitimate at leaft, and are not allowed 

. to Trade, and withal enjoy great Revenues,yet 
_ *tis their uſual cuſtom to Treafure up Money, 
and commonly under the fame pretence, as that 
the Popes have, v/z, to afſiſt their Nephews 


and Nieces, which they ſeldom dp, but when. 


they are a dying, which is doubly prejudicial 
to Trade; 'Tis obſerved alſo that this ſort of 
Men is very covetous, and do not love to give 
Almes, tho' obliged to it by their firſt Inſtituti- 
on, and the intention of the Founders. I need 
not fay any thing how prejudicial ſuch 
practices are to Trade, and conſequently to the 
Proſperity of a Nation. 

8. The great number 'of ridiculous Holy- 
days which they obſerve in France, rob that 
Nation of the 6th part of the working days 
an the year, ſince they have above 50 Holy- 
\ days more than we have in England, which 
1s of very great (ores pom toa Nation z for 
if fo be the Profits of Labonr and Induſtry 
both of Men and Women, goalmoft twice as 
far as all the Revenues both of [Real and Per- 
fonal-Eftates, tet any Man judge what may 
be the lofs of the ſtxth part of thoſe Profits: 
This is alfo fo much the more rumons to the 
1 People 
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People of ' France, that they have already a 
greater number of Men unfit for Work pro- 
portionably, than we have here in England, 
- | viz. all the Officers of the Courts of Ju- 
o | dicature great and ſmall, the Maltotiers or 
- | Farmers of the Impolitions, with their innu- 
d |. merable Crew of Underlings, a prodigious 
t | number of other Civil Officers, greater ſtan- 
;, | ding Armies even in times of Peace, a pro- 
it | digious number of Begging-people, and then 
s | the vaſt number of theClergy-men ; without 
nj mentioning the loſs of the time ſpent in Proceſ- 
| | fions for the Saint of every Pariſh, and Trade, 
xf | whoſe days are not obſerved every where as 
e | others are; as alſo in Pilgrimages to ſome 
i- | Statues, Images, or Bones of ſome pretended 
d | Saints, upon which they ſpend whole Weeks, 
1 | Months and Years, going ſometimes as far as 
e | Rome, and the remoteſt parts of Spain, to ſee 
the Statue of St. James of Galicia ; They loſe 
;- | alſotheir time in their Confeſſion to the Prieſts, | 
it | at their Anniverſaries for the Dead, as Aſh. if! 
1s | wedneſday, at the Private Maſles for the cure 7 ll 
7- | of the Diſeaſes of their Beaſts, whereat they | 
h | muſt be preſent, A great many loſe their«time ji 
xr | alſo in carrying their Maſſ-God about to the | 
y | Sick and elſewhere, for there muſt be4 Men 
xs | to carry the Canopy, beſides the Prieſt, who 
r- | holds the pretended Sacrament in his hands, 
y | and that is performed ſometimes in 50 differ- 
;: | ent placesat once, in the great Cities, every 
e | day, beſides many other ſuch vain ways of 
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trifling away their precious time, about ſuch/ 
fooleries : Without mentioning the Debays 


cheries and Rogueries that are committed on {0 
many Holy-days. 


9. The Pope to whom all the Popiſh Nati- 
ons are Tributaries, and a kind of Slaves, and 
their Princes his Vaſſals, anda ſort of Subjects, 
does alſo rob ths Kinzdom of Franec of ſeveral 


Millions of Livers every Year under divers 


Pretences and Names, as the Annates, Bulls, 
Diſpenſations, Indutgences;Reliques, Proviſt 


ons, Agnus Dei, and conſecrated Grains, and 


ſeveral other ſuch Names, which is ſo much 


the more ridiculous for France to endure i It, 
that the Nation in theſe laſt Ages has had no 
greater Enemies than the Popes. 

ro. The Penſions paid yearly at Rome to the 
Cardinals Prote&ors of France, as they love to 


be called, and to ſeveral other ſuch men, who 
poſſeſs great Church-Livings in France, which” 
they ſpend at Rome, and the Knights of Mak. 
tha, draw vaſt Sums every year out of the 
Kingdom of France , from all which miſchiev- 
ous practices England hath been delivered 


fince the Reformation. 
11. There was ſpent needleſly in France, 


about two Millions of Lavers every year in 


Tapers and Wax-Candles burnt in their 


Churches, before their Statues, Images, Hoſtie, 
and in their Funeral Ceremonies,&c. of which 


Wax. a great part was imported from Foreign 


Countries, and the other part, which was the 
produR 
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product of France, might have been ſold and 
imployed-to better uſes, without mentioning 
the Oyl, which was alſo burnt on the- ſame 
occaſion, or the time ſpent in making * ſuch 
Wax-Lights. One can hardly imagine the Ex- 
travagant Expence that was ,made about 
theſe things in great and rich Towns. I con- 
fels-it is much leſſened at preſent by reaſon of 
the great Miſery of the Kingdom, and I donot 
think it amounts now to the rhird part of 
what it did formerly : However, this thing 


'contributing cowards the Ruine of the King- 


dom, was alſo an obſtruction to Propagation. 
/12.: Their Lent and other pretended Faſt- 
days, .as\they call them, does , ies 
alſo a great prejudice. to the xi; gays, as in Eng- 
Kingdom, ſeeing they ſpent and, becauſe Fiſh is 
ſome years ago, when the —_ Eo 
Kingdom was more populous 
and rich, above ſix Millions of Livers every 


year, in dry and ſalt Fiſh, which they bought 


trom Foreign Countries, beſides what they 
themſelves took. This Cuſtom was alſo very 
prejudicial to the Breeding of Cattle, of which 
much lefs - was conſumed than would have 
been otherwiſe, and conſequently it did di 
minifh the Revenue of Lands, and does con- 
ſtantly occaſion the death of a great many 
people, with whoſe Conſtitution Fiſh does not 
agree, and who either cannot find Meat in the 
{mall Towns and Boroughs in Lent, have no 
Money to buy it, or elſe entertain {cruples 
7 againſt 
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againſt it by the ſuggeſtion of 'the Idolatroug 
Prieſts, who flatter them with hopes of going 
diretly to Heaven without paſſing thro! Pur- 
vatofy, if they abſtain from Meat at fuck 


times. This did alſo deſtroy the Fiſh of the 


Rivers in Countries remote from the Sea, ſoas 


they cannot be furniſhed again, which is a 
great loſs to the Nation z for Sea-Fiſh bein 
there very ſcarce and dear, ' the Priefts a 
Monks, and ſome People in Towns and Coun- 
try, eat ſcarce any other but Freſh-water Fiſh: 


They do alſo loſe their time in Fiſhing, and. 


very often catch nothing at all. | 
And being upon this SubjeR, 1t may not be 
perhaps unſeaſonable, to eonfute the Errour of 
thoſe who fancy that Leni,and PRE Faſt- 
days are advantagions to a Nation; becauſe;fay 
they, it ſaves abundance of Cattle, and puts 
people upon Fiſhing, and conſequently to the 
perting of more profit by the Sea, than they 
would otherwiſe do; and by that ſame means 
alſo, more Sea-men are bred. I confeſs that 
Lent and Faſt-days are very uſeful to ſome 
Nations, but *tis not by obſerving them them- 
felves, but by furniſhing thoſe who do fo 
withFiſh,as the Engliſh,Scotch,Datch,&c. who 
furniſh the French and others. In England 
the Engliſh were quickly ſenſible that this 
was a miſtake 1m Politicks; for after Lent 
hath been obſerved there a while, fince the 
Reformation, on pretence of fome ſuch Poli- 
tical reaſons, as the encouragement of Fiſh- 
Fares T9" on 
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ing, &'c. they ſoon left it off, perceiving it did 
more hurt than good ; they ſaw” it did not 
increaſe the number of Sea-men, : but rather 
diminiſh them, and that there was no_ more 
Fiſh taken and conſumed, but rather lefs, by 
reaſon that People being under that ſervitude, 
were diſguſted with ic and did eat it againſt 
their will upon the very Fiſh-days, and could 
not endure it at all at other times, Whereas 
they eat it at all times indifferently now, and 
there is always good ſtore of all forts to -be 


found at the Fiſh-mongers, as well of Sea, as 


of Freſh-water Fiſh, and all ſorts of Shell- fiſh ; 
and now thoſe who love Fiſh more than Meart, 
can pleaſe themſelves, which they could . not 
do, if they were commanded tyrannically to 
do it. Beſides, Fiſher-men could not then make 
their conſtant Trade of Fiſhing, bat only in 
Lent, and about Fridays and Saturdays, where- 
as they can fiſh now, and do fiſh actually eves 
ry day. 'Tis true, France does not afford ſuck 
plenty of Meat as Exgland; but this muſt be 
alſo granted, that the People in France, who 
have Means, do not feed ſo much upon Meat, 
even upon Fleſh-days, as be call them,as the 
Engliſh commonly dos and beſides, the moſt 
part of the French People have not where- 
withal to do it. But I ſay further, that. Fraxce 
is in greater want of Fiſh than of Fleſh, and 
that the Kingdom would have had. Meat 
enough, if Lent, the four Ember-weeks, and 
other Faſt-days, had not been ſet upby — 
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ſition, for this occaſioned a negle& in breed- 
ing of Cattle, and even at preſent tho' the 
_ Kingdom lies deſolate in moſt parts; they. 
could afford Cattle enough, it Lent were abo-. 
liſhed, and Lands not abandoned ; and tho”. 
France 1s at leſs Expence now, as to the buy- 
ing of Foreign Fiſh, than it was before the. 
War, yet it expends ſtill very great Sums that 
way, tho' the poorer fort of People in the re- 
moteſt Provinces from Sea, ſeldom taſt Fiſh of. 
any ſort, and even very rarely of Meat. But, 
left any body ſhould imagine that I contradie. 
my ſelf, tn faying, that the People of England 
does not eat leſs Fiſh fince the obſervation of 
Lent, but do rather eat more, and that I pre-. 
tend nevertheleſs, that the obſervation of ſuch' 
a Superſtition, 'prejudices the Revenues of 
Land in France, and hinders the breeding and. 
conſumption of Cattle; I ſhall anſwer that 
ſpecious Objection : I call it ſpectous, becauſe. 
it ſeems, that if ſo be the aboliſhing of Lene, 
and other Fiſh-days in Exgland, produces that. 
effect, that more Fiſh is eaten in it ſince, it 
would ſeem to follow, that leſs Meat ſhould be. 
conſumed ; and ſo conſequently, if Lent and 


other pretended Faſt-days were aboliſhed in 


France, more Fiſh would be eaten, and leſs 
Fleſh deſtroyed. I anſwer to this, That there 
is no real contradiction in my Poſition, but. 


only a ſeeming one, and that only to thoſe 


who do not weigh things rightly. My reaſon 
is this, that in Englaud the People bave al- } 
+: ways, | 
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s, and at all ſeafons, plenty both of Meat 


.- and Fiſh, no place in the Kingdom being very 
xemote from Sea, and there being many Kivers 


full 'of Freſh-water Fiſh, and the Tide coming 
-up = great way Mm many of thoſe Rivers, tle 
.SeaFiſh is convey'd into the Country at a ve- 
ry. {mall charge. They have alſo plenty of 
good Cattle z\ ſo. that they may at. all times 
eat that which they like beſt, or find cheapeſt, 
and eat it alſo without that averſion, which 
the: Tyranny of Impoſlition occalions, when 
they are commanded or forbidden upon pain 
& Eternal Damnation to eat, or not to eat 
{uch and ſach things, at ſuch and ſuch times. 
Whereas France is generally much more re- 
mote. from the Sea, and Fiſh there very ſcarce 
of dear. Now in the places far diſtant from 
Seg,if it were not for the Superſtition of Lexr, 
and other Falt-days, as they call them, in thoſe 
Places, I lay, they would eat much more 


Meat than they do, .and more alfo than is 


eaten near the Sea-Coafts, where Fiſh 1s more 
.plentiful and cheaper, and conſequently they 
ſhould breed more. Cattle; and likewiſe they 

eat more Fifth in the Sea-ports and 0- 


ther places near the; Sea than. they do at pre- 


ſent, if it were not for the Tyranny impoſed 
upontheir Confciences, which . forbids chem 
to eat Meat at: ſuch and {ach times,. which 


creates if not in all, in moſt part. of them a 
;kind of. abhorrency /for Fiſh which they are 
| forced; to eat s And fo it comes to paſs that 


leſs 
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leſs Fiſh is taken in the Sea-ports, than there ; 
would be without this Superſtition ; and alſo” 
leſs Cattle is bredin the Country than ther - 
would be, if it werenot for the: ſame abule,'F 
which forbids the eating of Meat for about] 

five Months in the Year, and ſo puts all things 
in diſorder. For by this means thoſe that live FN. 
Near the Sea are diſguſted at Fiſh, which'Ne-: 
ture and Providence affords them very cheap,: 
and almoſt for nothing, and which would be 
a great Treaſure to them, if it were: not- for. 
the Tyranny impoſed upon them, and thoſe 
that live in the Country farther off, who} 
could breed abundance of Cattle, and eat. 
Meat very cheap, are forced to abſtain from it, 
and loſe that great advantage, and cannot have: 
Fiſh but at a very dear rate. This horrid a-. 
buſe occaſioned formerly the Expenſe of a great. 
many Millions Yearly to France for' Foreign 

Fiſh, and cauſes a vaſt expenſeeven at preſent, 
but 'does 6 times more-'prejudice otherwiſe, 
beſides the Difeaſes and Death of abundance. 
of weakly or old People, with whoſe confſti-. 
tution Fiſh-does not agree, as I ſaid already, 
and are therefore forced toeat many unwhole-: 
ſom things unfit for them, by. reaſon of their. 
ſcruples of Conſcience. L 

Things ftandin their natural Order in 

land, as to this, whereas in France all is ard thy 
- upſi de down:s For why, humanly and chriſti-: 4 hy 
anly ſpeaking, ſhall it be lawful to eat Meat | ) 

- at ſuch tumes rather than at others ? Or why | fit 
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muſt the Country-people be obliged to throw 
to the Dogs their Calves and Kids that are 
8 brought forth about Lene, when they want the 
' Milk of the Dam-? Becauſe no body is free 
to buy andeat Fleſh at that time. 

Obſerve by the way,that France has loſt alſo 
- confiderably in that reſpe&,by the expulſion of 
& Proteſtants, becauſe they did buy at that time 
PF fach Young Beaſts and ſeveral others in the 
be. Countries where they did live, which other- 
Or'Y wiſe had been loſt to the Owners, or elſe very 
f F chargeable to them. This may ſeem to be an 
10 8 inconſiderable thing, but yet 'tis not ſo incon- 
at'F fderable in ſucha great Kingdom as France's, 
It F where it occaſions the loſs of great Sums Year- 
ve'F} ly. Buthere are yet two other inconvenien- 
a }' & of great moment which happen by keep- 
lf ing of Lent. 
ll The firſt is, Thar the People are obliged very 
t | often to keep abundance of Cattle almoſt two 
© | Months longer than they would,or can conve- 
ej niently do, for want of Forage or other Food, . 
JF which occaſions oftentimes the loſs of a great 
'» | many Cattle and Beaſts. It is known that 
| the Country-people uſe to keep every Year a 
r} certain fixt number of Beaſts of all kinds ; 

1] Now it comes very often to paſs, that ſome 


£O 


fears Forageand Food is ſcarcer than others, 
| that the Winter is ſharper and longer z ſo 
'F tat the Farmers and Peaſants being ill-provided 
Cj with Forage in thoſe years, and there being 
"FE iktle Graſs yet growing in'the Fields, —_ 
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of the backwardneſs of the Seaſon, their Cat- 


tle muſt needs ſuffer much, if not periſh quite, | 


which would not happen if there was no ſuch 
thing as Lent ; for in that caſe they would ſel] 
part of their Cattle to Butchers, or eat it 
themſeves. 

The ſecond inconvenience which I obſerved 
Is this, that in Lent and other Faſt-days, the 
richeft Peaſants who dare not eatMeat then,6: 
who haveno Fiſh, do eat the moſt part of the 
Milk of their Cows, which diſables them to 
fuckk their Calves well, which is partly the 


cauſe why the Frezuch Cattle are commonly. ſo 


poor and ſmall. So that by this means, the 
Boors by not eating Heſh in Lent, deſtroy 
faur times more Fleſh than they would do it 


y were allowed to eatit; which is alſo a 


vaſt prejudice to Agriculture, the Revenue of a 


State, and to the Propagation of Mankind. If - 


any bold pretenders,to wit, contemn thoſe Ob- 
ſervations, as if they were more .proper for 
Boors, than for intelligent and retingd Men 3 
I cannot help it, but I believe all Men will not 
be of their Opinion. | 

13. That Spirit of Unjuſtice and Violence 
which at all times -poſſefleth the Romiſh Cler- 


gy, and ſets them when ever they meet with 


Princes of their own humour, to perſecute 
thoſe with the utmoſt fury, who will not ſub- 


mit to their Opinions, which have no other 
foundation, but their own. Ambition, Pride.and 


Coavetouſnels;; that Spirit, 1 ſay, of nj 
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has been one of the great cauſes of the Ruine 
of France. "leave it to the World to judge, 
whether they have not taken advantage in 
theſe laſt times of the weakneſs of that - Am- 
bitious Prince; who was poſleſled with the 
Chimerical Deſign of an Univerſal Monarchy, 
to*make him believe that it was convenient for 
him,” in order to attain his End, to deſtroy 
the reformed Religion in England, Holland, 
France, and in all other parts, and under that 


.pretence to brin; King James,who was known 


to be # bigotted *Ppince into the ſame defign, 
and 'oblige him to do all what we know he 
did, and to difpoſſefs him at laft, and keep 
Great \Br:ttain for himſelf; 1appeal, I fay, ro 
the Judicious, whether we may not fay with 
reafon, that in this reſpe& the Ronmifb Clergy 
and Je/wts have' been the Incendiaries of tins 
War, which is like to ruine the Kingdom of 
France for ever, 'or if that be not granted, yet 
they:muſt of neceſſicy own that their perſecu- 
ting Spirit has done incredible maſchiefs to that 

34. There is yet another thing: very con- 
trayy tothe welfare of the Nation, and to 
the Propagation of the People, «42 that the 
French Clergy, who enjoy the half of all the 
Eftates Rea and Perfonal, of the Ki m;, as 
F have already ſaid; .and ought conſequently 
to pay at leaſt as mucſ to the King proporti- 
onably, as the other Subjects, who poſleſs the 
other half ' of the Kingdom. The Clergy, E 
| KD H 3 lay, 
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lay, pay, even atpreſent, ſcarceten Millions of 
Livers ſince the War, to wards the 200 
Millions which the King exacts every year, 
one way or other, from the Nation, that is to 
ſay, that the Clergy and Religious Orders,both 
Male and Female, who make up perhaps: 300 
thouſand Souls, enjoy as much Revenue as 8 
or 9 Millions of other: People that are yet in 
the Kingdom of : France at this day, or as much 
as was enjoyed by 13or 14 Millions that might 
have been 1n it 3o years ago, . and that altho' 
every one of the Clergy and Religious Orders, 
one with another, hath as much to ſpend now, 


in relation to the Revenue of the Real and. 


Perſonal-Eſtates, as 4o or 50 other Perſons of 
the promiſcuous multitude, taken one: with 
another, that yet for all that, the Clergy. and 
Religious Orders taken in bulk, do not_bear 
above the: zcth part of the charges of the 
Government. And this muſt be yet added, 
that before- this War, when the King did 
raiſe by the ordinary Impofitions 132 Millions 
Yearly, without the Caſualties, as they call 
it, that did amount fome Yearsto 50, 60-and 
70 Millions, the Clergy did not pay above 5 
or'6 Millions Yearly. For the Poll-Tax, by 
which they are obliged to pay 4 Millions 
Yearly during+5 Years,” was eſtabliſhed ſince. 


But further, that we may Þþetter comprehend - 


how much the Clergy is eaſed above all other 
Subjects in the | Kingdom, it” muſt be known 
that the Officers of Judicature and other eur 
+ Ms VI 
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val Officers in the Nation, as thoſe of the Fi- 
nances, Civil-Government, and others, who 
did all of them buy their Offices very dear, 
the Farmers of the Impoſts, great and ſmall, 
with all their Crew,and the Clergy themſelves, 
*did coſt the People altogether above 200 Mil- 
lions of .Livers. Yearly, when the Kingdom 
was in a' better condition than now, that is, 
about 20 or 3o-years ago, without mentioning 
other Vexations and the loſs of their time. 
which they ſuffered, by continual wranglings - 
at Law, Oppreſhionsand Depradations of their 
Goods, ,or by the Superſtitions of the Clergy; 
of. all-which - Vexations and Lofles of time, 
and other Calamities, if they had been free, 
; they might have probably earned or ſaved 100 
Millions per 4unam more. But theſe things, I 
ſay, 1.don't reckon, . becauſe they turned to no 
body's account. At preſent indeed they can- 
not'-get ſo much from the People, becauſe 
of their being deſtroyed and totally ruined, 
Now the Clergy is not only free from all thoſe 
Miſchiefs and Loſſes of Money and Time, to 
which the other Subjects are obnoxious, but. 
they doalfo get Money from the People and 
plunder them by their falſe Devotions, and a 
thouſand new ways contrived by their Co- 
vetouſneſs, abuſing the Peoples ,credulity, en- 
deavouring continually to involue them in 
greater Ignorance, that they might domineer 
over them moreeaſily, and ſo diſpoil them.”Tis 
| very well known, that the Officers 'of Judica- 
- © ture 
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ture do much more indulge the Clergy: than 
they do the other Subjects, and that the Far- 
mers of the tmpoſitions have little or nothing 
to do with them; and- notwithſtanding that 
the Clergy do abuſe and cheat them of their 
Subftance by their ſuperſtitious tricks, as well 


as they do other People :/ yet they are reſpe#-: 


ed and feared by the Lawyers, and- do -main- 
tain ſome Judges, Advocates and Attarneys, 
who are their Penfionaries; Fhere is not-one 
Community of Eccleſiafticks or- Religious Or« 
ders, either Male or Female; -but have fome 
Penfionaries.in all thenotable Tribunals where 
their buſineſſes tye, who orderit fo that/they 
gain almoſt all their Suits at'Eaw, how ut- 
juſtly ſoever they be, againft: the Laityy who 
are lels abie to ſuſtain a good cauſe, fof want 
of Money and'Protection,' and then the Ec- 
clefiafticks are eyery day forging falſe Titkes for: 
want of goodones, by the hand of @ Father 
Titrier, as they caſt him, 'that-is, a Maker or 
Keeper of their Titles z for 'sis certain, that 
they have ſuch a one in all the Communalties 
of Ecclefiaſticks. This goes under the name 
of pious Frauds, as, well as the fake Doenati- 
ons and Legacies which they ofter> pretend to, 
have been \beſtowed upon them, In that 
manner they diſpoil the poor Laymerr of their 
Eftates, by the Favour and ProteQion they 
findone from another, fox they ſupport one 
another as Thieyes do, andare ſupported by 
the Pope, who has a ſecret,-influenceupon alt 
ſeep + 3 - their 
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their Aﬀairs, and ſometimes they are ſupport-' 


ed alfo by Courtiersz befides -the advantage 


they have by being richer than their Agverta- 


ries, and by bribing the Officers of 'Judica- 
ture, who ſometimes, as I faid, are theirPen- 
fionaries, As for the Maltotrers, ' that is, the 
Farmers general and' particular of Impoſitions, 
and their Servants, the'Romifh Clergy ts not 
expoſed to their Robberies, for they are not 
obnoxious to the Publick Taxes, but conrrary- 
wiſe, thoſe men are mneh- more obnoxious to 
the Craft of the Clergy, for they flatter them 


with the hopes of a Pardon for alt their Ex- 
torfions and Robberies, if they do but employ 


them about ſaying Maſſes, or make them Pre- 


ſents, or enter into their Fraternities, aid pay 


for it, &c. Neither are they expoſed as others 
are, tothe vexations committed in raiſing of 
Publick Taxes z for, as I faid already, the Pub- 
lick Taxes do not regard them : Nor do they 
ſuffer by/the Subtilties and:Cheating Fricks of 
other Eeclefiaſticks, as do the reft of the'Na- 
tion, for one Raven does never pick out the 
Eyes of another. And moreover;their Eſtates, 
and their Farmers and-Tenants, are in-a better 
condition than thoſe of others, becauſe the 
Landlords, being well in their Afairs, are able 
to fipport them the better, and their Houſes 
and Eands are always kept in better order, and 
furniſhed with the Cattle the: Land af- 
fords. Beſides, they-are not hable to be forced 
to buy new Offices, or loſt the od ofties; as 
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other people are,becauſe they have none. They 
are not cruſhed as the other Subjects, with or- 
dinary and extraordinary Taxes, : nor with 
forced Loans to the King, whereby ſo many 
thouſands of others have been and are every 
day.utcerly - ruined z neither do they go to 


_ War, nor to the Arrier-Ban. By this means, 
1t comes. to.paſs, that this ſort of People, who 


are for the moſt part burthenſom and unpro- 
fitable to. the Nation, , and even to: their pre- | 
tended Church, are free from all the Calami- 
ties under which -the - uſeful Subjects groan. 
I ſay, they are unprofitable for the moſt part z 
for 'tis certainly true, that. tho' of 250 thoy- 
ſand People of that kind, there may be in that 
Kingdom ( beſides the- Nuns) «go. thouſand 
ſhould be disbanded, there would remain a 
ſufficient number. for their ordinary Service. 


| And fo all the Monks generally, either thoſe 


that enjoy great Rents, .or thoſe wha are Beg- 
gars,..might be very. conveniently diſmiſled, 
and generally all the Convents might be abro- 
gated, maintaining. only the Biſhops and a 
competent number. of, Curates, and Prieſts, 
who ought to pay. Taxes. proportionably to 
their Revenues, . Equity, good Qrder, and Pub- . 
lick Welfare requires no leſs. { But nothing 


good was to be expected from fuch a Reignas. 


this. is. 1 grant the Curats.and Country-Prieſts 
are heavily loaden with 1 axes, and that-they. 
can hardly ſubſiſt, becauſe all the burthen is 
caſt upon them z. But yet they fare a great 
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deal better than the greateſt part of the Laity, 
who poſſeſſed formerly. fome Eftates,/ which 
they have loſt now by the Taxes, and are with- 
all charged with Debtsand Children. Where- 
as tho' the Prieſts be never ſo poor, yet ſome 
Bread is/left them; without any.toil or tur- 
moil for its for they neither labour nor-preach, 
nor are bound to do any. kind of work, but 
what the,moſt idle, ftupid and 1gnorant Pea- 
fant might do as'well,- if he could but read, 
and had memory enough to learn. by long 
praRtice, how to handle the Muſquet and ſome 
part of the Military Poſtures, for the exerciſe 
of the Maſs and Prieſts Trace, may be.learnt 
and practiſed as -eafily as that ; they enjoy a 
Church-living gratss, which they neither:yherit 
for their capacity-nor ſervices, which are tone, 


- neither had by Inheritance from their Anceſt- 


ors, nor can be ſeized upon for Debts. I grant, 
tis but reaſon they ſhould live by 'their Trade, 
ſince they do that -which the People will have 
them todo, and wherewith they are content- 
ed. But as for thoſe numbers of rich Mon: 
aſteries, Convents, Commonalties, Abbeys, 
Friorys, Prebendaries which contribute no- 
thing-or almoſt nothing, to the ſupport of the 
Government : What reaſon is there that they 
ſhould enjoy the half - of all the. Eſtates in the 
Kingdom, and ſhould not pay to the Govern- 
ment, above the' 2cth- part of what the reſt 
of'..the Nation pays. For, as I faid before,thoſe 
wealthy Clergy-men pay almoſt. norhing, of 
{Tas " What 
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what the Clergy pays in general; All the bur- 
then falls vpon the little Curates and Priefts, 
who are left without ProteQion, though they 
ought to be moſt protected of all. 1 confeſs 
indeed, that as for the - Laity, the Revenues 
and Profits/ of their Induſtry, help them to- 
wards the paying of Taxes, whereas the Cler- 
gy has no fuch help. But for all that,” the 
Laity is overwhelmed' with Taxes,” 'while the 
Clergy thrives and fares well. Moreover, what 
Juſtice is it that thediligent and laborious fort 
of Feople in a Nation fhould periſh, and be 
deftroyed like Vidims; inorder to fatterithe 
hazy and idle fort, and that ſo many Millions 


of uſeful Subjects, ſhould be Sacrificedtoſuch 


ſluggiſh Befty-Gods > We 'can never enough 
bewail fach a blindneſs as this, nor expreſs all 
the miſchiefs which ſuch an Unjuſtice brings 
along with it, and” wherewith France hath 
been afth&ed forſo many Centuries, the effects 
which are more pernicions now thatrever. 
15. What ſhall we fayof the Moral 'Fhito- 
ſophy of that pretended Reftgion, fo fatable 
to'tts Docrines, which is commonly afcribed 
to 'the Fefuites, but belongs de flo and de 
Jure,to ail the Sects, and Parts of the Popery 
and is authorized by ' the conftane practice 
ofall their pretended Church? Whick canonizes 
all the Crimes perpetrated/for its intereſt, and 


lates and” extenuates all others, © has 8- 


zoliſhed the Ten Commandments of God's 
Law by other Laws diametrically oppoſiteand 
| contrary 
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contrary.to them, and.;conſtantly , practiſed 
and commanded by that Society of Men, 
commonly called the. Ghurch of Room, as I 
could eaſily juſtifie, , which fills the whole 
World, but Fraxce eſpecially, with Ungodli- 
neſs and all ſorts of Vices. 

16, What ſhall we ſay more of that Spirit 
of, Tyranny, with which the Romiſh Clergy, 
but-eſpecially the Jeſuits, do inſpire Princes 
who are ruled by them, not only in things re- 


lating to Religion, but alſo to Political Go- 


vernment, . by counſelling 'em to make uſe of 
the moſt deſperate Tyranny, becauſe that how 
much the more the Princes whom they govern, 
are authorized and feared of their Subjeds, 
ſo much the more are the Jeſuits their Tutors 
authorized and dreaded alſo. France ſmarts 
at preſent under the effects of this, and England 
has but lately eſcaped the like danger. That 
Spirit of Tyranny which makes up a great 
part of the Efſence of Popery, is yet more 
peculiar to the Society of Jeſuits, than to any 
other in Popery. And 'tis known that the 
Principles of their Order, as they call it, do 
give their General an abſolute and indefinite 
Power to Command,and to do what he liſts, 
and that they are to render hima Blindfold- 
obedience, and they look upon the Pope's pre- 
tended. Monarchy over. the Univerſal Church 
and Warld,, to be the moſt perfe& Pattern of 
Governments, in. aſſuming to himſelf the Au- 
thority to, deſtroy all Nations and "IN or 
u 


bp 


and execrable Morals,*as well as by the exam- 
ple of all the chiefeſt Prelates at Rome, is of 
a very great prejudice to France, becauſe it 
did formerly fill the whole Kingdom with A+ 
dulteries, Fornications, Inceſtuous Copulations, 
and things yet more execrable, nay, with mil- 
lions of open and hidden Crimes, and cauſes 
ſtill abundance of ſuch Diſorders, as an infi- 
nite number-of Abortions, Murtherings of Chil- 
dren, and- ſuch like; for the Clergy who are 
guilty of thoſe Vices, make no fcruple, ſo they 
can but conceal them, to murther both the 
Mothers and Children. And then belides,they 
corrupt People by their ill Examples auricular 
Confeſſions, and the pretended Power they 


have to give Abſolurion for all ſuch Vices: 


theſe things with the Morals of their Cafuiſts 
has done horrid Effets in France, and. does 
ſtill deſtroy many thouſands of People every 
year, keeps abundance of People from Mar- 

rying, is a great obſtruction to Propagation, 
and 1s very contrary tothe Publick good. 

18. The Drunkenneſs of that Clergy had 
alſo formerly, and has ſtill (tho' not ſo much 


now becauſe of the Extream Miſery) a very . 


great influence upon the Manners of all the 
Nation. For the greateſt part of the Clergy-. 
men, except ſeveral Biſhops and Curates in 
the biggeſt Towns, and fome other Men in 
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Monafteries and Commonalties, are Drunk- 
ards, and. upon their example many of the 
Common-people are ſuch alſoz and it muft 
be confeſſed that beſid:s the loſs of fo great a 


quantity of Wine, unprofitably ſpent by that 


Clergy, and upon their example by the Peo- 
ple, which is a very great loſs; Drunkenneſs, 
as well as Whoredom, ruines abundance of 
Families and deftroys many People, ſhortning 


- their days, . and cauſing them to loſe all their 


time. 

I leave to Divines to ſpeak of the badet- 
fects of thoſe Vices as to the Eternal Salvation. 
It were tono purpoſe to ſay that Drunkenneſs, 
Adultery and Fornication are common alſo 
torother Nations, but Papiſts. For 'tis the 
Popiſh Church, that hath moſt of all infe&ed 
all the Word, and therefore ſhe is very pro- 
perly called in Scripture, The Mother of all the 
Fornications and Abominations of all the. Earth ; 
for ſhe practiſes, abets and countenances them. 
And befides that, it is certain that the Popiſh 
Clergy, .andeven in general all People in the 
World; whoare ignorant in the Revealed Re- 
ligion; and hate the Holy Scripture, or do 
not read it, and have plenty of all things,as that 
Clergy who have nothing todo, for'there is 
not .one in two hundred that Preaches or 
Studies, that have no Legitimate Children or 
any care of Family, that by their Sacred Sta- 
tutes muſt above all - things be well- provi- 
ded with Tools fit for Generation, and to have 

| no 
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nb Averſion from Wine. 'Tis certain, I ſaygthat 


People who are in all thoſe Circumſtances as 


the Popiſh Clergy is,commently are Reprobates, 


and given to all Crimes and Vices. How much 
the more that Clergy who are hot obnoxious 
to the Secular Juſtice, and fear no repreſſion, 
who are awed and reſpected generally by the 
People (tho' never fo impitous and profane) as 
making their @wn God, and pardoning Sins 


anthoritative to whom they pleaſe, and upon - 


whoſe intention the making of all Sacraments 


depends z Such Clergy, Lay, who do not pro- 


pole to themſelves atry other Examples of Ver- 
tue but that of the Popes and Cardinals,whoſe 
Ambition, Pride, Perftidiouſneſs, Crueky,; Im- 


ptety, and Covetoulſnes are fo well :kaown, © 


and yet if well believe them, they cati ſave and 


damn all Men and Nations as they pleaſe. It's 


certainly ealie enough to conceive that a Na- 
tion can hardly thrive: ſo well under the Di- 


retion of fach Men, and ſuch a ſtrange ſort 


of Religion, which is truly Antichriſtian, as 
under the Reformed Religion, and a Proteſt- 
ant Miniſtry. tn a word, it may be truly af- 


&rmed without any paſſion or invecive, that | 


the Popiſh Morals and the conſtant practice of 


their precended Churchdo authorize, even by | 


their Covnticils and approved Doctors, : all 
Crimes and Vices, which thas a powerful. and 
mighty influence upon the manners of the 
People, and by this means, if Gotl; had per- 
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| ſucha degree as the Principles and Practices of 


that Church are, humane Society ſhould never 
have ſubſiſted- So that we have but very little 


reaſon to admire the great Wiſdom or ſuper- 


fine” Politicks of thoſe great Men, the Cardi- 
nals de R:ichelienand Mazarim, Louvois, Colbert 


 andothers, 'who did not perceive thoſe palpa- 


ble and-groſs abuſes, 'or which/is' worſe, had 
no inclination toReform them. - If any Man 
ſay; that the reſpe& they had for Religion did 


' hinder them, that's a mighty reflection upon 


their underſtanding, for how could they aſ- 
cribe to the Chriſtian Religion and its great 
Author, ſach follies and extravagancies, which 
are not attended with the -leaft Profit, and are 


ſo much againſt-common ſenſe, '{6 ſcandalous 


and contrary to equity and charity, and ten- 


ding vilibly to the-ruine of Statesand Nations. 


Befidzs, tis well known, that thoſe Perſons 


-- cared but little for Religion, and that they did 


not regulate rhemſelves by a ſuperſtitious Bi- 
gottery, nor was it the diffticulty-of *Reform- 
ing ſuch extraordinary abuſes, that did deterr 
them from it, for the thing was eafte to be 
done, eſpecially under a Prince of ſo much 
Authority as Lewzs. the XIV. and ail the Na- 
tion would have been glad of it}. becauſe it 
would 'have eaſed them - conſiderably, there- 
fore it's plain, it-was for no other reaſon, but 
at they wanted a due elevation of - mind, 
ad-zeal for the Pablick good. Nothing was 
dey rothem, but their own Intereſt, and- _ 
7 I they 
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they might fatisfie their Ambition and Cove- 
touſnels, and attain their defire to enrich and 
raiſe their Families. 

This is ſome part of the Political Viſchiefs 
that the Romiſh Religion is the cauſe of ;-: and 
every Body may learn from hence, that all the 
Popiſh States, who are not inclined to ſhake off 
| the Pope's Yake,think it their Intereſt to endea 


vour to reduce thoſe who ſhook it off under the. 


fame again, to. deprive | them of. thoſe great 
advantages they enjoy above themſelves, and 


therefore Proteſtant States ought 'to beat all 


times upon their Guard, as well to preſerve 
their Religion as their Civil Government, , . I 
make bold to fayythat I could demonſirate here, 
if it were convenient, that the pretended Re- 
ligion of the Church of Rome hath cauſed a 
prejudice to the Kingdom of France,of above 
200 Millions of Livers one year with another, 
for a long time. 

Certainly any man will be convinced, that 
the Doctrines of the Pope's Supremacy and 
Tranſubſtantiation., and ſome other of -the 
{ame ſort, make but a ſmall compenſation to 
France for the great Loſſes ſhe endures by them, 


and that if fo be there had been any true ſo- 


lidity of Judgment, or any ſpark' of Gene- 
rolity in thoſe great Politicians before named, 
they would have avoided ſucha ruine, by con- 
tenting thamſelves.to acknowledge the Au- 
thority of Chrift and his Wond,without charg- 
ing themſelves with ſuch ruinous and pw 

rous 
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ſtrous Opiniohs.' ..Ohe would think that Men 
who haveſo little regard to reafonsdrawn from 
the Holy. Scriptures, againſt Popery, ought to 
be ſo much the'more affeted with thoſe which 
Temporal Intereſt affords. | 

So that for 'the Reaſons above mentioned, 
and others that might be nated ; I think the 
aboliſhing of Popery in £ngland, is worth 
to this Kingdom. at leaſt 8 Millions Sterling 
Yearly, which it ſpares by it one way or 0+ 
ther, and proportionably to Scotland, but much 
leſs to Ireland, becauſe Papery Reigns ſtill 
thert too much, with moſt of the diſorders 
which 1 noted before: 

Here it is fit toobſerve, that I do not reckon 
amongſt the 20d | Millions of Livers which 
France loſes every Year one with another by 
Popery, the ordinary Annual Revenues which 
the Clergy get either from the Real and Per- 
ſonal-Eftates, or by their Cheats and Tricks ; 
for all that they get by thoſe things'is not loſt 
to the Kingdom. ſeeing they muſt live, I 
underſtand only the damages that are cauſed 
by the Principles of Popery and/ their neceſ- 
ſary conſequences, Nor do I mean that Frante 
/lofes at preſent-ſo much Yearly, as 200 Mil- 
lions per Annum, 'by Popery at preſent ; be- 
eaaſe of the Kingdoms decay in its Revenues: 
ut it may be affirmed with reafon, that for a 
ty long time, till the days wherein welive, 
ſt above 200 Millions, or the equivalent 
every year one with another. This muſt be 
oath col I 2 _ underſtood 
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underſtood,fince Silver and Gold 'became more 
common in France, for-2co hundred years ago, 
all the Revenues of France were not worth 
Ioo Millions, on + $47 

It 1s ealte to\ demonſtrate; that if Popery 
were aboliſhed in France, which'is not tobe 
expected in this Reign, and tho*' the Govern- 
ment were as at preſent in reſpe& of Taxes, 
yet the King of France might eaſily get an hun- 
dred Millions of 'Livers more from the King- 
dom, -than Lews the XIV. does,' without the 
_ being Taxed any more than at pre- 

nt. | 

19. France is not ſo conveniently fituated 
for Trade as England, which is incompaſſed 
almoſt round by the Sea, and has four times 
as many. good Ports as France, and no body 
can deny that this is a great advantage, for to 
make a Nation both populous and rich. 

20. France has no ſuch Mines as England has, 
of Tin, Copper,and Lead which do inrich the 
Land, and furniſh Subſiſtence to an incredi- 
ble number of People, as well as the Coal- 
pits we have, of which none” almoſt in 
France, . 

21. The Copſe-Woods do take up great part 
of the ground in France, whereas the Engliſh 


 Coal-pits take up very little ground, whence 


there is ſo much the more Ground for Tillage 
and Husbandry, which ſerves to maintain 
a greater quantity of People. - | 


22. The 
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22. The Vines of which, the Expences are 
{o great, and their-Revenne fo uncertaia,fince 
they fail commonly more than once in three 
Years; take up alſoa great deal of Ground in 
the Kingdom: of France, whereas' the Corn 
or ordinary Mault, wherewith we'make our 
Drinkin England, fails more ſeldom, and coſts 
much. leſs,either for cultivating: of it or. get- 
ting it from other places. - Sothat :tis rare that 
the price of Beer increaſes. + -/. * 

23- Tis obſervedalſo, that Corn-Lands-in 
France fail oftner than in England, which Ob- 
ſervation, if it be true, as | believe it is, muſt 
proceed either from: a greater fruitfulneſs of 
the'Soil in England,or from a more equal tem- 


_ perature of the Air, or from this Reaſon, that 


the Engli/h are better provided with good Cat- 
tle, and Men, and all other neceſlaries for Huſ- 
gpodry, or from ;all thoſe Reaſons together, 
Thich 1 think to be very true, and is moſt cer- 
tain. We have ſhewn already that the Land 
is more populous, and. the Cattleis more nus 
merous alſo, and better fed than in France, 
becauſe thereis generally more Hay and bet- 


ter paſtures in England, and by conſequence 


their Cattle, as well as Men who are better 
fed, can work better'z Belides, their Cattle + 


- make more Dung and better than that of 


France, for the Dung of good and luſty Cat- 
tle is better than that of weakly and lean Cat- 
tle, and Hay-dung is better than Straw-dung 3 
78 I 3 'Tis 
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'Tis known there is almoſt no Hay in ſeveral 
Provinces of France; So that the Horſes where- 
with they Plow and Till the Ground, feed /on- 
ly upon Straw with fome Oats, and for that 
reaſon they cannot keep Cows-nor Oxen,- | In 
other Provinces where they keep fuch Cattle, 
they mix Straw with Hay for their food zand 
as} ſaid before, the Young Calves being de- 
prived in Lent and other Faft-days, of the Milk 
of the Cows,becauſe the Boors live upon Milk 
at thoſe times, this hinders the Cattle from 
£rowing luſty and ſtrong's - But further, the 
cxtream poverty of Farmers and other Coun 
try-people does not permit'them to do their 
Work fo well as it ought to 'be Gone, nor to 
+ be ſupplied with fuch good Cattle and other 
neccfiaries. However, tis certain, - that 'tho' 
England'is not ſo well peopled,nor the ground 
{o well managed as it ſhoukd be'; 'ris certain, 
I fay, it ſends abundance of ' Corn to Foreign 


Nations ; Holland, Flanders, Spam,Portugal have 


vaſt quantities from hence,” which confirms 
it further, that Exgtandis more populous than 
moſt People think, eſpecially when we con. 
ſrder that London conſumeth ſuch a prodigious 
quantity of Corn, and that commonly at a 
good rate, if compared with the ordinary 
price of it atParss,tho' not mich above half ſo 
big as London, arid which # fituated in the 
midſt of ſeveral - Provinces 'abounding - with. 
Corn, and enjoys ſeveral ' Rivers fit for- car- 


riage, which do all fall into the River Seine at 


Payer, 24, A 
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24. A Country fit for Paſture and Breeding 
of Cattle, can maintain a greater number of 


' People, than one which is deftitute of that ad- 


vantage, becauſe. the Cattle feeding in the 
Fields, work for Men in their abſence, and 
they can inthe mean time go about their bult 
neſs ; Beſides, Cattle ſupphes many.Manu- 
factures as I ſaid before, as are thoſe of Wooll, 
Leather, Horns, - Butter, Cheeſe, Tallow, &#c. 
Moreover,a little Meat withBread,nourithes bet- 
ter than 3 times as much Bread without Meat. 
That's the Reaſon why the Engliſh People eat 
generaltiy leſs Bread than thoſe of &rance, and 
withal are ſtronger and fatter. : 

25. Victuals are commonly cheaper in Eng- 
land than in France, which wonderfully helps 


to theencreaſe of People, when not occaliait- 


ed by ſcarcity. of Money, as 'tis now-in 
France; 'tis mightily advantagious to: Tradef- 
men, Manufacturers, Merchants, - who can 
Victual their Ships at a better rate than others 
can do, and they may by that means, as well as 
Tradeſmen and Manufacturers afford their 
Commodities cheaper to Foreigners and Na- 

tives, and-ſo underſell all others. | 
26: Woollen-cloath, which is the ordinary 
Cloathing of Mankind, Coal-fewel, Salt, Can- 
dle, Common-Sope, Shoes , are cheaper in 
England thanin France, which is a great help 
to Propagation, for theleſs it coſts people to 
TR 1-4 - maintaig 
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maintain themſelves and their Family, the *J- I 
more are they inclined to marriage. ir 
27. Ihe Fiſhing alſo in the Engliſh Seas, | 
and the great plenty of Oytters,Crabs,Muſcles, } fe 
Langolts, Cockles and other ſuch things. do Ft 
maintain and nouriſh many more People, both it 
Fiſhermenandothers,in Engiand than in France, - 
and conſequently make it a great deal more 
populous. 
25. England has alſo ſeveral great Rivers 
naturally better furniſhed with Freſh- water 
Hh than thoſe of France. Belides, Lent and 
« ther Fiſh-days, as well as great numbers of 
Monks who are forbidden to eat Vieat at any 
time. have exhuuſted all the Rivers of France 
of Fiſh, - to that degree, that very few is to 
be found in them, :as I inſinuated before, and 
the Rivers of England have moreover a lorg 
Tide and Ebb, ſo that the Sea-Fiſh is always 
at a good rate, becauſe it can be carried by 
that means very eatily and cheap, and convey- 
ed to all parts of England, which is generally 
nearer the Sea than France 1s. 7 
29. The ſtupendious mujtirude of Soldiers 
in the French Service, which the King keeps 
even in times of Peace, who are for the moſt 
part Unmarried, as I already ſaid, and what's 
worſe, | do: mightily vex and diſturb the other 
Subjects, are a great impediment to France's 
hag ſo Boppatonis as * England. 


ED They do not taſþ®) ſo great care of re- 
lieving 
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 Heving poor Families in France, as they-- do- 
in England, 

21. There dyes without neceſſ ity, that is to 
ſay, for meer want, much more Feaple in 
Hoſpitals, and poor Families in trance than 
in England, as | have demonſtrated. 

32. The method of railing Taxes and im- 
poſitions in Lewis the XIV, -Reign,' has alſo 
contributed much towards depopulating the 
Kingdom : As for example, the. Taille, the 
Gabelle or Exciſe upon Salt, the MXtenſi le and 
ſome other Impoſitions, are raiſed by Colle- 
ors, who are obliged in Sol;zdum,to pay one for 
another and for all the Pariſh, where they are 
eſtabliſhed Colle&ors, to pay, I ſay, and 
anſwer for all inſolvent perſons ; Such Col- 
lecors have commonly no Wages nor Sallary 
for their pains, as they have in Eugland, ſo 
that they are obliged to ſpend all their time 
therein, Without any indemnity, and as the 
People is ruined, if the ColleQtors have any 
thing to loſe, they loſe it alſo infallibly ; I have 
known ſeveral Peaſants who had 3o years ago, 
a Stock of five, orſix, or ten thouſand Livers, 
who in two or three years time, have. been to- 
tally ruined,by being made Collectors. There is 
none of 'em at preſent in the Country, thatare 
worth any:thing;ſo-that they cannot loſe it,but 
they are continually bufie, running from place 
to place in the Pariſh to.get Payment, and loſe 
Abſolutely all their time in that unlucky Office. 
There are at lea four of | them for the. Taille 
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in every Pariſh, and four for the Gahelle or 
'Impoſition upon Salt, every year; in fome Pa- 
riſhes there are more. Moreover, the Collecors 
of the former years, to whom ſomething is 
owing of the old Taxes which they paid for 
others, loſe alſo their time ' about recovering 
their due, running from Houſe to Houſe ; and 
for all this, becauſe'tis often impoſſible to them 
to pay the Receivers, being not paid themſelves, 
they are frequently Impriſoned, and muſt pe- 
Tiſh in the Goal ; it intangles them beſides, in 
many Suits at Law, wherein they and their Ad- 
verfaries loſe Money and Time. And ſoin 
all other Impoſitions and Taxes, belides what 
the King has for his ſhare, which is always 
very exceſſive, and what the Farmers peneral 
and particular, and their wretched Tools, get 
or extort for themſelves upon the Nation, 
they put the poor People to vaſt Charges by 
the Suits at Law, anjuſt Confiſcations, Im- 
priſonments, loffes 'of Time, and many other 
oppreſſive Ways ; So that the Vexations of 
the People of Franceare inexpretfible. Any body 
may judge what damage and prejudice it cauſes 
to a Kingdom, if it were nothing elſe but the 
loſs of 1 ime. Ki 
 - The thing is not only fo in relation to the 
Exciſe upon Sz/t, and that called the Tarlle, 
and ſome; others, raiſed by Colle&ors , 'but- 
alſoin relation to ſeveral hundreds of other 
Taxes, which are not gathered by Collectors, 
but by other Men Commiſſioned an "_ 
e 
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&d therein by the general and' particular: Far- 
mers of the Impofts.” One cannot imagine the 
| Vexations' and {tobheries they commic upon 
the People; nor the incredible multicudeof 
unjuſt Suits at Law which they raife;7wherein 
they are both Judges/ arid Parties; and”! the 
loſs of 'Time they cauſe, as'well as offi Goods, 
which they occaſion to 'the Subjeds}* 13-rvery 
confiderable. Neither'are they the only Gain- 
ers by it, the Officers*'6f- Judicature! have 
alſo a ſhire in it ; but- as for the Time loft, 
and ſeveral other diforders and loſſes *1t>occa- 
fions to the Nation, 'no "body gets any thing 
by it. Tdare fay, that before this War the 
Unjuſtice and Violence of thoſe Men did beget 
more wranglingsat Law'all over the Kingdom 
every year, by the occaſion; of Taxes alone, 
than there are in Spain every year,” upon what 
Subject ſoever. = 
3 3-England enjoys yet another advantage over 
France, which 1s this, that the /Air 1s more 
temperate, being neither ſo cold nor fo hot, as 
tis in the coldeſt or hotteft parts of France, by 
reaſon of the' Vapours' of -the Sea; ' which 


the Sun, which makes England to be fitter for 
Propagation and Multiplication both of Men 
and Cattle, and from thence it -is that tis ſo 
plentiful irt Cattle, and all forts of Graſs, Roots, 
and Herbs,” | | V 
34- As for its Situation, beſides that it is 
compatſſed almoſt round by theSea,which oo 
: hes 


allay the ſeverity. of the cold and theheatof 


_ 
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her in:ſome fort a Neighbour to all the-partsof 
the Univerſal World, by means of Navigation 


and Trade;lIt has theſe further advantages over + 
France, that its Sea-ports are far better, and | 


more in number as] infinuated elſewhere, and 
that itimay be ſaid with. truth, that it is much 
nearer the;moſt trading parts of Europe, and 
even of; the whole World ; fince on. the: faſt 
it faces Holland and Handers, and: the moſt 


trading/parts of Germany... And on the North 


and! Eaft.;it is nearer the Countries; from 
whence all-Materials neceflary tor Navigation 
and Shipping are to be. gotten, v:z. Aorwegve, 
Denmark, Swede, Poland, Pruſſia, Liefland, and 
the moſt Northern parts.of Germeny. - On the 
South; it faces the beſt and moſt trading part 
of France; and as for. the reſt of the World, 
the great number of-its Ships, and -the good 
Convoys it furniſhes them with, ſets it, as I 
have ſaid already, in. the Neighbourhood of 
the remoteſt parts of 'the World. 

35. We muſt not forget another great ad- 
vantage. that England has above France, viz, 
thar, by its ſituation, which has procured to it 
the Naval Power it enjoys , England cannot 
beeafily invaded by Neighbouring Nations, as 
ve ſee it commonly practiſed amongſt other 
Nations that are contiguous one, to; another, 
and as we have ſeen lately. the /rench. King 1n- 


vading Spain, Germany, Flanders, Savoy, GC. 


which has- occaſioned:/rhe-ruine and depopu- 
lation-of part of thoſe Countries, , as 'd1d alſo 
ty | | formerly 
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formerly the Spaniards, andother Neighbours 
when they invaded France. So that” Fe Peo- 
ple of Zngland'is more free from that" danger 
abſt aithonour than any other People whatfo- 
evers375559 
36. We our ght atfooretkon this to be a 
great via that England has above France 
and other Nations, viz. that by the interpoſi- 
tion of the 'Sea 'between' "England and them, 
we' are not ſo tiivch in” danger of being ; 
tempted to. invade other Nations , whi 
ſaves England abundance of precious' Blood; 
whereas France, by teaſon' of its fituation, 
ſheds floods of her People's Blood at random 
and in vain, which has brought that unhappy 
Kindgom into'the miſerable condition it is im at 


preſent.” For 'tho' the Enghſh Maritime Forces 


do put them in a condition to enterprize up- 
on the Neighbouring Nations, and 'to'land 
Armies in their Country , as it is well 
known they often did formerly, having almoſt 
conquered all that great Kingdom, inſomuch 
that ſome of our Kings were Crowned 

of France at'Paris ; altho'; 1 ſay, this Nation 
be more able than ever it was, (eſpectally un- 
der a-King fo Wiſe and Valliant as the preſent 
King) to enterprize things of that Nature, 
if it were thought fit ; yet it muſt be con- 
feſſed, ” that there is 'much more difficulty in 
cranſporting i into an 'Enemies Country great 
Armies with-many Horſes, and all other Equi- 


page by Sea than by Land, eſpecially wg 
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go Seaport cor place belonging to win th 
cha is to be attacked, lance @ handful of 


Men Hagdins upon ir guard, ..can: hinder 
their. 


,or atleaſt thetaking of footing 


there, and $ weare'to depend continually 
gerone Element, and. . ſeeing. one. Storm can 


yet in that, one refpe& many thouſand People; 


to diſpute us by degrees,out of theDominion of 


the Sea;. or to do us any. miſchief by the in- 


gined, - how many Pocple this thing does alſo 
ave to;Exug/and. And belides,we are ina greater 
capacity to croſs and diſappoint the detigns of 


ſeveral patent Nations, than they are to: dif- 


appoint gurs. I mean by the. ſtrength. and 
nimblenels of our Naval Forces, which, can 


keep them always. in allarm, and them 


to guard all their Maritime Places:and Coaſts 
with Soldiers, whichis very chargeable to ow 
| | 37+ BY 
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38. By all theſe reaſons it appears alſo, that 
there is. no 0ecajuty for us to keep on foot ſuch 
vaſt numbers of Forces in time of Peace,as our 

| Neighbours are obliged to. do, becauſe there 
is not commonly... much reaſon to fear their 
 Invalians,whenEngland is well united in it ſelf. 
L con{efs, there is always need of agood Fleet, 
but it's leſs coſt and trouble to the Nation than 
one or two hundred thouſand Men, and be- 
lides [is very uſeful to. eur Trade... Add to 

' this, that other Nations. are not free neither, | 
notwithſtanding, the great number of their 
ſtanding Forces, from. the neceſſity of main- 
taining either great or ſmall Fleets, as well as 

England. 

39» | The Places and Towns which the Freuch 
hp has kept ſo long in the Dominions of 
other. Princes and States, ..did drain away the 
Coinfrom France, belides ſeveral thouſands of 
Families.: As for example,Gazal.and P; Hprd, 
where great Garriſons were kept,and, 
Provafions were. t from. Piedmont and 
Montferrat,with Frenc . 1 ks Thoſe 2 places, 

1 lay, belides the Fortifications augmented, 
changed, and altered now andthen, did not 
| coſt leſs than a, Million of Livers year! ;and ſo 
many other great Garriſons, and Lntibcartend 
made m.the Netherlands and elſewhere, did 
exhauſt, the Money - of the Kingdom. _ | 
40. How many; thouſands of the French 
Peopledid leave their Native Country toretire 
themielves into the new Congueſts,. as I ini 
nuate 
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tuatedelſewhere, and where they were leſs op- 
preſſed with Taxes; and it'was ſuppoſed x; 

ears ago, that above'2co- thouſand Souls had 
left France: to ' tranſplant themſelves into the 
faid Conqueſts. 1 could proffer "ſeveral 'other 
reaſons, but theſe are enough. I delire tt may 
be obſerved, that in all this, 'F do not mention 
any thing chat hath happened fince this War, 
nor even ' the laſt horrid Perſecution 'of the 
Proteſtants; the loſs of ſo/many People, - of the 
Manufactures of Trade, and of fo much 
Money they Grried along with them 5 nor do 
Tfay any thing of the laſt Mortality, nor- of 
the French King's keeping 4 or 500 thouſand 
Men 1 in Arms, 6c. 

'So that *tis eafie'to perceive roma choſe 
reaſons, and others that may be adduced, that 
England oughtmnot only'to be more populous, 
which isthe thing I did more particularly un- 
dertake to prove, but by neceſſary conſequence, 
richer alſo/:and more potent, than 'France ever 
was, proportionably to the reſpeaive bigneſſes 
of both Kingdoms. | 
: *Some-may perhaps gbje&/ againſt! all'my 
Reaſons, and fay,-if ſo be/the Nation is {0 po- 
pulous, how does it cometo-paſs that it is not 
richer and more potent * for an Idandy ſich 
as England is, of that extent, and ſo well firua- 
ted, with all the other advantages above men- 
tioned, if © populous,” muſt | needs be alſo'ex- 
treamly rich and powerful; and if it be rich 
and powerful, whence: dors it come that-the 
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Y King's Revenues in time of Peace are ſo ſmall, 
_ and nothing near fo conſiderable as thoſe 'of _ 


the French King, and his Court fo much infe- 


_ riour to that of France, in ſplendor, magnifi- 


cence, and number of Courtiers, and that his 
Palace in the Head-City, viz. Whrtehall, is: {0 
little comparable in ſumptuouſneſs to "the 
Lowore ? 1 anſwer, firſt, That England had 
neither ſo-much People, nor ſo much Revenue, 
as it might and-ought to have had, confider- 
ing all the advantages it poſleffes:either from 
the bounty of Nature; or the.- form of its 'Go- 
vernment, compared tothat of- France, 1 know 
very well the reaſons of it, which 'tis not fit 


; | to mention here. I ſay ſecondly, That tho' 
 # F#ngland is more populous and rich than 


France ever was 'proportionably to its Extent, 
that yet' the number” of [all the People of -. 


|F France, and the Revenues of that Kingdom, (I 


do'not fay: only of the King's, 'but the whole 
Kingdoms) taken in: general, did always ex- 
ceed ithoſe of Hngland, by reaſon of thegreater 
eXte eTeryitory, as I have often ſaid, 


| tho! Þ'believe England at -preſent out-does 


France very much, as well in the Revenue of 


F Realand Perſonal Eftates, and in the Profits of 
# the Induſtry of the People, as alſo in Number 
FT of Men fit for Work, ManufaGures, Arts, and 


: Fo 


Trade;- England | ſay, out-does France now in 
all thoſe' things, 1 do. not mean;comparatively 
with reference” to” their reſpettive Bigneſs or 
Extent, but'abſolutely;yet'there may. be more 
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People in France, reckoning the- Women and 
Children; and fo by this reaſon, though the 
French King fhould not have over.charged 
his Subjects ſo horribly as he hath done, he 
ought always to have had formerly 'more Re- 
venue than the King of England. 

; As for the other Points, it was never a ign 
or art effect of Poverty in the Nation, that the 
Revenues of the Kings of England, their Court, 
and their Palace were comparatively fo ſmall ; 
for if the Kings and Parliaments had judged it 
fit, they might eaſily have altered things, 'and 
put them upon another foot, the Nation being 
Wealthy, and abounding much more in rich 
Nobility and Gentry than France, who can 
plentifully fubfiſt of themſelves, without the 
Places and Benefits of the Court, whereas the 
Nobility of France is generally ſo- poor that 1t 
cannot ſubfiſt otherwiſe, and it is this, that 
makes the French Court fo muck: frequented 
by the Nobility, as well as by great-numbers 
of the general Officers of the Forces which thet 
King maintains even 1n time of Peace, which 
exceed always'two hundred thouland Men, 
and' mightily vex and cruſh - the Peaple: ; if 
things ftand otherwiſe difpoſed in; England,'tis 
an effe& of the -Genius apd Foxny of that Go- 


vernmefit, which has produced that admirable 


effect which we fee 3 that whereas'France 'is 

utterly and irrecoverably' defiroyed. by: the 

AbWlute Power of her Monarch, the-King of 

England on the-contrary finds itt. OE 
E 
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*% all Subſidies. neceſſary to FS pea 


Wants of the Government, and: ſupport. the 


Wax, as longas will be found.conventent.. 


Same perhaps. who cannot contradict the 
Reaſons which. I have offered to. prove that. 
England ought to be more populous even at 
preſent than. France ever was, will perhaps 
diſpute -the matter of Fac, and ſay; that it 
has been, depapulated by the Colonies in {re- 
land, the Plantations in the Weſt+Iudies, by the 
Civil Wars both. in England and Ireland, by 
the great Maſſacre in: the latter, and by the 
Plague which did. carry. off. ſo much Peoples 
To which Iapſwer, That there is no compa+ 
riſon beer the Loſs of Men in Exg/azd:by 
upon the ſame account ; for I dare ſay Frauce 
has loſt ten.to.ane. ye 

But I anſwer further, That it does not in 
the leaſt invalidate the Proofs from -matter- of 
Fact which I have,produced, and need -nat:re+ 
peat here, which prove. demonſtratively, that 
England -is. really more populous than France 
ever was, I grant however, that if it were not 
for the. things objected, Eng/ondſhould be more 
populous than ,1t.is, And 1'am'of that Opi- 
nion 1n particular, that the Plantations in the 
Weſt-Indies have done a great  Pregjudige -to 
Exg/and.in that reſpeR. But I aftirmalſo, that 
the. Civil Wars. in France, which lafted much 
longer - than, they 4g in Evgland, fir 
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and frequent Perſecutions for Religion, not 
without general and particular Maffacres, the 
Plague and Mortality, of -which it has not 
been free neither ; its Plantations in America 


alſo, and ſo many great an&long Warsabroad 


without neceſſity, have depopulated France 
much more. But eſpecially the enormous Im- 
poſitions of France, the Methods of raiſing 
them, the ſtupendious multitude of Soldiers 
that have been kept of long time, the-great 
multitude of Lawyers, and other innumerable 
Civil Officers, that of the Maltotrers, that is to 
ſay, a great Army of Raſcals and Thieves ſub- 


ſervient to the Farmers of the Impofitions, and 


ſo many other things, ſome of which T men- 
tioned before. All thoſe things, I ſay, are 
enough to convince any rational and unbiaſſed 
perſon, that France could not-be fo populous 
thirty years ago, as England is even now. But 
above all, I deſire that what I propoſed above 
concerning the fatal effects of Popery in that 
Kingdom, might- be well weighed. Let us 
conclude then, that England is, and ought to 
be more populotis than Fravce ever was, in 
the time of its greateſt ſplendor. 

So that there is a great Paradox well pro- 
ved. The World is full of ſuch groſs miſtakes, 
but I hope TI ſhall prove ſeveral other ſuch 
Paradoxes, before I die. ' | 

But ſome will obje& and ſay, Are not we 
alſo reduced to great Extremities in England? 
Are not the Afﬀairs of our Coin, ay. 

an 
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and Banks, in an. ill condition > And 1s not 
our Army -likewiſe unpaid ? I confeſs indeed 
that a great many people ſuffer in England by 
the ill State of the. Coin; but 'tis neither, an 
effe&t of the War, nor yet of any decay of the 
Riches of the Kingdom ; for if it had, all. this 
miſ-fortune would have happened a year ago, 
for 'tis known, that a twelve-month ago the 
Affairs of the Kingdom were in ſuch a flouriſh- 
ing condition, 'that it was thought fit to Re- 
form the Coin in the heat of the War, and t- 
Eſtabliſh ſeveral great Banks in the Nation, fo 
that we may juftly ſay, that this Accident is a 
bad effe& of the good condition. of the King- 
dom, to which the ſame thing hath happened 
that uſually. befals' thoſe, who finding them- 
ſelves in a better, ſtate of health than ordinary, 
attempt to make ſome great Effort by which 
they tind themſelves injured, either becauſe 
the thing is too_ great for..them, or becauſe 
they do not make uſe of the. beſt Methods to 
perform it, or that they are croſſed in.it. How- 
ever, all the Riches that were in England be- 


fore that time, are in it ſtill. This was alſo an 


efte& of the too. great Indulgence uſed com- 
monly towards a great number of wicked 
people in this Kingdom for.want of ſtri&. Dif. 
cipline,:, and. a neceſlary. Severity, amongſt 
which there was an incredible number_of 
Clippers,: both Men and Women; 'tis. they 
who: have: done this miſchief, to which the 
Stock:Fobbers. have alſo contribued, and the 
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Effe&s of it would have been very bad, even 
in a time of Peace. Yet we miay vetiture' to 
fay; that all this would not have done miich 
hurt, if there had beena CORN fuumber 
of Coiners i in the Tower, to have Recoined 
the Clipped Money in a Month's tine, for that 
Mcney,having been a great white uſeleſs in the 


Tower and Exchequer, hath 'added to the | 


Miſchievous Conſequences of - it. 'As for the 
reſt, tho' the People have ſuffered for a year 

paſt, and dv ſuffer ſtill very mich by it} that 
1s not to be compared to the Sufferings which 
the People of France have laboured under ever 
_ the begirining « of this 'Wat, and before 


" Ewoultd fain knw of theGaptketnert, who 
make this Obje&tion, how many People there 
arem England, that, becauſe of "this, do fell 
their Plate to Goldſmiths, or who ſpend leſs 
at their Tables, or in Recreations and Diver- 


tiſerments, than they did before, Are the | 


Lands and Houſes either ſold, or Farmed at 
enfier rates, br are Proviſions which are plen- 
tiful, much fellen in their price ? for all the 
Money i is ſo ſcarce amongſt the People. Tho' 
try grumble ſufficiently at the fearcity of the 
n,-yet they ate fenſible that the diſeaſe js 
not very great, And indeed, "in all the other 
States of Europe, it would be remedied i in two 
; time, by th making uſe of* Attthority. But 
velznd the King and Parlidinent "do in atl 
the condn, avord the leaſt apptarmmce of 
conſtraint 
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conſtraint, eyen-where it would be very. uſe- 
ful, becauſe their Afﬀairs are in ſuch a,.con- 
dition as they may eaſily forbear it. But to 
return to the Clippers, they have diminiſhed 
the Silver-Coin, it may-be, by. about 3 Milli- 
ensSterling; but this is not an Abſolute Loſs to 
the Kingdom, if it be a loſs at all, ſeeing 'tis 
probable, that all, or the greateſt part of that 
Meta] remains ſtill in the Nation z And it 1s 
very likely, nay, certain, that they. had Mul- 
tiplied the Species of Silver, becauſe ſeveral 
of them werealſo Coiners, who did make of 
anUnclip'd Half Crown or Shilling, two of 
the ſame Species, and 'tis probable, that had it 
not been for 'em,the Silver-Species would have 
been leſs copious than it was, However, 'tis 
an. calie matter. to make up that wart, by 
melting part of the Plate of the Nation, 
which is exceſſive in. quantity z and ſuppoſe 
z: Millions. Sterling loſt '/by the Clippers, it 
would be but inconliderable to a Kingdom, 
which:may be worth 800 Millions Sterling; 
I-niean all the Real and Perſonal-Eftates, with 
the People and Their Induſtry, What com- 
pariſon t hen is there to be made between this 
Kingdom and that of France, whereof the 
Eſtates Real: and: Perſonal are generally ſunk 
above the two-thirds in Revenue, and much 
more in_ the Capital Stock, as L have already 
demornitrated,and where above two-third on 
of all the Working-men are deſtroyed 5; where- 
as in England the Real and Perſonal-Eſtates 
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are increaſed in value, as every-body knows, 
without any ſcarcity of Provifions,and even un- 
der the ſcarcity of Money ſo much complained 
of. | 

This is the true Touch-ſtone of the Good 
or Bad Condition of a Kingdom, to try whe- 
ther the Real and Perſonal-Eſtates Decreaſe or 
Increaſe in Value. So that there can be 
no more\compariſon between England and 
France as to that, than between a very health- 
tul and luſty Man,--and one who 1s in a deep 
C onſfumption. *T1is' known alſo, that all Fo- 
reign Trade 1s totally loſt in France, except a 
little in the Streights, whereas in England 
it is otherwiſe. 'Tis true the French Privateers 
are troubleſom, but I ſhall ſhew in its proper 
place, that they bring no benefit to France. 
'Tis alfo true, that the Publick Taxes in Engp- 
land did not bring inany thing near of what 


was expected from them, but this muſt beim-. 


puted to the caſual Interruption of the courſe 
of the Money, and partly to rhe negligence and 
indulgence of Aſſeſſors and Collectors, : which 
is fo very great, that there is nothing like it 
in the Univerſal 'World, nor - would 1t' be 
thought credible any where elſe... For: they 
favour whom they pleaſe,and diſpoſe. more ffee- 


ly of the Publick Revenues,thanthey: do of their. 


own, which denotes--not only” the. 'Extream 
Indulgence of the Government, . but: alſo:that 
the People are very far from ſuffering, asithey 
do in all Countries, eſpecially in ok, ee 
all F Þ. there's 


of France demonſtrated, &c. 137 
there's | not/|theleaſt ſhaddow... of ſeverity or 
hardſhip, uſed; towaxds them. and belides, the 
Peop-e: themſelves are in-a- Manner the Ulm- 
pires and Arbirrators, who, and, what every 
one:muſt pay-z and the-truth-is, they diſpenſe 
with many thouſands of People; from paying 
any thing, who. Jive better than a great many 
in Frazce, who are obliged to;pay every year 
50anhd co Pounds to: the Erench King, How 
ſhould this Nation be fallen into, Poverty, fince 
"tis; the Naticn, at. ſelf, repreſented by. thoſe 
who are ſuppoſed, to be the Wiſeſt Men in the 
Kingdom, 242-the. Great Council,of the Na- 
tion Afſembled-in Parliament, which chuſes the 
Impoſts that are. moſt proper, end which i. xes 
and regulates.the Sums,. ard who: themſelves 
pay cherfully'; their -qucta of , the. ſaid Sums, 
proportionably to every One's Eſtate, and not 
as in France, where:they, who -order ard - re- 
gulate the Taxes, enrich themſelves thereby, 
and- pay nothing z they make. part of the Peo- 
ple themſelyes, and ſhould put an end to the 
War, by adviſing the King to make Peaceand 
denying Subſidies, , if they found them ruin- 
ous or. unneceſlary to the Nation. 
..Some fimple People, eſpecially Foreigners. 


are apt to, think ſometimes, when they ſee the 
Parliament ſpend time in deliberating upon 


Ways and Means . to raiſe Money to. carry. on 
the. War with;vigour, that, tis a- gn that the 
Nation is exhauſted, and.tha.t, they do not 
know what to do, but it-.is.a- groſs miſtake. 
| 'Tis 
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'Tis fo in France indeed, when 'they are fong 
in their Deliberations about the Impoſitions, 
"tis a ſign of great Miſery in that Kingdom, 
for they have no regard to, nor commiſeration 
of any body, fior of 'any condition of Pev- 
ple ; the Deſpotical Authority cuts in pieces, 
tears and devours all without diſtin&ion. It 
1s a military Government Without 

fion. Burt here in England they do not do all 
that they could' do, for if they had, France 
would have been very low long before this, 
bat they do what is moſt proper and conveni- 
ent, and moſt agreeable to the humours, dif- 
poſitions or intereſts of the People in general, 
and of every Province and Town; nay, we 
may almoſt ſay of every individual Perſoh,like 
an impartial Father in his Family. 

There are ſome Impotfitions practiſed in all 
other Nations with great Succeſs, which the 
Parliament of England has always- forborn, 
through a tender indulgence to the People z as 
for example, the general Exciſe, which would 
bring in many Millions, as well as many'par- 
ticular Exciſes upon ſeveral things ; whichare 
eſtabliſhed in all other Nations, even 1n-titne 
of Peace, to a high degree, but eſpecially in 
France, where they amount ſometimesto jbove 
' twice the value 'of the Exciſed Commodity. - 
And the truth'is, that there are a hundred 
Ways and Meats which might be praRiſed- in 
England, as they are in all other Natioris; if 
it were not fer the great Letifty-of the Go- 
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verrtment towards the People.. But for all this, 
it ts trite, that the Shop-keepers, Handicrafts 
and other Work-men have ſuffered, eſpecially 
in Londow ; as has alſo the Army for” want of 
Payment, and thoſe who lent Money to the 
King or the Banks, becauſe of the ſcarcity of 
the Species, Which made every one to keep up 
what Money they had, and to Took upon it as 
much more precious that before: + inſomuch 
that they wou!d not part with it.' © But all 
thoſe Tradeſmen, Shop-keepers,' and others 
who had put their Money in-the Exchequer 
or Banks, had either Credit, or fore Real or 
Perſonal-Eſtates, and pay either but ſmall Tax- 
es, or none at all, or had fome Money left 
them, whereas in France that fort of Men, 
My Handicrafts and Labourers, have no- 
thing at all, not ſo much as a Bed tolye upon, 
and are beſides over-ſaderi with Taxes, and 
have'been forced for rhe mioft part to ſerve in 
the Armiesand periſh there ; as for thoſe who 
lent Money to the 'French King, there is no 
hopes of their recovering their Due, neither 
Principal nor Intereft, for all the Stocks of the 
Kitigdom are confanted, whereas int England 
thote who lent their Money to the King, have 
all tte Nation for their ſecurity, fo that they 
will not loſe a Farthing, - There are but few 
Tradeftnen and Handicrafts in # land, but 
have fore pa of Plate or other, whith'they 

Ic they Had been truely in 'want, and 
! date fay, there is featce one andy = 
| who 
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who has ſold it, tho' they did not fail of-.cry-, 
ing out againſt the Taxes, the ſcarcity of Mo- 
ney and want of Trade, becauſe they are not 
uſed co ſuffer; in the leaſt. rr 

_ In France thole fort of Men are not only 
without Plate, .but the moſt part of the weal- 


thieſt of the Kingdom, who had abundance 


on't formerly, havenane at,all yow, and thoſe 
who, have, any. yet left, have but very littlezfor a 
great many, of . them, had fold it, even before 
this War, to .ſupply_their wants, becauſe of 
the decay. of. all their Eſtates. 


—_ 


. As to the ſcarcity of... the. Coin in England, I 
believe; if-a, narrow enquiry. were made into 
that Afﬀair,, which would be quickly done. in 
another Nation, .it would be found that there 
15 perhaps as much Money in- England at pre- 
ſeat, reckoning Gold-Coin, and Plate, .as ever 
there was of, all thoſe Spectes before the War. 
For though it cannot be denied, but that-great 
Sums of Maney, either. ,in Species or 1n-Bulls, 
whiciis all one, is conveyed out. of the King- 
dam, . as well for maintaining our Army. in 
Flanders, as for ſome oi our. Allies ; [tis pro- 
bable alſo, that as much. at leaſt is returned 
from Holland and Flanders,and other Countries, 
for the Commudities which they take from us 
in greater. quantity, than; they did. before the 
War, which cauſes all the Products of, England 


to.ſell.. well; . Without.mentioning what, we 


ſpare. from France in time of War 3 for its 
known, we, were over:ballanced- by them , 
| gs Git Trade 
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Trade by feveral Millions Sterling, which, 
with theTravels of our People into their Coun- 
try, did Decreaſe us'of vait Sums Yearly, and 
wehave now all their Manufactures ſettled here 
by the Refugies, by the occafion of this War, 
and a better Trade with Scotland and Ireland, 
and all the reft ot the World. 

It's plain, that onr Trade to the Spaniſk-Ne- 


therlands 1s greater than ever, for a great part 


of that Country being Untilled, by reaſon of 
the War, the Inhabitants, who formerly lived 


| Upon their own produR, are now: for the moſt - 
© part ſupplied from” England, as are alfo the 


1500co Men extraordinary, which are every 
Year in thofe Countries, belonging to the fe- 


veral Armies, befides what we furniſh them 


in Horſes, Cloathing and Fewel ; And if there 
Is Jeſs Silver-Coin in England, *tis likely there 
1s more Gold, and Plate than before the War. 

What I fay as to the Plate, muſt not be ta- 
ken'as a Paradox, for 'this reaſon, vsz, that 
moſt of the Clippings were converted into 
Plate; for the number of Clippers both Men 
and Women, was 'ſo great in the Kingdom, 
that it cannot be doubted but that the moſt 
part of them ſold their Clippings to the Gold- 
ſmiths,- who were privy to their Crime,atany 
eaſie rate, and that they got'Plate from them 
for part of the payment, and Unclip'd Mo- 
ney for the other part,and the' Goldſmiths did 
turn. the Clippings over again into other Plate. 


It cannot be otherwiſe, unleſs wewill-fuppoſ 


that 
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that all thoſe Clippers were ,eminent Trading- 
men, who did convey the, Silver-ln qe to, 
Foreign. Countries, which, 1s. xperi- 
.ence; for the moſt part of thoſe Clippers were 
of the vulgar ſort,and this cannot be practiſed: 
by ſuch kind of People, and eſpecially ; thoſe 
who do not live in London, - 1 remember that 
upon this Subject, I have wary ſome honeſt 
Gold-Smiths com plain, that t hey were every. 
day obliget again þ thaie will to {ell their Plate 
to ſeve People, who paid; them in Mone 
horribly, Clipped, which 4k cauld not: refuſe 
becauſe it was currant, and that oftentimes the 
Money that they. received did not weigh above 
the half of the Plare which they fold far Tax 
Bur altho' che melting of that Cli has 
diminiſhed- the quantity, not of the Metal, 
but of the. Species, yet. many do, fancy that 
there is; leſs of them, remgining than reall y 
there is, and there are ſeveral reaſons whic| 
make people fancy ſo. Firſt, Becauſe there is 
Kill a EEE quantity which is to be 
Melted, and lies ASFA i to Trade as long 
as it dogs not come out. Secandly, People 
obſerving | that they . are; ſuddenly Teduced 
from a plenty.of Species, to 4. ſcarcity of the 
ſame, are,apt:to judge, that, the Kingdom . is 
ether ruined, which cayſes all thoſe who 
haye; wodigped ney or, Gold ' them, to 


;as 
Co rat did ormerl) , ang. to 
it. moxe claſe ;. 7 that pn pt as; ke 
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in the Exchequer or the Mint does appear, nor 
yet that which is 1n the bang of petvate per- 
ſons. Andthey are confirmed in their opinion by 
the Sick bers, who very much raiſe the va- 
lue of rea y Money, and do for their own In- 
tereſt. bring a diſrepute upon , the Aﬀairs of 
the Kingdom, making people believe, that the 
Miſchief -is much- greater than really it is. So 


that every one keeps his Money more narrow- 


ly, and gathers up all that which falls into his 
hands, and takes occaſion upon pretence of the 
publick ſcarcity of Money, upon the ge- 
neral complainr that no body now pays Debts, 
to; buy all upon Truft, and ſo neither pay their 
own Dehts, nor Taxes, tho' they be very well 
provided with. Money. Several people have 
experienced,, that the general noiſe of the 
ſcarcity of Money, cauſed ſome of their Cu- 
ſtomers and DeÞtors, tho' well ſtored with it, 
to put off their Payment from week. to week, 


and month t9 month, under pretence that 
they bad -nane, and. yet they paid. them ex- 
acly.as ſgon. as. the Guineas. were. at. thi 
ſhillings, and that they heard they. would fall, 
and the ſame was. alſo found when the broad 
old Money was ready. to be cryed down, asal- 
ſo when the hammered Maney did: follow the 
ſame. fate. For then a great many people who 
kept abundance. of it hoarded up, began. to, 
buy what /they wanted, and to. pay their 
Debts. . And to, that purpoſe, I dare ſay, that 
two Millions of Pounds Coined out of al the 
ate 
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Plate of the Nation (which amounts perhaps ._ 
to five or ſix Millions Sterling) would; with 


what is already Coined, make three 'or four 
Millions of invifible Coin in the Nation to 
come out, like a little Water powr'd into the 
Pump, helps” to draw a great deal more of 


it out of a'Ship. . That Opinion of the Poverty : 
of the Kingdom is alfo / abetted and counte- 


nanced by the 1ll-affected Party,” and the faid 
Stock-Jobbers to the utmoſt 'degree, fo that 
many even of the well-affeted are inclined to 
fancy ſo too, for want of a 'due examination 
of the matter. | aged | 
Further, ſeveraWf the Malcontentsdo hoard 
up Money for ſeveral bad purpoſes. Beſides, 
it muſt be acknowledged, that many | honeſt 


people, ſeeing the eagerneſs of our Enemies 
againſt the'King's Life, are afraid that hemay | 


be Aflaſſinated, and that then a fatal Revolu- 
tion may. inſte from it, which makes them 
keep up their Money that they may help them- 


alſo,, that the Country-Farmers, who-never 


* did thrive better than 'fince this War, have 


hoarded up much of jt Someſay alſo,that mul- 
titudes of Bankrupts carry it away more than 
ever, to Priviledg'd Places. Theſe, with ſome 


"others of the ſame kind, are the Reafons which 


occaſions the ſcarcity of Money amongſt the 


People, and that the Army, {and thoſe who 
have Lent Money to the King are not paid, 
and not the-War, nor the Taxes, which have 


been 


ſelves with it in ſuch an Extremity. Tis ſaid | 
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been very. Hopaid-this year, tho! very mode- 
rate; to what they: are/ in other States and 
Countties now in War, - for their Subjects pay 
much more-it time of Peace than the Engliſh * 
Nation does.4n /this/ time of War. I-do. not 
mean the: French, who are, perfect Slaves, but 
even:thei:Dutch; whoſe Lands and Houſes pay 
generally. and conftantly ; fince the War, about 
three quarters-of their: kigvenue, belides the 


- hundredth::Penny of ;the;; Stock. which they 


pay:twice iſometimes-:in the year, bekides the 
general. Exciſe upon all: things whatſoever,and 
many::oqhet-;Lmpaſitions $0 -that tis: yilible 
that:the aid Scarcity of the 'Currant Coin, 
andthe above-mentioned il Effects: of -it,: has 
not proceeded from: any.Jcal | decay in:the 
Stock of: England, \but from the Lenity of the 


| Government; &«: as befgre-mentioned. 


Tf the/Natian. had ſuffered for wane of Coin 
before the.Clipped Money was:cryed down,the 
Great Council of the Natign -would not have - 
cryed -1t down; or they: might have cauſed 
the Plate.to:be:melted z ſuch aithing was-dane 
in Fiance'5; years ago, but upon very-diſadvan- 
tagious canditions to the Subjects, far they 
'were-forcedto carry their Plate to the: Mint, 
as alſo allthe told Coin, both: Gold and $4lver, 
on pain-of a totalicontiſcation of all they kept 
by: them:; For which, infteadof ready Money 
they-receivedat.the Minta: Paper,mentianing 
the quantity of:the Plate and;old Coin brought 
4a by ans Jas bythe ow 
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of the Mint,with promiſe that their due would 
be paid in ſome Months time, without any In- 
tereſt. But when the time was elapſed, they 


” came hundreds of times before they could re- 


Y 


ceive any Money z and when they received 


_ It, they were obliged to loſe the 6th part of 


their Plate and Money : Others could not get 
one penny, but when the Sum owing them 
was conſiderable, they were - forced tolend it 
the King, and they noted as rich Perſons.” © 

Ler- Man compare ſuch proceedings with 
thoſe of the Parliament here, who had pro- 
poſed to give five ſhillings and eight pence for 
the Ounce of Plate, and topay the; Intereſt 
of it, without| conſtraining any Man to bring 
it in againſt his own will. 

If any Men ſay that France did it wi th- 
out need, he ' ſpeaks mighty injuriouſly of 
that King and his Counſel, for why ſhould 
he have given ſo much trouble to his People, 


and made them loſe ſo much, if he did not # 


need Money ? for he has done it twice with- 
in this five or ſix years; the firſt. rife of the 
Money was/ 5 d per Crown;/ and the ſe- 
cond was 7 d, more, in all-twelve pence up- 
on every Crown, | and the: ſame upon all 

other Species, /both of Gold and Silver in pro- 
portion 3 why ſhould he have: fo much. dif- 
credited his own Aﬀeirs without -great rea- 
ſon? for there is mag. ages does more pre- 
judice to a Nation's Credit, : than\ fuch a pra- 
Rice. And never! any wiſe.Prince or Tata 
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did uſe ſuch Methods, without great neceſlitys 


I mean to raiſe the value of the. Coin, with 


ſuch a great loſs to the Feople. This method 
is looked on by Politicians , as the- Emetik- 
Wine is by Phyſicians, whodo not uſe to Ad- 
miniſter it but in violent Diſeaſes, or as the 
Anchora fjacra of the Heathens, which was 
caſt only when they thought the Ship was rea- 
dy to be Shipwrack'd without it. And this 
would be ſo much the more injurious to the 
French King, that he has engaged in this War 
without neceflity, and that when he is pleaſed 
to give ſatisfaction to King Wilkam, and to his 
Allies, as to what he hath taken from them ; 
the Peace may be concluded ealily. The 
Engliſh indeed ought to ſpend their Eſtates and 
Lives to the laſt Man, inſuch a War as this, 
becauſe their Religion, . Liberties, Eſtates and 
Lives lye at a ſtake, but the French K. has no 
ſuch thing to fear from the Allies ; they defire 
nothing from him but what belongs de jare to 
'em. We muſt acknowledge that Abſolute Au- 
thority is a dangerous Weapon, even to thoſe 
who make uſe of it, for you may ſee to what 
extremities and ſhifts it has brought not only 
the Kingdom of France, but alſo the King 
himſelf, Wemuſt grant alſo, that *tis an 
mirable- Reſſource, if , ſo be it could laſtlong, 
but 'tis like a vehement Feaver and Burning, 
which gives ſtrength for a little while to the 
genes by it, and -cauſes the 
ing Efforts, but waſts 
5 Wes him 
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him away in a litthke time. Or like the Poſ- 
ſeſſron'of ſome Perfons, poſſeſſed by Evil Spi- 
rits, who will go an hundred Leagues in lefs 
time than others can go ten, but at the Jour- 
ney's end find themſelves fo bruiſed, that they 
can fever recover again. 
This Arbitrary Power, as 'tis exerciſed at 


this day in France, has the ſame apparent ad- | 


vantage foralittle time, over a wiſe and mo- 
derate Government,as to Pride and Oſtentation, 
as a Spendthrift who devours all his Stock, has 
over another, who may be as rich or richer 


than he, but is contented to ſpend leſs than . 


His ordinary Revenue, and lays part of it by 
for future emergencies, 'and making good the 
Joſſes that may befal him : It is ordmary for 
the Vulgar to ſpeak of, and admire the for- 


mer much more than the latter, and that the 


former may do,and many times really does, ex- 


traordinary things in comparifon of the other, | 
ho * very often below the vaſt Expences and 


the great Efforts that he makes. ' But all this 
glory which he purchaſes by it, is but of a 
ortduration, and theapplaufe he gets too is 


only from Fools; whereas the praiſe of a good | 


Husband endures for-ever ; The firſt ruines 
his Family, and will be infallibly hated and 


dtteſted by all wiſe Men, even when he makes | 


the preateft noiſe in the World and thinks hiyn- 


KIf-to'be the moſt admired, and at laſt allo | 
by the viilgar People who admired Mm at firt, * 
when they te Himſelf and his Fathily go | 
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by his. Vanity and Folly. And al}Poſtericy 
will make the ſame. Judgment of him. - 
-,_ If a Soverajgn employs' his Deſpotical At 
thority. to deftroy and lay waſte his/People by 
Tyranny, and his Neighbours by War z he is 
like to. incurr the ſame. fate; which, we 
haye obſerved. in ſeveral great Wranglers 
at Law in  Frauce, wha being born with a 
conſiderable Eſtate ., and ſome Vigour of 


' Mind, did - raiſe unjuſt Suits agotnft all 


their Neighbours, becagfe they were well pro- 


 vifded with Knaviſh and; Skilful Atturneys;and 


underfiagd; the wranglings and formalities of | 
Juſtice tzemſelves. They: had an,jncomparable 
Talent to proſecute and make - all other Peo- 
ple mad, and to attain their own ends. - Every 
bady was ſurprized to ſee them charged with 
ſa many. Suits at once, and that they got the 
beſt in almaſt all of them, tho' their Caules 
were unjuſt, and that ſome of their Adver- 
ſaries had as much. $kill and wit as they had 


[ themſelves 4 So that they carried now a 


Farm, and'then a Houſe or a Field from their 
46. 6h and were loaden with all. their 
pal 

- But it cams to paſs at laſt, that after ſome 
years. the ſaid Wranglers were utterly ruined, 
and reduced to beggary z tho' they. did as yet 
appear to be in poſlefſion of fame Lands and 
Houſes, but they were over-whelmed with 
debtsthen thoſe who had loſt their Efjateswith 


them at-Lay, did kad ways tg re6qyer. them, 
L } becauſe 
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becauſe the Wranglers had not wherewithal to 
ſupport their Unjuſtice any further. © The rea- 
ſon why they gained all their Cauſes, wasnot 
only that they had very skillful Atturneys, and 
at the ſame "time great Knaves, who could 
forge falſe Titles,bur that they ſpared no coſt to 
bribe and corrupt thoſe of the other fide,” and 
placed their glory tn conquering 'fo by any 
. means whatſoever, tho' the Expences did very 
much exceed the value of the thing in queſtion. 
Whereas their Neighbours, tho' as wealthy, 
and more prudent than they, truſting to the 
Juſtice of their Cauſes,contented themſelves to 
defray the ordinary Charges of Law-Suits,and 
made uſe of no means but what were honeſt 
and lawful, being unwilling to' incommode 
. their Afﬀairs, and ruine their Families, and be- 
ſides, they could not believe that their Adver- 
faries would make uſe of ſuch tricks, which 
would coſt them very dear, and were able to. 
ruine them, and that for a trifle fometimes, 
which was the ground of their Debates: Every 
body did commend the honeſty of the latter, 
tho' they loft their Cauſe, and did curſe the 
conduct of the unjuſt Wrangler, except ſome 
ill Men, | as unjuſt as himſelf, or ſome who got 
advantage and profit by his Unjuſtice, and the 
Monks and Prieſts to whom he made Preſents, 
and did enter himfelf into their Fraternities, 
to the end they ſhould ſpeak well of him, and 
made them believe, that when he bronght 
at }Action againſt ſuch a one, and fuch a one, 
to 
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to get their-Lands from them, he did it with 
intent to beſtow the ſame upon the, Church. 
Such Wranglers have often been ſeen in France, 
who ruined themſelves in that manner,amongſt 
whom there was one that did all thoſe things 
that I havementioned, and to-+ repair in ſome 
manner his Reputation, did think fit to make 
himſelf a Prieft at laſt. Another gave the 
little remnant he had kept of his Eſtate to the 
Monks, depriving his Family of 1t, that he 
might at leaſt be commended by them, an 1 
did apply himſelf to the perſecuting of the 
Huguenots, which gain d him the hearts of the 
Clergy, whileall the honeſt among the Papiſts 
themſelves deteſted him more and more. 

I am aflured, whatever the Friends of France 
and the Foes of England, may think on't, that 
if ſo be the French King did govern in England, 
with the ſame Authority -he does in France, 
which God forbid, he could raiſe more eaſily 
25 Millions Sterling init Yearly during ſome 
years, than he can 16 at preſent in France. My 
reaſon is,that England is worth much-more now 
than France, as I have already ſaid. 

But ſome will ask, how the French King 
with all his Authority, could find ſuch Sums 
Yearly in England, ſeeing there is not ſo much 
Money in the Nation, and that 'tis impoſſible 
to find Money where there is none. 

I anſwer, he would find out ways enough 


_ to make People to get it,tho' there was none. I 
have faid already, that Money was wanting in 
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France 5 years ago, ſeeing he. commanded the 
Plate to be carried to the Mint; and foreed'e- 
very one to carry their old Coin to be Stamped 
a-new, and then raiſed the valne of” it: ' This 
has been done twice in.6 years titie; as was 
ſaid before, and yet he fir.ds Money ſtill, tho' 
there has been abundance conveyed out of the 
Kingdom every year, as 'tis eaſe to conceive, 
for Horſes from Germany and other Countries, 
for Naval:Stores, for Corn in the year of the 
great Famine, for the Turks, for the Pope, and 
all the Court of Rome, for Denmark and Sweden; 
for the Swjtzers, and 'for the French Army in 
Piedmont, which has carried out of France a- 
bundance | of Money that will never return, 
beſides what. has been carried out for Foreign 
Fiſh,and other neceffaries,and for all their Cor- - 
reſpotidencies abroad,@#c.” Tis one of thoſeMira- 
cles of Abſolute Power, of which I'ſpoke al- 
ready, that they have'found ont in that Coun- 
try the way to multiply the Money without 
increafing the quantity of it, by caufing it to 
paſs by a quick and' violent circulation twenty 
times a year, thro' the King's hands. ' Which 
3s thus, Thefe are, as is well known, a thou- 
ſand forts of Impoſitions arid. Taxes , both 
Publick and Private in Frante, as fooh as one, 
or aquarter of one is paid by the People, 'tis 
preſently. diftribired for the vſe of "the War, 
or to. pay ſome Penſidhsgr Rents, © ojie way or 
other and as 166n 38 is'in the Veople's hands, 
"745 got "out of them Fh- in” foitie” Weeks, 
* ER es T9 - - Days 
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Days, or Hours/by:another  Impoſition; and-ſo3 
continually from--one end of / the | 'Year/to-the 


|. other. : 


There is ſcarce any other Circulation; of Mo! 
riey inthe Kingdom.Inthis corififtsalmoſt all its 
Trade: People fancy when they hear ot ſa many 
great Squadrons of Men of War, as the:;News 
tell us, are equipped in France, that the King 
muſt have vaſt Sums.of Money 1n--his hands, 
and that Money muſt be: plentiful wv the King- 
dom, becauſe they think that things are go- 
verned there as they are herez-/ where we 
have but a 1mall*rumber of general Impoſiti- 
ons regulated all at once by the: Parliament, 
and very moderate in reſpect of what they are 
in other Nations, as alſo in reſpe&t of the 
Wealth of the Kingdom, and whichare raiſcd 
ini'a gentle way, without great charge to the 
Subject.” But in France the Taxes are without 
number; i they are not only General and Pub- 
lick, but'Particular and Private upon Private 
Corporations, Orders and Ranks of Men, and 
private Perſons, -and upon all thoſe-in general, 
who are:preſumed to have Money.or ſome con- 
{iiderable Eftate, 'who, many times/are forced 
to pay to'the-King, not the 1coth or 206th 
penny, - but the third part, -or- the-half of all 
their Stock, and fomertimes all that ithey have. 
Formerly they were all regulated ar the 'begin- 
ning of / the: /Year, but at-/preſent they. are 
ſer up every. Montly, Week; Day, :and Hour 
of "the Year; according to the' wants of 'the 
CHITOLY EY Court 
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Court, and when one falls ſhort of what they 
expected, then preſently comes out anoth- 
er, or ſome new Offices are created, and 
ſome hundreds or thouſands of Men forced - 
to buy them, whether they have Money or 
no, or many thouſands of other private Per- 
ſons, are forced to pay the Taxes of eaſfie, s. e, 
wealthy Men, gens 4sſes, as they call them, tho' 
they be already ruined. | 
But nevertheleſs, I muſt confeſs, that I thmk - 
there was more Money in France zo years ago, 
than there was in England, and this for ſeve- 
ral reaſons, 
- The great Impoſitions upon the People in 
France,and the great ſeverities practiſed againſt 
the infolvent, obliged the People to live fru- 
gally, and to work hard, and to gather up 
Money for the ſaid Taxes as faſt as they could 
by all means, which cauſed the Money to re- 
main in the Kingdom, and made the People 
very induſtrious for ſome forty or fifty years, 
having a great Trade with Englandand Holland, 
and did draw in Money from Foreign Coun- 
tries.Belides, there were many more Men that 
hoarded up Money in france thanin Evgland, 
where, becauſe of the great Trade of the Na- 
tion, it :is moſt in the hands of Merchants, 
Goldſmiths, and Trading-people,and goes from 
hand to hand very quick; for Money did always 
circulate much more in England than in France, 
becauſe of thei great Trade,: and that the, Na- 
ion commonly lays out prodigious /Sums of 
Money 
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Money in Foreign Commodities. So that 
there is at all times an incredible quantity of 
imported Goods in Store-houſes that drains the 
Money from England, and eſpecially for French 
Commodities in time of Peace; for 'tis eafie 
to conceive, that ſuch a: Nations this,in ſuch 
a rich and plentiful Country, 'and'under fuch 
an indulgent Government, and paying almoſt 
nothing for the maintaining of it, is apt to 
ſpend in Foreign extravagant Dreſſes,Delicacies, 
Baubles and Trinkets, and in all their Tra- 
vels into France, and any where elſe, what 
Money other Nations are uſed to pay to their 
Government,and eſpecially the French Nation, 


© opprefled continvaly with Taxes for the main- 


taining of their K's ſplendid Court, and cf his 
numerous Armies. For altho' the King of 
France did convey yearly abundance of Money 
out of his Kingdom upon his Intrigues, Alh- 
ances, and Correſpondencies abroad, yet his 
People drew in a great deal more Money from 
England and other Nations; than they ſpent 
a Jong time. For they ſuffered very few Com- 
modities to be imported into their Kingdom, 
eſpecially from England, charging their Com- 
modities with horrid Impoſitions z So that 
they did pay totheir Cuſtoms very near half 
the value of the Commodity, as Icould juſtifie; 
when at the ſame time England was glutted 
with an infinite quantity of dear, ſuperfluous, 
vain andnoxious things from France,So that by 
thoſe ways England was over-ballanced ' by 

| ſeveral 
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ſeveral Millions Sterling Yearly,in their-Trade - 
by the Frexch,: who did plunder us and” other 
Neighbouring Nations, - who were not wiſe 
enough 1n that reſpect... And then that Maney 
by the circulation did paſs thro' the hands af 
an infinite number of thrifty. and frugal People 
in Frauce who. did hoard -it up. 

If the Englsſb Nation- had torborn all thoſe 
exceſles in Importations,eſpecially from France, 
and kept gonad. Qrder and Diſcipline in that 
and other things, Money would have been 
much mare plentiful in Euglazd,and much leſs 
An Fraxce,. for this, and the continual Travels 
of the Exgliſh Nobility and Gentry into thgt 
Country, did very much contribute ta raiſe 
France. | 

Anather cauſe of their riſe and firſt-growth, 
was the Eſtabliſhment of the Republick of 
Helland ; for after it was ſettled, and the Peace 
made with the Spaniards, the States. finding 
themſelves very rich in People and Money, 
.-by the great multitudes. that had retired thi- 
ther from the Spaniſh Netherlands for ſhelter 
againſt the D. of Alba's Tyranny, and ſeeing 
the Land was not able to furniſh them with 
Viduals, nor to improve thew Money, they 
betook themſelves to the French Trade, and by 
degrees became. the general Carriers of Fraxce, 
Which obliged the French to Till their 
Ground better than they had done betore; 
and finding the ſweetnels of Fareign Money, 


they were by degrees brought alſo. to Cult 
þ | - | vate 
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vate all forts of MarmfaQures,which the Dutch 
did carry likewiſe over all the World, till at 
laſt the French t:king advantage of the Weak- 
neſs of the Neighbouring Princes, they impo- 
fed Laws upon their Subjeds. Before thar 
great Revolution France and her Kings were 

poor, and the Engliſh much too ſtrong 
for them,and had,for the moſt'part,the advan- 
tage of them in all the Wars ; ſo that it has 
been a great miſtake in the Politicks of France, 
to declare War againſt theſe two Nations, who 
did enrich her fo prodigiouſty, and conld eafi- 
ly ruine her being United together, But the 
Court of Rome became in theſe laſt Times 


mightily afraid of the French King's Power, 


therefore ſhe thought neceſlary to give it a 
Diverſion ; and as that Court does watch for 
opportunities to make advantaye of all things, 
and to bring down even the Popith Princes, 
when they begin to be afraid of them, and in- 
fAlvencing them all by ſecret Ways, Springs, 
and Wheels, eſpecially by their Confeffors, 
they have made uſe of the Jefuits, who pay a 
blindfold Obedience to their General, as he 
does to the Pope, to put the French King, 
whorn they knew ambitious, m_ the deſign 
of ſabyerting the Proteſtant Religion in Eng- 
land, Holland, France, &c. as the moſt glorious 
thing he could ever undertake, thinking that 
either he ſhould ſucceed in it, and bring all 
thoſe People under the Pope's Yoke, or elſe 
that he ſhould break his Neck in that oye 
7; | af 
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and ruine his Kingdom, whoſePower was ter- 
rible to the Court of Rome, becauſe of the 
King's prodigious Authority, as alſo becauſe 
he had threatned the Popes ſeveral times, And 
the truth is, that all the honeſt Men of the 
Roman Religion in France, had for a long time 
great hopes that he ſhould have ſhaken off 
that Yoke. 

The Power and Riches of England do not 
depend upon ſuch Caſualties as thoſe mention- 
ed before, I mean ſuch a Revolution as fell 
out in Holland, and the Weakneſs of Neigh- 
bouring Princes, or the like z tor the Power 
of England is ſettled on a ſolid and conſtant 


Baſis, that is, the advantages of her Soil, Situa- - 


tion, Religion and Government, far above all 
the advantages of France; Inſomuch that as 
oftenas England had any good King or Queen, 
it did always make France to tremble; and 
England might be a great deal more: powerful 
and rich if ſome impediments and clogs to its 
Power and Strength, which are meerly con- 
tingent, and eafie to take away, were remo- 
ved; but I dare not mention them as yet. 

Thoſe People whom Lfaid, . did Treaſure up 
Money in France, did it for ſeveral reaſons ; 

Firſt, To pay the great Publick and Private 
Taxes that they are liable to now and then, 
which failing, they are in danger to be ruined, 
or to loſe all their Credit. 

\ Secondly, To buy ſome Offices if they had 


none, or more conſiderable ones, if -they had 


any. | Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, To be admitted Farmers of the 
Impofitions, where ready Money was abſolute- 
ly neceſlary, and theProfits unſpeakable, 

Fourthly,To buy the Eſtates of Noblemeng&#c, 
at an eaſie rate, for the Nobility -have ever 
been at a low Ebb, under this Reign, liable to 
a:thouſand Vexations, and forced to ſell their 
Eſtates cheap to pay their Debts and get Money 
to live. | | 

Fifthly, Becauſe of the Ruine of the Nobi- 
lity and Gentry, ſaving Men did-keep their 
Money up in their Coffers, becauſe they could 
find no good ſecurity to lend it upon,for thoſe 
reaſons, I ſay, there was much Money hoar- 
ded up in France, | | 

-Sixthly, A great many deſired to-purchaſe 
- Nobility for Money; Others to be. rehabilitated 
in their Nobility, which they had forfeited by 
Merchandizing, or. otherwiſe: And others ſa- 
ved Money to buy ſome Governments, or:Of- 
fices in the Mzlitza, &c. which 7 ewis the XIV. 
has found means to: bring out, by his violent 
and extraordinary. Rporhions and: Extortions, 
fince the beginning of this laſt War. 

"If the French King ſhould conquer England, 
as I, ſaid before,; which God forbid, he would 
work Miracles; here, and cauſe Money to be 
found where there is none, and all the whole 
form of the ; Nation would be ſuddenly and 


abſolutely altered.. ., He would convert the 


-Luxury,; Licentiouſneſs, and all the ſeveral ſorts 
of Debauchery -in the Nation, into Mongo 
4, y 
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by Taxing the guilty Perſons. | He would :ſuf- 


fer little or no-Importation of: Goods fromgny 


other place but\France. / And 'by: that; means. 


the Nation would be able: to. pay- hin greater 
tmpofitions. and - Taxes. ''All- the fine Cattle 


with which Englaid ' doth fo:-much :abound, 
wotrld be'tranfforted and” ſold/for Money as 
alf6” their: Plare,- Jowels, -Houthold-goods; 


Ships, 6c. The Nation would not be ſuiſer- 


ef to ſpend fo-much'in Cloathing, in Silks fine 
Linnet, Delicatiesand/Wines'bf all ſorts. All 
their fine Woollen- doath. 'Stuffs, Leather;'&c. 
would be applied to his'own uſejand converted 
into Money.And it may/be he would appropri- 
ate. to himſelf the Mineral Grounds as belong- 
ing to. the Soveraign;' 'as the:Gold . and Silver 
nes are commonly gidged-to be; The:Com- 
mmor-people ſhould notbe ſuffsred 5 feed any 
ore \upon | go6d'Meat; but : yupon/Koots:and 

W hey, and the Blood/and\Livers' of 'Oxen, 
Brown-bread, and 'Wate? infteafof Beer - and 
Mes Wooden-ſhoes inftead-of | Leather:; courſe 
Cinvas inſtead of fine {Linens The Money 
would beonly imployed im; maintaining great | 


Armies, and mulritudes-of Phieftsund Monks. ] 


And in a word,” he would whe the!ſame 
methods of: Government,that &does in Þrance. 


| Bur forme may object / atidhts; that know the 
'begitming of this War, wehear nothing but a 
parcel cf idle Stories' about” ithe ill State-of 


- Aﬀairs MR as and-we foe, notwi . 
the 


The Deſolation and Ruine 161 


the French King holds out ſtill, and is as pow- 
erful as ever. | 
This is juſt like the Opinion that People do 
commonly entertain of a Man that lives high 
and eats up his Stock. That Man, for example, 
may have two thouſand Pounds Sterling per 
Annum and ſpends five thouſand every Year. 
The underſtanding Men who know his Eſtate, 
ſay, that he ruines himſelf 3 Other Peoplz 
who hear them ſay ſo, and yer fee him conti- 
nuing to live at the ſame rate for ten or twelve 
Years together, will fay, this Man holds out 


” ſtill, and we ſee that he is a Manof good ſenſe, 


who manages his Expences well, and therefore 
they conclude he 1s richer than he 1s common- 
ly reported. So that they cannot be undeceiv- 
ed in the matter, till they ſee him in the Goal. 

The Extravagant Notions which moſt Peo- 
ple have of the French King's Power, are ſuch, 
that if ſo be things did anſwer their fancy, 
that Kngdom ought tobe ten or twelve times 
bigger than England, have ten or twelve times 
as much People, be ten or twelve times more 
fruitful, better ſituated and fitted for Trade, 


|- and richer alſo than England. 


'Tisa hard matter to convince ſuch People 
of their errour, who have neither any true 
Idea of France nor of England, but only ſome 
prejudicated Opinions, which have no other 
ground but the good Eſteem they have of their 
own ſenſe, without any ſolid or diſtin& prin- 
ciple, and who do never refle& upon- experi- 
ence 


LIMI 
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ence, nor upon what hath happened before 
their own Eyes. Have we not ſeen that fince 
the War, which the French King declared 
againſt the Dutch in 1672.the Land-Eſtates in 
France have been continually decaying more 
and more, as I infinuated already, becauſe of 
the great Efforts the Kingdom did make at 
that time, and of the interruption of Trade ? 
But what was that War, compared to this, 
which had been beſides preceded by a general 
and cruel Perſecution of the Proteſtants over 
all the Kingdom, which had diſturbed all the 
Trade of it? 

Do not they remember what the Spaniards, 
when alone .in War with France, did' about 
fifty years ago, when they laid under Contri- 
bution the very Suburbs of Paris, and did of- 
ten carry away the Citizens of that Place Pri- 
ſoners ? Have they forgot that the Germans, 
about 2o years ago, did take ſeveral Towns 
from the French in Alſat:a, and that they De- 
feated part of the Arrier-Bay of France in 
Lorrain, and that the Duke of Zell took the 
Town of Treves from the French, after he had 
Routed the Mareſchal de Crequy. Tis certain 
France did make very great Efforts then, firice 
which ſhe never could recover her ſelf ; and 


that ſhe was much richer, and more populous 


then than ſhe is now. How came it to paſsthat 
fhe could not then reſiſt ſuch {ſmall Armies ? 
Have they forgotten alſo how that the Dutch 
alone made ſeveral Provinces of France to 

| tremble, 
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tremble, when they Invaded the Ifle of NV r- 
moutrer, whereby all their Coaſts were kept in 
Alarm, about 2o years ago : Since that time 
have we not ſeen in this War the Germans to 
take Bonne and Mentz > who can believe that 
that Kingdom is richer now, and more popu- 
lous than it was then? 

And what if they ſhould continue yet two 
years longer with greater forces than they have 
done hitherto ? muſt we believe therefore that 
they are in a better condition ? Have we not 
ſeen the French chaſed away from Ireland ſome 
years ago, meerly becauſe of their Weakneſs 
and want of Power ? we cannot fay that they 
did not care to maintain themſelves therez 
how came it to paſs then, if France be really 
ſo powerful, that it did not make greater Ef- 
forts to keep that Kingdom 2 for it had been 
a fatal Blow to England, and to all the Confe- 
deracy, an coup de partie, as the French call it : 
But, inſtead of ſhewing their great Power 
there, their Forces were not paid, and they 
were obliged to Coin Copper-Money inſtead 
of Silver, and did plunder and ruine the Pa- 
piſts of Ireland their beſt Friends. Any body 
converſant in Hiſtory,knows that the Spaniſh- 
Power was for a great time Superior to the 
French, which obliged the Kings of France to 
deſire the afliſtance of the Eng/h; infomuch 
that, in order to endear themſelves to them, 
they all required to be Knights of the Garter, 
from Lewis the XII. to Henry the IV. and no 
LORE SCIVes M 2 * 
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body is Ignorant, that for many years they paid 
a kind of Tribute to the Kings of England ; 
and had it not been for the Diſſeritions of the 
Engh:iſb at home, which brought their For ces 
away from France, 'tis probable they ſhould 
have Lorded over France to this very day. *Iis 
alſo well known, that even long after the 


Diſcovery of America by the Spanzards, and the |] 


opening of their Gold and Silver Mines, H. the 
IV. did never get from his People above 2o 
Millions of Livers, and Lewss the XIII. about 
70, tho! the oppreſſion of the People was then 
very great z and that Lewss the Xl. tho'a great 
Tyrant, could not get above 4 Millions Yearly 
from his Subjets. And if we may judge 
of the Revenues of France, by that of Lewts 
the XIth's Expences, they were ſmall enough 
at that time, for there was found a reckoning 
in the Chamber of Accounts at Pars, of 2 s. 
for new Sleeves to his old Doublet, and three 
half pence for Liquor to greaſe his Boots. 
Unleſs People will fancy that France grows 
richer, and gets ſtrength by this War. 


. Durzs ut ilex ceſa bipennibus 
Horat. Per ſaxa, per tgnes, ab pſo 
Dacit opes, antmumque ferro: 


But if it be ſo, how comes it to paſs that 
ſhe ſets all her-wits at work to procure a Peace? 
She who did always boaſt that ſhe gave it to 
all the World. How 3s it that ſince ſome years 

we 
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we have ſeen many Confpiracies againſt Kzng 
WWali:am's Life 2 How is it that we bear from 
all parts, that all her People is reduced to the 


| laſt gaſp ? Not to repeat what I have faid 


already of their Plate, converted into Coin 
many years ago by the King's Command, and 
of the Coin raiſed twice {ince the War. There 
are man y ſevere and violent Impoſitions, and 


- Publick and Private Taxes, which croſs and 


deſtroy one another. As for example, they 
have fold ſome thouſands of Offices to People, 
who were unwilling to buy them, and when 
the Court had received their Money, they 
were abrogated under pretence that they were 
chargeable to the Kingdom, as indeed they 
were, and ſome Months after they forced 0- 
thers again to buy them. . They have done the 
ſame by ſeveral thouſagds who were forced to 
buy Letters of the Nobility, and when the 
Money was delivered, ſome time after there 
was a Declaration from the King, That all 
thoſe who had been made Nobles within this 
taſt hundred years, ſhould pay the ſame Sum 
for their Confirmation, which they paid be- 
fore. They have done many ſuch things 
theſe five or ſix years laſt, which ſhews thar 
they are put to the laſt ſhifts. Such practices 
were never heard of in any other Nation under 
the Sun. 

Here is another remarkable example, There 
are ſeveral People who died fince the Capitation 
was ſet up; now all their Friends are.forced to 


M1 pay 
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pay the ſaid Poll-Tax for the dead, whether ; 


they left any Eftate or no. There aremany 


French People| here in England who confirm 
this. | 


In ſhort, I defireno more from thoſe who 


will needs entertain ſuch a great Opinion of 
the Riches and Power oof France, but that they 
would anſwer the reaſons, by which I ſhew 
evidently that Englandis and ought to be more 
populous and rich proportionably to it's Extent, 


than France everwas, and conſequently much 
more than ir is at preſent, or that they ſhould | 


bring, any ſolid reaſon to oblige me to call in 
queſtion what Tadvanced upon that Subject. 


They 'muſt not alledge againſt me, what I 


acknowledged before, v:z. that I think there 


was more Money in France than in Eugland, } 
and that for a confiderabl@gime they had all J 
the advantage of the TradoNgth and Im- 


poſed Laws upon the reft oN\Europe about 
Trade, for that was meerly accidental, and for 


a time only, by reaſon of the weakneſs.of thoſe } 
whodid then-govern'theNeighbouringNations; | 
but ſuppoſe France had got 1co Millions.of F 


Livers in Coin'by it, above what it ſhould | 
have had naturally without it, what fignifies F 
that to the value -of a Kingdom worthperhaps | 
13 or 20 thouſand Millions of Livers. *Tis | 
not the plenty of Coin hoarded up, that makes | 
a Kingdom richs tis the great Revenues-of 'Real '}F 
and Perſonal-Eſtates, and of the Profits of } 
Induſtry and Trade. The Province:of Holland | 
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| alone has more Money than all England to- 


gether, and yet the People has not the fifth 


part of the Revenues in Real and Perſonal-E- 


ſtates of what England has, the Profits of 
Trade excluded. A Gentleman who has but 
a thouſand Pounds of Revenue and one or 
two thouſand Pounds in ready Money, 18 not 
ſo richas another, who has leſs ready Money, 


and has three thouſand Pounds Revenue. When 


a Monied-man, who hath no great Revenue, 
but ſome accidental Profits now and then, is 
profuſe in his Expenice, the Money 1s ſoon 
gone, ſo has it been with Frayce. She had 
plenty of Money by the negligence of her 
Neighbours, and was uſed to govern the Neigh- 
bouring Nations, and to get advantages over 
them, it made her proud ; She thoughtit would 
have laſted thus. for ever, and now She 1s en- 
raged to ſee, that her Neighbours are come 
to their wits, and better governed and wiſer 
than before : She cannot endure it,as thinking 
She loſes all her former Glory, and will rather 
periſh than yield, being unwilling, as it were, 
to ſurvive her ſelf ; ſo that, Hlettere /# nequeat 
Superos, Acheronta movebit, being puffed up with 


F the Invaſions and Conqueſts made upon her 


Neighbours, and with the Reputation She had 
unjuſtly gotten, of Prudence and Greatneſs, 
and by the Flatteries of the Clergy, and ſome 
other mercenary Pens, and the manifold ex- 
travagant Inſcriptions ſet up at all the Cor- 
ners of Paris and ſome of them very Imploug, 

M4 to 


—_— 


x68 | of France demonſtrated, &c. 


to the Glory of her Monarch; I fav, France 
being puffed up with ſo much vain Glory, can- 
not endure to think that her Laurels ſhould 
fade, and her pretended Glory to be obſcured 
in the leaſt, ſo that She ſtands ſtifly againſt the 
Torrent, which is in plain Terms to reſiſt God 
and his Providence whereby he hath declared 
againſt her for all the cruelty, violations of 
Faith,&c. that She is guilty of. 

I know that ſome will be yet apt to ſay, that 
France is of a larger Extent than 1 allow, and 
that ſhe contains at leaſt 1co, or i 20 Millions 
of Acres. But beſides what I faid already, that 
I would not recede from Sir W:ll:am Petty, 
whom I think to have had good Reaſons for 
his Ccmputation of the Extent of France ; 1 
ſay further, that if any body would ſuppoſe 


that France contains 1co, or 200 Millions of : 


Acres, it would prejudge their Cauſe inſtead 
of being ſubſervient to it ; for, how much 
greater the Extent of a Countrey is with a 
few People, the leſs 1t is worth ; tis the great 
multitude of People, and not the Extent of a 
Kingdom, that makes it valuable, as I faid al- 
ready. Now I have ſhewn before by a kind 
of demonſtration, that England is much more 
populous than France, which we ſuppoſed to 
contain 82/ Millions of Acres, ever was, by the 
compariſon I made of London and the other 
Towns in| England, with Paris and all the 
Towns of the 4 greateſt Provinces of France, 
which take almoſt as much ground as England 

| does. 
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does. Now it is clear, that how much the 
more France will be enlarged beyond the faid 
$2 Millions of Acres, the more will my Pof- 
tion be confirmed, and France appear poorer 
and leſs populous. 

Some may alſo alledge, That France was 


| alfo more populous 3o years ago, than I made 


it to: be, allowing only 500 perfons to every 
one of her Pariſhes one with another. If I 
have committed an Errour as to that, it will 
be much greater in relation to the Pariſhes in 
Englard, to which I allowed only 6co perſons 
one with another; for 'tis eafte to ſee by all 
the Reaſons above brought forth, that thoſe 
of England ought to be more populous, at leaſt 
by the third, than thoſe of France; whereas I 
allow them only a 6th part more People. They 
muſt know, that I am fo far from aggravating . 
the Diſadvantages of France, which are already 
great enough, thatI do rather extenuatethem. 
As for example, I ſuppoſe yet 9 Millions of 
People in France, tho' I do not believe there 
are eight, nor that their preſent Revenues are 
ſo great as I make them. 1 valued the Reve- 
nues of France before theſe laſt 3o years at 
Iooo Millions, taking in the Profits of In- 
duſtry, but I do not believe that they did ever 
exceed 800 Millions, by reaſon of Popery, and 
its conſequences. And ſo I reckoned the People 
of England to be only ſix Millions now, tho” 
ſeveral Authors reckon themat ſeven Millions. 
I valued likewiſe the Revenue of Lands in 

wo England 
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Englandat 8 Millions Sterling, as ſome have 
done before me, but I believe in truth that 
It amounts at leaſt to ten Millions, and fo I 
did in ſeveral other things indulge France, 
whoſe miſery is inexpreſſible. As for example, 


about the number of working-men, who are | 


leſs in number than I faid. But notwithſtand- 
ing all what we can ſay, there are ſome, and 
even honeſt people, who have ſuch a mighty 
conceit of the Greatneſs and Power of France, 
that they will not admit of any Reaſons againſt 
their prejudicate Opinion, tho' they bring 
none to ſupport it, and they are confirmed in 
it by the Foreign News-mongers that keep 
Correſpondencies with the Noveliſts of Pars, 
who writ them a thouſand Lies, becauſe they 
would not be ſuffered, but rather puniſhed 
ſeverely, and hanged too, if they did write 
any thing that was not to the advantage of 
France ; and 'tis not improbable but that they 
_are even rewarded by the Court for the News 
they write, for by that means they do the 
ſame thing among the Allies, which the Spies 
of Joſhua did, when coming from the Neigh- 
bouring Countries of the Canaanites, they re- 
ported that the Inhabitants were all Gyants, 
much bigger and ſtronger than they really 
were, which cauſed the hearts of the 1ſraelites 
to faint; France has pradtifſed ſeveral ſuch 
canning Methods for a long time, againſt her 


Neighbours; 
As 
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As for example, all the Letters of the Noz 
veliſts of Pars did report lately, that there is 
more Money in Frazce than ever was z, ſome 
others, that they find as many Soldiers as 
they wiſh. 'Tis viſible, that all theſe are im 
pudent Lies z for what Ihave reported of the 
Melting of. the Plate, and the railing of the 
Money twice within theſe ftx . years laſt, .'is 
confirmed by thouſands of French .here 
from Paris, and other Towns. And then the 
Noveliſts add, that the Farmers of the Impo- 
ſitions find Money at 8 per cent. Intereſt to ad- 
vance the King, which cannot be true of any 
conſiderable Sum, becauſe the ſame Farmers 
20 and 3o years ago, did give more Intereſt 
for it, ſometimes 10, and 12 Or [14 percent. 
"Tis well known, that whoſoever has any Mo- 

ney in France now, does conceal it. *'1 is certain 
alſo, and confirmed from all parts,' that they 
force all Men for the War, and that theywant 
Horſes, and muſt get them from Foreign 
Countries. 07 EMI RE > 
We have many amongſt us who are, in re- 

lation to France, very near of the ſame hu- 
mour with the Soldiers who befiege ai ſtrong 
Place ; They heard in the beginning of the 
Siege;that the Engineers aſſured that the Place 
could not hold out beyond ſuch a- certain 
time; when they have heen:a month,or ſome 
time-longer before the Place,without.carrying 
the Out-works, and that they ſee the Enemies 
make vigorous Sallies, they ſay, 45 
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do impoſe upon us, we ſhall never take the 
Place, the Garriſon 1s too numerous, it ap- 
pears by their vigour, that they ſuffer no want, 
Thus they ſpeak, tho' the Belteged at the ſame 
time want all things, and the Place is turned 
toan heap of Rubbiſh by the Canon, Bombs 
and Carcaſſes, and the Garriſon half deſtroy- 
ed. But notwithſtanding the great diſtreſs 
the Belieged are in, they fet a .good face on 
their ſad condition, and make Sailies more vi- 
gorouſly than ever they did, to try whether 
by an extraordinary Effort they can get them- 
ſelves out of that trouble, and create in 'the 
Enemy a good Opinion of their condition, 
an4 oblige thein to Raiſe the Siege, or in order 
to make a more Advantagious Capitulation. 
The Soldiers| indeed would thereupon be of 
Opinion, that the Siege ſhould be Raiſed ; but 
the General and Engineers, who beſt know 
the condition of the Place, and of the Garrt- 
ſon, go on with their Attacks vigorouſly, and 
it comes to paſs that ſoon after, the Garriſon 
being exhauſted in Sallies, capitulates,and eve- 
ry body is amazed to find both the Place and 
the Garriſon in ſuch a deſolate condition, and 
admire how they did hold'fſo long, 

Thoſe who ſaid fix or ſeven years ago, that 
France would not be able to reſiſt the Allies, 
were much in the right, for they underſtood 
it in 4 rational ſenſe, but not abſolutely ; that 
is to ſay, their meaning was, that it could-not 
reſiſt them without the utter Ruin eof the 
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Kingdom, for otherwiſe in point of Political 
Prudence and Government of Nations, 'tis not 
a commendable Reſiſtance, but a meer folly, 
to deſtroy a Nation, rather than to beg Peace, 
and yiel4 ſomething, or reſtore what the Ene- 
my juſtly demands. 

It was ſuppoſed that thoſe who Ruled in 
France had ſome Prudence, and that they 
would ſuſpend their Deſign of the Univerſal 
Monarchy to another time, or at leaſt not ex- 
poſe their Glory and the Kingdom ſo much 
for a ſmall point of Honour, and a little In- 
tereſt, which certainly will not turn to their 
Honour at laſt; whereas there 1s no State in 
Europe, and 1 dare fay there 1s no Example 
in Ancient or Modern Hiſtory, of any Nation 
that has ſo long, and without neceſſity ſuſtain- 
ed a War ſo diſproportionate to its own 
Strength, and ſo ruinous as this will be to 
France, before the Peace is made. The French 
muſt needs have ſome mighty Hopes of a 
great Revolution in this Kingdom, whereby 
they expe& a conjunction of its Power with 


theirs, to accompliſh their great Deſigns of ob- 


taining the Univerſal Monarchy, and over- 
turning the Proteſtant Religion, But fo as we 
ſee that Court governs now, it may maintain 
theWar two years longer,do yet abundance of 
miſchief, and aſtoniſh all the World by their 
great Efforts, becauſe they are abſolute Ma- 
ſters of all the Eſtates and Lives of the Sub- 
jects, and have no more regard to them than 

to 
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to ſo many Dogs.Tho' there has been bur little 
Corn this year in France, and almoſt no Wine, 
nor Cider, and but little Salt,Silk, and Olives. 
Yet the Pope and the Jeſuits who foment the 
War, do not care for that, they loſe nothing 
by it, for they reckon that they cannot fail of 
| being very great and potent, however things 
ſucceed, for if the French King, and K. Zames 
prevail, they will be Maſters of England, if 
France ſuccumbs, they hope to be more Ab- 
ſolute and Potent in that Kingdom than ever, 
and that they ſhall have nothing to fear here- 
after from it, 
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CHAP Iv. 


Flow, and in what manner the French King 
bas devoured three-fourths of all the Capital 
Stock of the Kingdom of FRANCE. 


FIRST, The Lands and Houſes taken in 

general, thro' the Kingdom, are not, one 
with another, worth above the third part of 
what they were worth 3o years ago, in clear 
Money, repairs and amendments being allowed, 
and all other Expences diſcounted, and even 
that third part is ill paid. - For altho' it is per- 


haps well paid inſomepartsof the Kingdom, 


and that Eſtates about the Frontiers may not 
have diminiſhed in value ; becauſe the _ 
an 
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and other Fruits fell well there, by reaſon of 
the Armies and Garriſons, notwithſtanding 
if we conſider the great number of Lands 
untilled, and of Houſes forſaken, the Interrup- 
tion of Trade, Scarcity of Money, and e- 
ſpecially the Deſtruction of above half the 
Working-Men, which 1s the cauſe of the want 
of Farmers, and Husband-Men ; I ſay, if we 
duly conſider all this, we cannot but believe, 
that Real-Eſtates are fallen at leaſt two-thirds, 
as to the Rent ; and that if one had a mind 
to ſell the Ground, it would not yield the ſixth 
part of what it was worth formerly. Sorthat 
'tis a true poſition, that the King has devoured 
above three quarters of the Stock. 

He has alſo conſumed the three fourths of 
all the Woods for Timber, belonging to his 
Subjects, ( except thoſe that pertain to the 
Clergy) becauſe the Extream Poverty they 
have been reduced to by the Government, has 
forced them to fell them for the payment, ei- 
ther of Taxes or Debts, or for their own 
Maintenance. 

The French King has likewiſe conſumed the 
three-quarter parts of the Coined Money 1n 
the Kingdom, conveying it out of the ſame 
by hundred different ways. 

He has likewiſe waſted the three-quarter 
parts of all the Plate and Jewels in the King- 
dom. 

He has done the ſame in reſpe& of Houſhold- 
Goods; for altho' there may be almoſtas much 
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as formerly (except Cattle, Plate, and. Jewels) 
their Species being not properly deſtroyed or 
conveyed out of the Kingdom ; nevertheleſs, 
if they were to be fold, they are not worth 
the fourth part of what they were formerly, 
becauſe none wants them, Money and People 
being gone. 


Men being deſtroyed, and Land-Eſtates for- 


ſaken, it follows neceſſarily that Lewis the XLV. 
has alſo devoured the greateſt part of the Cat- 
tle ; and indeed, there 1s no need of them 
upon a forſaken Land, where there is no peo- 
ple 3 for to what purpoſe ? and who ſhou!d 


take careof them 2 Moreover, tis certain,that 


where there is yet ſome Cattle, they are not 
in the ſame quantity, nor ſo good as formerly; 
and ſuppoſe there were ſtill great multitudes 
' of Cattle in the Kingdom, who ſhould im- 
ploy them at work,or eat them as Meat, when 
above half of the Grown and Working-men 
are deſtroyed, as I have ſaid already, and ſhall 
prove it elſewhere : If the Cattle were plen- 
tiful, it would follow that they ought to be 
cheap, becauſe of ſcarcity of People. But 
we hear to the contrary, that Butchers-Meat 
has been dearer at Paris for ſome years paſt 
than before; tho' Money is fcarcer, and the 
number of Eaters leſſer. The reaſon of it is 
evident, viz. that the number of People is not. 
ſo much diminiſhed in Paris as in the Provin- 
ces, which are hardly capable to furniſh Paris 
with Meat, becauſe they are Untilled -and Un-: 


people 


: | 
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peopled ; beſides, the Land-Forces in Flanders 
and Germany, being always very numerous and 
ſojourning, in ſo much exhauſted Countries, re- 
quire abundance of Proviſions. This dearneſs 
of Meat is a ſenſible effect of the great Depo- 
pulation of the Kingdom, eſpecially if joyned 
with the ſcarcity of Money. As for Horſes 


| and Mules, but eſpecially Horſes, the num- 


ber of them has decreaſed very much, becaule, 
for many years, there is ſcarce any body has 
been able to keep Horſes and Mares for breed, 
becauſe of the want of Means, what profit ſo- 
ever there may be at preſent by that Trade, 


| becauſe of the dearneſs of Horſes, *Tis known 


the War has deſtroyed almoſt all of 'em. 

The King has ſwallowed up all the debts of 
the Wealrhy Ones in his Kingdom, that is to 
ſay, all that was owing them for Money lent 
to private Perſons, for which the Lands,Houſes, 
Offices, Cattle, and Houſhold-Goods of the 
Borrowers, were mortgaged ; Since the ſame 
Lands, and Houſes and the reſt, are come to 
nothing. Which amounts perhaps to more 
than the preſent value of all the Stocks in 
the Kingdom, as I faid already. 

He has devoured all the Civil Offices and 
Charges in the Kingdom, which he fold very 
dear; ſo that they were inſtead of a Capital 
Stock to the Proprietors, whereas now they 
yield almoſt nothing to the Officers, and ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, cannot be ſold for the fixth 


wart of what they were bought for. For 
<3 N __ altho' 
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'altho' the Office.of '2 Mater of Rbauefts, or of a 
+ Counſellor 1n'+the © Parliament. of "Paris, may be 
; ſtyLſomerimes ſold-forvthe! half of what they 
.did-coft at: firft 5 'ris not:ſo7mm the "Provinces, 
-where the'Places of Councellor *in f6me'con- 
.fiderable Courts/-of- Judicature, *caltec+ Proj. 
:Arauos, asat Poibtiers and Amgerr,are expoſetto 
Salo. for: four thouſand Livers' at Sreſony, 
which, had coſt —_— above forty thouland 
livers. $1 T7 4 
; \r\He has alſo a the Eſtates ehngin 
to-Towns,Corporations,arid to*great"'riurtb 
of private Perſons, who-did poſſeſs" ther law- 
fully) by. the: Re-union - that he has madeof 
them to:his Demain. '»+ 7% 670" 
He has devoured all the dibgnctnzs of Mer- 
chandizes-in'the:' Kingdom, '\which” uſed to be 
well ftored;:but are now-empry” ;'I mean not 
only-thoſe of-.F oreign ®Commodities; but alfo 
thoſe -of :Home-Manufactures'and Product; f0 


that no body-daresto meddie with Trade, "foe | 


fear he ſhould be: preſently fwallowed'up by 


Taxes, rn ibat ſhew' himſelf to have | 


any Wealth... ric MB Hef | 

: Heduthieat nd the Stock of the Eaſt and 
Weſt: India Companies, which are joft apon the 
point of being 'totaliy:ruined: '* 

- He has eat:up the/Valaneof all th Trading- 
Ships i in Lis\Kingdom; which are for the -t 
part uſeleſs, andiierottingpinthe'Hdrbours”” 

-:Hethas deftroyedalt the ManufdGturesin' his 
Kingdom, winch were 'an ineftimable —_ 

* £4: We on; 
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"ion ; nays. a bh worſe, his Enemies have 
appropriated them to themſelves, ney impro- 
them... T1, if 
nl He has ſwallowed, up At ſeveral rimes, ma- 
BY, hundreds, of Millions of; Livers which, he 
extorted ,naw and; then. from thoſe-they :call 
Hartiſang, who. are the Farmers of theImpoſts, 
Whom. ohe;deſpoiled at laſt, _ _— had 
dejpoiled. others. ,'- 20141 

"He has hoxcowed Ummenſe Snews: of Money 
from, .his Subjecs, which he 1s not able to Pay, 
1 f be Were willing toda 1 Ati; > vir 

..Einally, He has conſumed above: the halfof 
bls People, if not. in number, - at. leaft-in value; 
25.1 haye. faid., already, and promiſed to de- 
monftrate hereafter. 

Sa that, every ong,may ſee, i that-I had rea- 
fon Enough to ſay, ' that the: Kingdom is decay: 
ed within theſe, zo-years, more than the three 
fourths 1n_Value,;but fpeciallydince thereight 
laſt years of the War : And Idare.ſay,that this 
Was .,does. ſo: much -prgjudice-tovit; that it 
amounts.to. near two thouſand: Millions of Li- 
vers &yery;year, one with another. o8 4 

. And lance I:have,advanced my: ſelf ſo far, I 
muſt, {hew, how the thing may be demon- 
ſtrated, , 

I ſuppoſed. already. the Kingdom of Heance 
might be worth near zo Millions »Sterling, of 
Reyenys, or abqut-40o Millions of Livers, in 
Real and- Perſonal. Eſtate,, when the War be- 
gun, as England is valued at this day at Gxteen 

N 2 Millions 
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Millions Sterling, or 2o8 Millions of Livers 
Revenue, in Eſtates Real and Perſonal. 

I ſuppoſed alfo, that the Revenues or Profits 
of the induſtry of the People of France, might 
be worth about 45 Millions St.or 600 Malli- 

ons of Livers yearly, as thoſe of the Engliſh 
Nation may be valued at this day, at 26 Mil- 
lions Sterling, or near 240 Millions of Livers. 
And fo all France, with all its Effects, of which 
the People is the principal, - might produce 
about rooo Millions of Livers of Annual Re- 
venue or. profit ; which being valued at 20 
years purchaſe, ought to be worth 20 thou- 
ſand Millions for the Stock ; the People taken 
in bulk being as perpetual in duration asLands, 
and Lands being worth nothing without Peo- 
ple. 

So that the Real andPerſonal Eſtates in France 
yielding 400 Millions of Livers yearly rent 


if we eſtimate them upon the foot of 2e years 


purchaſe,' they had been worth 8: thouſand 
Millions of Livers. 

Now if what we have ſuppoſed alfo-be true, 
that the Real Eſtates taken in general, cannot 
be ſold after the Peace,tho' made to morrow,at 
the 4th part of what they were valued at 30 
years agozand that the Perſonal Eſtates be fallen 
the ſame proportion, it will make fix thou- 
tand Millions loſs on thoſe Eſtates alone. 

As for the People, ſuppoſing that 4 Millions 
and a half of Souls have periſhed within theſe 
30 years, half of which were Adult Men, if 

we 
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we value them only at 80 Piſtols per head one 
with another, tho' Men are worth more than 
the double of that Sum, it would make near 
4000 Millions of Livers loſs upon rhat Head. 

Nor can we reckon leſs than four thou- 
ſand Millions of Livers for the Decreaſe in 
Price and Value of the remaining People 
that 1s, of the nine Millions of Souls ſuppoſed 
to be remaining in France, the greateſt part 
of - which conſiſts in Women, and other forts 
of People more unprofitable ſtill for the Na- 
tional Work, viz. Children, Old, infirm, 
Lame, Sickly People, and Soldiers, and Men 
who by theirEſtates, Dignity and Profefiion 
are exempred from working. For it holds 
conſtantly true, that the Value of People in a 
Nation depends upon that of their Induſtry 
and Labour, and on the Fruits and Profits 
proceeding therefrom, or to ſpeak more plain, 


| the Value of a Nation depends upon the 


quantity of the Revenue, which the Real and 
Perſonal-Eſtate do ufually yield,which proceed 
from the Men, without which both Real and 
Perſonal-Eſtates are unprofitable, and Labour 
comes to nothing z for the Labour of -a thin 
People in a vaſt and depopulated Country, 
yields very little protit. For example, the 
labour of a Million of Souls which may be 
at this day in /reland, would not yield ſo 
much Profit as that of 200 thouſand in Eng- 


land, imployed about the ſame kind of work, 


altho' the Ground is as good or better in Ire- 
N 3 land, 
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land, and that million of Souls valued, and 
confidered as bound'to ftay for 'ever in*Irelayd, 
wonld not be- fo :mnch'-eſtirnated by then 
who-underftand the* Value of'a People, as 


2co thoufand? People of the ſame' Order 'in” 


England tiving conſtantly in it?Tis not the dif- 


ference that there is between* an 7r;Jh-and ari | 
Engliſhman, nor the difference between the * 
Soils; that would produce fuck 'an Effe&; but” 


the difference: between 'a Populous* Country 


and one HI Peopled.- For it that Million of 


Iriſh-peopR was tranſpl:nted into England, they ' 


wou!d be vajucd as muchas a Million of Eng- 


[lf the fame fort ;''and: even” conſidering” 


that Fngland would thereby become more po- ' 
pulous than 1s at-preferit, they* would” make ' 
the Revenues: of Exglazd, * and the 'valne *of _ 


the Enzi;ſþ Nation, and” of its Induſtry rife, 
and conſequently their own Value ſhould alſo 


riſe inthe ſame proportion. *On'the contrary, ' 
if two hundredthonfand "Engliſh, did go over 


to Treland to ſtay there, their Vale and Price 
wou'd decay very much' (tho' they might, as 


to their private Intereſt, *fare- perhaps” better ' 
there) becante of their leaving amore popu ' 


lous Country for another that is leſs populous, 
but 1f * 1nftead * of © 200 thouſand” Engliſh , 


2 Millions were tranſported thither', the” 
they might be wortly, as much as they were” 
in Fngland, br cauſe Trelaud wonld'be then as © 


popalouspropcrtionably, as Enpland is'at this © 
day,and'Irtl2r:d would alfo be worth-45'rtiuch FE 


3:'H 


4 )»* 14 we _ m 
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ina little time proportionably, as England;Mo- 
ney... would .ſoon--be plentiful- ;- Husbandry, 
Arts,.. Manfactures,- Trade flouriſh there, as ' 
they would proportionably decay in England. 
. { Lherefore we.cannot: reckon leſs than 4 Mil- 
_ +Flionsfor.that Artiele.-- a 
Sa that it appears; th:t 14 thouſand Millt- 
ons of the 20 thouſand-which the Kingdom of 
France might be -worth ze years ago are loſt, 
I make a. great allowance to France, for I am 
| of , opimon: that the--loſs is greater, and that 
the .: Real and Perſonal Eftates, -together with 
all the-People in:that Kingdom, are not worth 
6 thouſand Millions of Livers, nor ſcarcely 4,' 
the,People being ſo much decreaſed. 'I own 
indeed ,. I hat it the People were. collected to- * 
oether, and compacted 1n one half of the King- - 
dom, and forſook the other half 5 the 9 Milli- 
ons: af Souls would-be worth as much as ever | 
they, were ;. and that if they were confined to 
the 4th, part of-the* Kingdom ſecure from all - 
all Invaſion and inſult of Enemies, and placed 
near the Sea, they would be worth more than 
ever wereall 'the-r z Millions and a half of Peo- 
ple. diffuſed thro' France 30 years ago, and 
that. qth. part of the Kingdom being well peo- 
pl*d and cultivated, it would be infallibly worth 
more than . was- ever the. whole © Kingdom. 
Sa that it isa great imprudence inany Prince 
or Nation to. extend their - Conqueſts, unlefs 
they People -inſtead of depopulating their 
Country thereby, as they uſually do If fo be 
N 4 they 
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they had Authority enough todo it: It were 
more Wiſely done to recolle& all their People 
in as narrow a Compaſs as they reaſonably 
could, in a good ground nigh the Sea and 
great Riversz and to intrench themſelves 
round about, with natural and artificial For- 
tifications, the beſt they could againſt all In- 
ſults. Then they ſhould ſee their People thrivc 
and increaſe every day in riches and ſtrength, 
We ſee by the Example of Holland, what 
a great People in a little Country may do. 
Ard by 'the Examples of Spam and Ireland, 
how little a large Country fignthes when de- 
populated. We may fee it alſo, by compa- 
ring Fngland with Ireland. The firſt is but 
twice as big as the other, and not-naturally ſo 
fruitful z and yet 'tis cemmonly eſtimated to 
be worth ten times more, becauſe of its being 
more populous. For if England enjoys a bet- 
ter Trade, if Arts and Manufacures flouriſh 
in it, and if Money is more pl:ntiful, it owes 
all thoſe advantages to the multitnde of its 
People, which 1s the main thing in which it 
ſurpaſles Ireland, 
 ____ | Weread ina very good Book, 
Sree thatall the Lands and Houſes in 
my of 1reland, Jreland, were valped in 1641. be- 
| _ forethe Rebellion at 11 Millions 
Sterling, arid that 11 years after when theWar 
was over, it was eſtimated in time of Peace at 
no.more than a Million Sterling, and yet there 
was above 2 thirds of the People left, which 


were 
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were in it before the War; and it was alſo 
known that above 100 thouſand Souls that 
fled out of the Kingdom becauſe of the War, 
were preparing to return, as they really did. 


That ſame Book afhrms; that the Houſes ' and 


Lands might then all have been bought for « 
Million Sterling : And yet no body was igno- 
rant that great numbers of new Scotch and En- 
gliſh Inhabitants were preparing ro tranſplant 
themſelves thither, as they did to the number 
of above 1co thouſand Souls in a few years af- 
ter. 

So that the Real Eſtates in Ireland fell from 
11to x, Whereas the Real Eſtates in France 
according to my computation, are fallen only 
3 fourths, from 8 to 2. But I am ſure, that 
they could not be ſold at that rate, and it may 
be not at the 1o part of what they were valu- 
edat formerly. Andas I obſerved juſt now, 
there were left in Ireland above 2 third parts 
of the People which were in it before the War, 
including thoſe who fled over to England for 
ſhelter, and were expected back every day, 
Beſides the new Plantations of Scotch and En- 
gl:ſh which were a coming ; whereas in France 
there 1s periſhed above half the People in va- 
lue, not to ſay any thing of thoſe whom the 
War continues to deſtroy till it be finiſhed,and 
there is little reaſon to hope for any new Tranſ- 
migration of Colonies to repeople it, neither is 
it certain that the Proteſtants who have been ſo 
cruelly perſecuted contrary to the- publick 

a | Faith 
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Faith of 'the Edidts, will ever ' return thither,, - 


e fol 5 lads. Sid TIE. 5 5 6s 4 #9 
It would be to'no purpoſe to ſay, that the, 


Iriſh-War was inteſtine, 'and hat both Armies 


YL *; 


But then, in the Taft place, I anſwer,that.al-_ , 


tho'all Houſes an1 Cattle had been deſtroyed 
| in 


# 
be. k 


# 
- . 
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in Ireland, which they. were not,-ſinge the;; 
Houſes in walled Towns, which is the chiefeft-: 
thing in Irelapd, had ſuffered but Jlittledamage, 
and that the Cattle were ftill numerous enaugh-. 
as appears by the Memozrs of. that . timez.tho\, 
[ ſay, all what is alledged, -were true, I an-- 
ſwer, that there being, Men .in it,.. they were: 
capable of foon having, Houſes .and Cattle. 
And 'twere. better for France, that her,greateſt :| 
Grievance, were to have, her, Houlgs reduced. : 
to Aſhes , and all her Cattle deſtroyed, on con--. 
dition that ſhe had, but.the. twq thirds.;of the 
Workmen, which were in her, before the War, 
with a better Government anda. better Reji- 
gion, For if that were the Caſe, .they would... 
ſoon haye as many. Houſes and-Cattle-as they 
m_ 2. 

It would be to as little purpoſe for. any man... 
to ſay, thatit was becauſe Ireland had not full .:- 
Liberty for Trade. .. Fox-the Iriſh Nation was. . : 
better treated by the Engliſh, than the, People 
of France has been by .their, Prince for.-many. 
Reigns. And as for Trade, they had.it always 
very free, and without any : reſtraint upen, ho- 
reigners, who . would, come. and, fetch; their -.. 
Commodities, or upon the.. Iriſh themſelves, 
who 'were at Liberty to carry them over - 


to Spain, Frauce, Portugal, and. gther, places. 


Their Government, was, the ſame.then as now; 
and'yet their Eſtates are more,,valyed. at pxe- - 
ſent, than, they. were at that, timey, which . . 
ſhews that jt was meerly,the effeg-of the fats | 
an 
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and of the great deſtruction of Men which 

preceeded it. 

It would be as impertinent to obje&t, that 
they were Proteſtants, who did then put ſuch 
a low:eſtimate upon {reland, becauſe they had 
a mind to quit it, for befides what I have 
{aidalready upon that Subje&t, the Objection 
1s refuted by the Hiſtory,. which informs us 
that there were above 100 thouſand Proteſtants 
born in that Country who had no Eſtates in 
any ocher part of the World, and who conſe- 
quently were far from any thoughts to quit 
it; and were expected there, beſides above an 
hundred thouſand Engl:ſb and Scotch Proteſtants 
who attually went thither. | 

We muſt add to this, that it will be much 
harder to reſtore France to its former 'State, 
then it was to reſtore Ireland, in reſpect of 
the Lands, becauſe the moſt part of the Soil of 
Irelandis fit for Paſture, whereas the moſt part 
of France conſiſts in Arable Lands and Vines, 
which being untilled and quite rooted up, 
cannot be reſtored ſo eafily. I have infifted 
much on that exainple of Ireland, becauſe I 
do not know any that agrees ſo well with the 
Condition that France 1s likely to be reduced 
to. FE. 

I might very well have valued only the loſs of 
the People.in France, and have forborn to make 
mention of Real and Perſonal Eſtates, for after 
all is ſaid; Eſtates are worth nothing without 


People, and ifthere was but one Man 1n _ 
| a 
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| all the Eſtates would be worth no more than 


that Mans maintenance.So that I might have va- 
lued the People which did ſpend a thouſand 
Millions of Livers yearly, 3o years ago, when 
they did make up, according toour ſuppoſiti- 
on, the number of 13 Millions and a half. I 
might, I ſay, have eſtimated them on the foot 
of twenty years purchaſe, at twenty thouſand 
Millions. For altho' every individual Perſon 
is commonly eſtimated, but at- 7 or 8 years 
purchaſe, becauſe they are mortal, a Nation 
which is conceiv'd to be as perpetual, as the 
world in its duration, as I already faid, may be 
very reaſonably valu'd at 20 years purchaſe. 

And ſo, ſuppoſe that half of it is deftroy- 
ed, if not as to the number, at leaſt as to 
their ſtrength and ability for work ; that be- 


_ ing, as I ſay, ſuppoſed, it would alone a- 


mount to ten thouſand Millions of Livers, 
which ought to be deducted from the twen- 

ty thouſand Millions aforeſaid. - | 
And becauſe the remaining People are very 
thin in the Kingdorn, diſperſed toand fro, and 
not united and compacted together, ſo as to 
help one another, and to improve their Land, 
the Seas and Arts to the beſt advantage, as if 
it were gathered together in half of the King- 
dom, and in the fame proportion as it was 
when the 13 Millions and a half of Souls were 
living in it; for that reaſon the leaſt that canbe 
abated of its former Value, will be five or fix 
Millions ; and fo the Kingdom will be found 
to 
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to haye'decayed '3"qiarters' at Tealt'of its. an-| * 
- Giefht *Vathe , if taken Korgllte "to what| , 
/it tight Have'beeri Aithited' at "thirty years] . 

"ago. <4 HODTA 
Ani if any 'tian will be_at "th "pans, to 
reckbn the *other Lofſes which the lan | 
Hasendured within theſe 30 years, he will ind 
"titty thodfarid Millictis '6f Livers ©Ioſt other- 

wiſe. Dies pans ET -- 
As*for exathple,' the 3 Millions and a half 
of People, ſippoſed fo have been, 1n France 
30 Fears'ago, ought to have encreaſed about 


"two Milltoris'df Souls in 3o Years time,accord- 


Ew the vrdinaty Progreſs of Generation, 
ſerved by Narbiralifts, which being , valued 
zpbn 'the fdtme foot as We eſtimared the eſt, 
Halt been worth 3 rhouſind Miltions, that is, 
abviit + 560'Livers per FEAR, orf Bich another. 

Obſetve that the Adiilt Males; or Men in.the 
ptithe'of their Age, dre commonly valued at 
twice as much 4s the reſt, as is fo be Jean by 
the exatiple of Slaves bought at that, rate ; 
whith By the wy fhiews either the Impru- 


bo 


defice of the Misfortuiie of thole Princes or 

States which WAlingly, of forced by ſome ne- 

cefliry; fell their Subjects to other Nations, by | 

craps gd or Companies, ſo cheap ab many of 
do. 2 SY 

' Ifweadd to this, the' Loſs of the Superla- 

erztion, that'is to ſay, of what "ori aha x I 


itnproves above its Expence ; for ic muſt by 
ktiown, that a popiitous'and thrivihg Nation, 
grows 
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grows continually richer and richer,. or elſe it 


"would'be {till in_the fame condition: that ,it 


"Was 200 years ago. I ſay, if we, reckon that 
"Loſs" of the Superlucration, it would ; amount 


al Hi her. 


nd then further, if we could take an_ac- 
WE of the Loſſe es the Kin om, has Suſtained 
Within this 3o years, and elpecially ſince this 
War, in relation to the | +05 Yo Rents. of 
all the Eſtates, and of the Revenuesand Profits 
of the Induſtry | and Labour of the People, 
Which tave been To ſtrangely decaying from 
+ to year, this Head, with the precedent, 
would. apongy to ſorne thouſands of Millions 

Ivers, 

And will make bold to gdd, that in _ 
the 'W; coin es yet 1 three years longer at 
the LE Char bes af ER. to Free, that 

1d i rhi5 al all the hat King- 
TON cop Þe och” if ba, p thou 

ns'0 Livery, aps not wor 

five urndred. | By Pans 

"Tr" aut be obſerved, that the longer the 
War continues,” the 'more irrecoverably that 
Kingdom ſinks, and alſo the Value of all 
things in it, that 1s, as well of the remaining 
People, as 'of Lands, Houſes and Perſonal 
Eſtates, except Money, Plate and Jewels. 

And ſo that Kingdom loſes leſs in Value eve- 
ry year now, than it did the firſt years of the 
War,becauſe Lands, People, and. all things in 
it, were more valuable then than now, Tho' it 

- ſpends 


aac, A Ira 
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ſpends as many Men as formerly, and loſes 
more in relation to the impoſſibility of its be- 
ing ever reſtored to its former State, and of 
recovering it ſelf, A poor man, who has but 
a hundred pounds Eſtate, loſes leſsas to the Va- 
lue of the Sum when he loſes fifty, than a man 
who has ten thouſand pounds does, when he 
loſes one thouſand, but he loſes more in truth, 
becauſe he has not fomuch remaining where- 
withal to live. 

And as a Man decays more by letting ſix 
Ounces of Blood when in a Conſumption,than 
he did when in health by letting 12 Ounces. 
So does France alſo loſe more now in that” ſenſe 
than it did before. 

But becauſe People will be apt to contra- 
dic all this, and that indeed the thing ſeems 
incredible, tho' grounded upon very good Ar- 


guments, that France ſhould , have decayed fo - 


much, TI conſent, that they ſhould value 
France ſtill at the half of what we ſuppoſed it 
was worth twenty years ago. But as for my 
part, I ſhall not be of their Opinion. 


i 
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"CHAP, 'V. 


| 4 particular Account of the. De prpulat ion of 


FRANCE. 


"THE better tojudge of the Depopulation 

. [and Decay of Agriculture in France, as 
).of the Decreaſe' of Arts, Manufactures, 
and Trade, &c./ arid of the : little-probability 
there is, that that Nation ſhould ever recover 
its former Strength, or at leaſt; not in -100 
years time. The better, I ſay, to judge of this, 
let us remember: the number of 'Inhabitahts 
which we ſuppoſed to have been in France zo 
years ago, viz. 13 Millions and a half. And 
tet us conſider. what number of Adult Men 
there might be in that time who-were able to 
ferve in Arts, Manafattures; Agriculture, Naviga- 
t50n, &c. and what number of thoſe may have 
periſhed by the accidents we ſpoke of, -befides 
thoſe who are uſed to dye naturally z, What 
number may be in the Army;What deficiency 
there may have been in the ordinary courſe of 
Propagation, for theſe thirty yearspaſt. How 
many- there may. be among the Adult, who 
are rendred unfit for Work, by their Eſtates, 
Dignity or Profeſſionz How many -who/are 


| difabled by -natural Infirmities z and let us 
dive as much as poſſible into thenumber of 
O 


them 


| IMA 


them who are fit for Work,and ManufaQures, 

-Firft, Iwitt fuppote grates for-the advan- 
tage of France (tho thexe is regſon toqueſtion 
it) that zhere might be as many Men as Wo- 
men Ny ago;;.and that, dividing the 
whole Mafs of People in the Kingdom, viz. 
Men, Women and Children, into three parts, 
there was 4 Millions and a half of Men, 
from 32 yedrs-of age and/above.!* That which 
induces me ito comprehend in this. diviſign , 
Children of $2 years and-above, is, thatiothes; 
wiſe thereicould not be-inbthe whole, the third 
part of Men,fmnicetheChildregin a Nationuty 
der16: years of 'age, ave commonly judged -10 
make half' of”; the whole: Maſs of People; Ber 
ſides, they begit-at that age'to/be uteful; fot 
Arts, Agricalture,.' Navigation; i&c. and:now 
they make 'Soldiers' of! them at that: age-in 
France, [cuiog, Jaya) in Garriſon, where: they 
areby-degrees inured: to Fatigue: and War.. $0 
that- there is-reaſon enough toithink, that it 
cluding among | Adult: Men; Chiidren above 
x2) years of "App, Fallow'a great additicn: tg 
the number of Men.in/Frauce. And T deliverit 
taay-beremembred; becauſemy-increaſing:rthe 
number. of: Men, by the Addizion:of fame 
Hundreds:qf:#houſands, ' will: ſerve / to. ſhew 
more cletirly and unqueſtionably the want of 
Culture 'of Lands, Trades. and: Arts io: the 
Kingdom; becauſe: that addicion: will thew 
the remaining part of ' them.to:be {6 much the 
leſs conſiderable. 7 &3 uvil 
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”From'the year 2666; tothe: firft of this War; 


ther could be rolefs than Millions of Sonls - 


diminifht for the' reaſons propoſed above, viz. 


\'The horrid arid exceſſive Taxes impoſed every 


'' upon the [Pevple, ' and: the oppreflive 
Merthot' of railing them, which are'no lefs 
troubleſom than the Taxes thenſelves 3 The 
unneceſſary Wars, the Conqueſts tide to 10 
pufpoſe;whick Depopalated theCountry evefy 
way;' as: well by the DeſtruRion: of great aum- 


| bers of 'Meri,. as by the pgs Art of ati 


infittite” multitade -of Perſons, / who retired! 
tothe new Cofqueſts; hoping, to. live there 
more quietly than they could  aadadeda their 
own 6 Countty 5 By the extreme Po- 
| verry which cauſed great numbersto/periſh at- 
hore; and in the Hoſpitals of Paris, and ele- 
whets' 5; The Porforativts of the. Proreffanes, 
which; befides'the nuttiber of ' People! deſtroy- 
| <brhorbby 1 in F/aiee, baniſhed-great numbers 
of *ermout of the Kinidom, &e, Tmiight one 
reckottabove two Millions of Souls dimitii 

by all thoſe ſevetal Methods, entire Fre wo 


grivation, "of which "above - the thitd- pars 
| were Men TI mean, without fieluding in'that 
mumber, thoſe who” dyed according to the 


ordinary courſe' of Nature, 'whaſe- number 
under moderate” Governments, is ſupplied by 
Young Childretiy' born'in' their ſtead, Letus 
reckon'only 706 thouſand Mets - 

© Since the ginning of this War,which hath 


| laſted already eight yours, the King cinta, 


| | 
{ 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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as we have ſeen, about 500000 Men, of: which 


the fourth part periſhes every: year, one-with; 
Recruits. 


anot her, as appears by the ;Lift of 
Nay, 'tis affirmed, that one third part dies or” 


deſerts every. year, but. 1 ſhall reckon, gnly. a 
fourth part, That's above goo- thouſand -in/ 


eight years paſt, without including thus /pre-: 
{ent year, which being added to the 500 thou- 
ſand (including Servant men, and thoſe. be- 
longing to:the Artillery, Ammunition, Provi- 
ſions, Militia) that are always kept on foot. by 


Eand or Sea,” who are more than unprofitable. 


to the Nation, make up 'the, number -of 1400; 
thouſand: Men, | 

Beſides this, there have died in theſe 8 years 
of the War,at leaſt the fourth part of the Na- 
tion by Mortality, Miſery and Famine, ſince it 


is computed, that in the yeat of the Grand Fa- | 
mine alone, there periſhed; two Millions-and; 
a half of People,” not including thoſe deſtroyed | 


in the War; .or dead in/the ordinary and natu- 
ral way; .1,know that ſome may cavil at the 
ward. Natural, becauſe- very. few die fo now 


a-days'/int HG andes. the common People. dying. 
for'the moſt;part meerly for. want. Letus.count- 
only two. Millions and. a. half- of 'Feople for; 
that Article, that we may *hot be accuſed of. 
aggravating, -and ſuppoſe. that amongſt that. 
number, there be but '500, thouſand Men; be-" 
cauſe there are proportionably fewer Ment \iapy 


Women in; the Kingdom. 


.-t will. make up above - two Millions ceiah 


hundred 
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+ | hundred thouſand Men: that have died out of 
. | the four Millions and a half ſuppoſed above, 
' | beſides | the five:hundred thouſand - Soldiers 
| who are more than unprofitable, asI faid, for 


the National work, 'and who have been con- 


;| ſtantly for theſe eight years in the Armies at 
.| Land and Sea, or in Garriſon and Quarters, 
| not including in that number them who dye in 


the ordinary -courſe of Nature, which we 
ſuppoſehere gratis to be filled up by the ordi- 
nary progreſs of Generation. So that there re- 


| mains only 1 Million goo thouſand Menin the 


Kingdom, 
According to this Computation. which is 


| modeſt, there cannot*be much above 8 Mil- 
| lions of Souls remaining in the Kingdom, tho' 


Iam willing to allow it yet 9 Millions, inclu- 


| ding all the Soldiersz if we come: now to ex- 
] amine; the great number of thoſe 1902000 


Men remaining, that are-unfit: for Wark, we 
ſhall yet be much more amazed'to-find-ſo ſmall 
a number of Working; men left inthe Kingdom. 


| Thoſe unprofitable Men make .up almoſt the 
| 199 the total, as I ſhall demonſtrate by 
| and by,;- | 


Of: this ſort I-account Church-men, the Of- 


| ficers of--Judicature; , Finances, and Civil Go- 
| vernment;/and all other Officers of what Order 
| and denomination ſoever.. The-!Farmers gene- 
{| ral and:particular of all the Impoſtions, their 
| Commithoners and Agents great; and ſmall, 
| 3nd.thoſe/ called Gabe/exrs, and other Tools. 


O 3; which 
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which fe ve under them; all-the Nobitityand 
Gentry, rom the Princes 'of:the Blood; ts the 
{malleſt of thoſe called Gentlemen, which are 
the pooreſt: ſort -of the:Nobilityz the: Phy(i- 
cians, Chirurgions and: Apothecaries z' all the 


thief Merchants, and others'w ho ſell thingsby | 


retail, which - they 'do /not 'make themſelves, 
and ſeveral other kinds of men which 1:ſhall 
ſpeciftie hereafter, with their Sons .and- Ser- 
vants ; I mean generally ,-all ' thoſe :Ordery of 
men whoido not work'fn ManutaQures,Mines, 
Agriculture, Navigation; 'Fiſhing, or any ſort 


of Arts. For it muft be obſerved, .tha' all | 
theſe People are not wv holly unprofitableto So- 


ciety, yet all their Labdur cannot: fave 'Man- 
kind. from ſtarving: All thoſe kinds of men, 
if they wkre 20 times more numerous; [can 
neither Maintain nor enrich'the Nation'in'the 
leaſt. - T' e Labour of a Plough-man, or Sea- 
man, Magufacureror Trades-man;bvings more 
Profit to the-Common- wealth, thana thouſand 
of thoſe forts/of men;'except as to the {matter 
of Propagation. © Many- of ' them ' indeed get 
areat Fortunes, but it - is-juſft as with Game- 
ſters, who win.it from their Country-men}or 
Fellow-Cltizens. :The Commonwealth is' ne- 
ver @&Pin'the richer':for it, becauſe they add no 
Riches toi/then-that | were alveady:intheNa- 
tion.” I grant that Humane Society: cannot ſub- 
fift without men-of that. kind; and that they 
are uveceffary/ina certain meaſure Þor- 46/18 


not they Who maintain or enrich /@ Nation, 1 | | 
&K"; 1 WK 318 +5 | 3. 1.2 
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confels indeed Merchants” ate| fieceffiry, and 
contribute much towards Sm of a 
Country, but "tis by employing Working- 
mefi 'who are their Arms and'Hands.” << 

Moreover 'tis obſervable, that amongſt thoſe 


- who do the moſt uſeful Work, of *the Nation, 


nn Eonget oe Rtotiteſt ate taken for War, 
atid *tis they eſpecially who for the moft'part 
loſe their Lives'in it ;'fo thatamong the” men' 
remaining in_the' Conntry,, «great nomb 
are” old, weak, infirm and invalid, which 
cauſes the difference of a ſixth part at leaft;” fo 


' that,in caſe 960 thouſand Workitp-men' are 
fill remaining, they muſt be reckoned 'orily for 


550 thouſand. . For befides that, T have ac- 
courited amongſt the Men, Children of twelve 
years, and the old Men above ſixty, who are 
not ſo fit for Labour, as other men. 1 count 
alfo among them; as T have ſaid already, the 
ſickly, blind, lame; and beggars, which, make 
a great number. So that here remains only to 
the" Value of 755 thouſand Adult men. for all 
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or Sea- Colt to the. other, by.a hundred diffe- 
rent, Roads, -and committing Diſorders every 
where,,. for want of Money to pay their Ex- 
Pences, belides their Robberies, in which they 
are.,.countenanced by the Court, becauſe the 
Soldiers are kept ſhort in theic Pay z and more- 
over. they think fit to indulge them, that 
they,may Fi new Levies, and Recruit their 


Armies the more. eafily. 

Add to.i i] this, the Diſorder cauſed by the 
oppreſlive.. Methods of Raiſing -Impoſts and 
Tm of \/hich I ſpoke already. 


Moreover, of the ſaid 750 thouſand Work-. 


1ng-men, many. are. continually- employed in 
things relating to.the Armies, ſerving now and 


then as Piotieers on the Frontiers, and are of- 


ten employzd about carrying to Garriſons or 
Armies, Ammunition, Proviſions, and other 
neceſſaries for their Subliſtence, either with 
Hor s and Mules, or - VVaggons by Land, cr 
with Ships or Boats by Sea and Rivers without 
mentioning. the Oppreſlions formerly ſpoken 
of , which they lie under from Officers of Ju- 
dicature, Exacters, and Clergy-men. . 

And this is alſo to be remembred here,that 
beſides mn they have any, falſe Holy days, 
as,already faid, which deprives them of the 
£th, part of the working days in the year, ſo 
that the 75.6 thouſand men are nat worth 60Q 
rhoulang, ho joy all Bd; days, as- Proteſ- 
14;ts do in England; without mentioning je 
ms. ies. Fr th "pd. the ncapa 
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they are.inof. improving. their induſtry. to the 
beſt advantage, by being ill maintained, .and 
wanting means and tools neceſlary for it.:. .. 
All thoſe things being duely conſidered, [ 
dare affirm that 500 thouſand men in theprime 
of their Age, as Souldiers:commonly are,being 
in good health, not moleſted nor diſturbed in 
their labour, provided with all neceſlaries in 
their ſeveral,imployments, well fed, - obnoxi- 
ous to no other Holy days but Sundays, or 


- ſome few: days beſides, which are obſerved in 


England and ſome other Proteſtant Countries, 
would be much more uſeful and ſerviceable to 
a Nation,. than the 750 thouſand of which 
we ſpeak, lying under all the troubles and mi- 


| ſeries above mentioned. 


And fo it appears, that the French King has 
in his Armies above the. fourth Man of his 
Kingdom, and the half of all his Subjects able 
for Work : And 'tis evident that France loſes 
yearly by this Depopulation, and the ill con- 
ſequences of it, above the Value of one of the 
largeſt and beſt Provinces of the Kingdom, and 
more than all irs Conqueſts are worth. _ 

Let's ſee now what part of thoſe Men may 
be employed about Husbandry, and how ma- 
ny about Arts, ManufaQures, Navigation, Fiſh- 
ing, Trade, . in and out the Kingdom, and. in 
the Shops, , To avoid a boyd and tedious exa- 
en of all the particulars of. ſuch.a divi-- 
10n, I think we may allow; Husbandry. the 
two Thirds of the whoſe, wiz. 500 thouſand 


Men, 


Rn” 
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Men, and to Arts, Navigation, &. the 250 
thouſand remaining, 

In this manner there being 27 thonfand Pa- 
riſhes in'the Kingdom, there cannot be in eve- 
ry Pariſh, one with another, above 20 Men 
empl about Husbandry. 

And not above 10 out of the 250 thon- 
ſand employed in Arts, ManufaQures, and 
the reft, in every Pariſh of the Kingdom, one 
with another. But *tis to be obſerved, there 
are no Hysband-Men in Cities and T owns, 
and fo the Country Pariſhes injoy the more. 

And an the other hand,there arevery few 
X ed inthe Country Pariſhes, about 
7 So Cities and Towns have the 


By Lg I underſtand, all neceſſary 
{at Lands: as well for the: oduttion 
of Fruits g Corn, Wine, and Cider, Pulſes, 


Roots, an:1 Herbs, for the uſe of Mankind, 
Hay, Wot's, lax, Hemp, Apples, &c. And 
the reapighh d ga thering of them all in their 
Seaſon, aff all Labour relating to'breedin 


x and its dependencies,” as Wool, 
Milk, Bug, Cheeſe; &c. I comprehend al- 
ihe Handy-Crafts, without which 
1-#n can do nothing. As alfothoſe 
thar malſ-ypr mend their Tools: ' And all 
ſuch whok. work is'to make their Cloaths and 
anc wh now and then imploy ther. 
[alfo; Jout Husbandry. | 

No ou —_ many” will think his 
PN number 
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number of 5co thouſand for Husbandry to be 
very ſmall: And Tam of that opinion my elf, 
for any body may eafily concetve, "that it is 
not- ſufficient to | Cultivate the half" 'of- the 
Kingdom, : Nay I will fay further, not to culti- 
_ the fourtiy part of it z as it ought to 'be 

155 5 | 

But we muſt add alfo, that Women, Maids, - 
and Boys under 12 years of Age and above 7 
do perform a great partof the work. "Tis the 
Women that take care of the -Cows, Hops, 
Sheep, and other ſmall Cattle, or Beaſts; who 
make Butter, and Cheeſez who ſpin 'Woollen 
and Linnen Thread,” who go to Market, who 
help to Sow and Reap Corn, Wine, and other 
Fruits; and in the preſent great ſcarcity of 
Men, ſome drive Oxen or Horſes, dig Vines, 
and-do other ſuch work; I grant they can nei- 
ther do it ſo well nor fo much as Men do, and 
that they cannot meddle with any ſuch thing, 
unleſs there be in one Family a great many lufty | 
Women, for commonly they are bufie enough 
about Domeſtick Aﬀairs, and the care of 
Children, and when they give ſuck or are 
quick with Child, they are fit for no kind of 
work.” | | 

But however, Women in general are wy 
helpful to Men in Afﬀairs of Husbandry ; ane 


how a days more than ever in France; becauſe 


of the'want and ſcarcity of Men ;' beſides that, 
there's no queſtion but ſeveral of the poor 
Gentry, Curatesand'Priefts, and poor Officers 
p 149-555: 2h | of 
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of Judicature, Chirurgions, Notaries; Serge- 


ants, or Bailifis, their Sons, and Servant-Men, 


work alſoabout Husbandry to avoid ſtarving. 
And*tis Yhown that the Gentry and" Clergy 
had always:Servants, who: were imployed in 
ſuch Afﬀairs. 9; 
So that TI believe there may be yet near the 
value of 30 Men fit for Husbandry in every 
Pariſh of 'the Kingdom, including -the poor 
Gentlemen, Curats, Prieſts, and others, which 
I.named/-juſt now, with their Servant-Men, 
without re8koning Women, Maids, Girls, and 
Boys aboye#7 years of Age, and under twelve, 
They may, tem to be more numerous-in cer. 
tain places; becauſe of many Weakly,” Infirm, 
Blind, Lam People, and Beggars who appear 


there, befides Boys from 12 to 16 years of Ape, 


who do all:of them ſomething; but of which 
two or three are ſcarce worth a Stout luſty 
workman And therefore I reduce them all to 
the value cf 3o-Men; and1 am ſure, 1 allow 
them more Mea than thereare. But I confeſs, 
they loſe abundance of their time about the 
Offices, as. I ſaid already , of ColleQors, and 
other ſuch/troubleſom - buſineſſes, wherewith 
they are plagued :'I confeſs alfo that in a great- 
many Villages there is hardly a man to be 
ſeen. 7 TIE ae: 1 
. By Arts; as I ſaid already,,-I underſtand: 
Handy-Crays, Manufactures, Navigation, Fiſh» 
inz, and the: Shop-keeping Trade,, in Cities, 
and Town , I excepted-. Merghapty,r:and 
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thoſe that: maintain Manufactures, ''and other. 


wealthy: Trades-Men,'. whether they fell by 
whole ſale 'or retail, thoſe things which they 
made'/not themſelves ,: though very uſe- 


 fuliitva Nation, becauſe I place themelſewhers 


among thoſe who by-their Eſtates are exemp- 
ted from working, © - 4-2 
I ſuppoſed there might be 250 thouſand: of 
them in all. Amongſt that number,-T judge, 
there maybe the tenth: part, who-apply them- 
ſelves to. things more: for Curiolity, Orna-! 
ment or Vanity, than for Neceſlity 3 whoſe 
Induſtry nevertheleſs; is not to be: 
eſpecially when it is uſeful to'/draw'-Money 
from Foreigners:\uch-for themoſt part aremore 
regardefl. by great and-:rich Men, and/all Lo-: 
vers 'of Curioſities and Pleaſureandcommonly' 
get great Fortnnes ſooner: than others:thatare 
more uſeful 4 as we ſee, that Princes: ordina+ 
rily prefer: thoſe who .are ſubſervient:to their: 
Lufts and Pleafuresz/ or of an outward Shape: 
which pleaſes their: Eyes, or are impudent 
in asking undeſerved Preferments,: tho: never: 
ſo uncapable, or without Merit, : Honour or: 
Aﬀection to their Country z- while thoſe who 
are modeſt and moſt/capable, and zealous'for 
the publick good, - and the moſt deſerving -of 
the. Nation are neglected; and ''{u //to 
ſtarve, of which - there are.-but too--many in- 
ſtances- 5 Fo nigenty Daren 
he Handy-Crafts moſt neceflary;ito the 
Common wealth, are firſt, Thoſe —_ = 
ine 
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Gndkr ibibo es; them Iton: from: the! Mine» 
and to-render it fir-for Maw'/ uſe ; and then 
thoſe wh6- imploy it;'as . Smiths and others 
who forge the Tools fit for Husbandry and 
Arts;and then the following Trades,as/Taylots, 
| ; - Maſons; Stohe-cutters';' Brick-: 
layers, L \ck-ſmiths, Glaziers, Paviers. 'Joy- 
hers, Shot makers, Millers, 'Rope-rmakers, Sad- 


lers, Weavers, Cutters; Coopers, Naik-makers, 
Lanners,-\Curriers, Cart-wrights, Potters, Salt- 


makers, Pewterers, Braziers;Pin-makers; Pritt- . 


ters: an { Bookſellers, "Sword-cutlers,) Gun- 
r-makers;(#c. Alt thoſe who 

put: Woolpior Einnen, or Silk + all 
actarers of any kind ſoever, who work 


pulſe of Foreign Countrys; &c.One 
i ft thoſe, as b ſaid f 


7 veffary things, nay, and ofrots riqies 
NOXI0US {as are ſublervient for! Loxety , 

urea | itinefs, arid every” Wantonneſs, or 
inns ow 'o-Chearmimd Impoſtures, and-who 
abufethe{ uſtoms; o—_ and. fooliſh Cre- 
Guieryp! of *arikind. 3 

' thie: uſefdbHandicrafts, thoſe who 

are ſervice ble for Navigation, for building of 
Ships/anid! i]] other things neceffary for equi 
ping; them6/as alſo-ro Fiſhing, are one he 
forgotten 4.and therein I do alſo compretiend 


—_ vexhell Pawn, under Whtay denominations 
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. All theſe things being confadered, there's no 
doubs but that wy hs 250 d Men, 


\ which 1 ſuppoſed to beremainingin the, King- 


dom of - France, fit 0s. Handicratis, will be 
found very ſaall ;/But; it is abſeryable,;. that 
as about Husbandry;; we may ſay. alſo that 
about Arts, and Handicrafts, Women, Maids, 
Girls and; Boys under twelve, and above ſeven 
years:0f. Age are very:uſeful They work —_ 
Wool, Linnen, Silk, and do ſeveral eu} DIAG 

uſeful things : And - even the Wives. me 
Daughters; of. Menz.; who: follow the Profel- 
fions,::cither noxigus -or ulelebs. to. Common- 
wealth, , and live, in,Tawns.z thoſe Females, L 
lay, ate more; profitable than their Men, for 
either they Spin, or Sow. with a Needle, or do 
ſome;othenneceflary Wark. Tho, Lmaſtiac- 
knowledge, that Country-women gr-Ghildren, 
are commonly. a great deal more.. uſeful than. 
thaſs of. the: Rroteſhgns; or Tradety. that are 
exerciſkd m;Fowns:::-:: 

When all id, rho [Womens, Labour:is 
commanly judged to; be,a, very inconſiderable 
matter in general, 1 dare ſay, it is ſoconlider- 
able, that aur Poſterity in France.will ftrange- 
ly feel the-want of it,1niz5 or. 30; years hence, 
when theihalf. or the, two-thirds.of  Ulamar- 
ried Women, 'who cannot find matches -for 
want;of-Mcn, ſhalbbe dead without Childrens 
thewy/ there; will be much leſs; e fit for 
Henbanry, and.netae0d La Land-Eſtates will 


devay 23086. and mare, fer that ; "rin m4 
Qr:30 years hence. 
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ue in the'\next- place, who they are 
who conifidſe the other half of the Men,which 


] ſaid wepF unprofitable for Husbandry, Arts, . 


Manufadf ires; Navigation, &c. 

I place hen. as I ſaid- before, in that rank, 
all Office- ;. of Judicature,' great and ſmall, 
from 'the Chancellour to the leaſt Bailiff or 
Sergeant, heir Sons and Servant-Men, as alſo 
all the Of cers of the'Finances, and Civil Go- 
vernment,' great and {mal}, their Sons and Ser- 
vant-mef.* 

All the Officers of the King s Houſhold, and 
of thoſe of the Dauphir's, -and other Princes of 
the Blood, their Sons'aud'Servatit-men.. 

All Clergy-men,great and ſmall, and their 
Servant-men. 

All the Nobility, from the Princes: of the 
Blood, to'the Joweſt of the Gentry, their Sons 
and Servant-men. © t620 14 

'All Farmers geridead and cparticiladof Im- 
poſitions and Taxes, their-Direcorsand Com- 
miſfioners,. great and ſinall, and alt other Ex- 
acors with their Crew,” their” Sons/ and: Ser- 
vant-men.*: 

'Avaſt imber of Men poſſeſſing the' New 
Offices,” with ſome t-riviledges granted, or ra- 
ther prom them, their 'Sons and Servant- 
men: -As Ie the Offices for ſelling: Fowls, Of- 
fices for -j Wing Calves, 'Officers for ſelling 
Lambs, * Sling Oyfters, Meaſurers of Wood, 
Hay, Coal ; asalſo Officers for ſelling 'Brandy 
in Retail,C ficers of Cryers of old oy gre” 
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and Rages, - Officers of Cryers of Burials, Offi- 
cers-Packers,” and a thouſand forts of other 
ſuch-Noble Officers : A gre:t number of Offi. 


1 cers-Pay-maſters of Land-Forces, Fleet,Gallies, 


of the Rents of the Town-houſe of Pars, of 
the Wages of all Civil Officers, and of the 
Kings and Princes Houſhold, with their Sons, 
Commiſſioners and Clerks. 

"The Officers of the Poſt-Offices, great and 
ſmall, their Sons and Servant-men.. 

-- As alſo the Maſters of all the Offices of Cha- 
rets of 'Horſes, and Coaches of Meſſengers by 
Land and Rivers (obſerve that there are ſome 
Boats called Water-Coaches) their Sons, Com- 
miſſioners and Servant-men, 

All DoRors, and Members of Univerlities, 
Academies, Colledges, Schools all Phyticians, 
Chicurgions, Apothecaries, Perriwig-makers, 
Barbers, Muſicians, Fencing and -Dancing-Ma- 
fters, Tennis-Court-Maſters, -and thoſe who 
keep--other ' Plays or Games of / ſeyeral ſorts, 
Comedians, Fidlers, Mountebanks, Rope-Dan- 
cers;-&c. their Sons, - Scholars, - -Prentices or 
Servant-men. -- | 

All Merchants, and thoſe who drive Manu- 


| facures; thoſe who ſell by. Whole-ſales, either 


in Ware-houſes .or Shops, all ſorts of Wares 
whatſoever, as Iron,  Linnen;- or | VVoollen, 
Silks, Corn, Oates, VVine, V Vood, Leather, 


| Lead,:Salt and dry- Fiſh, Sugar, Brandy, &c. 
| 1 includein that number Bankers, Juwelers. 
| rich Goldſmiths, ts Haberdaſhers . of 


Hatts 
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Hatts by wholeſale z thoſe- that deal much.in 
tine Laces, Galoons and Fringes of Gold and 


Silver z the great Dealers in Tin and Lead; 


Druggiſts ; Bookſellers, and ſeveral other rich 
Shop-keepers, &#c. 

The Shop-keepers that ſell by Retail things 
which they did not make themielves, toge- 
ther with'their Sons and Servants, I diſtin- 
guiſh them from Shop-keepers,Mechanicks'and 
Tradeſmen who:ſell their own. VVork; whe-+ 
ther it conſifts/in things Neceflary, or only for 
Curiolity, Ornament or Luxury their Sans 
and Servant-men. 

All Officers of V Vaters and Foreſts , all tho 
of - the Court, called Requetes de / Hotel; all 
thoſe of 3the Gonſtablery, greatand ſmall ; their 
Sons andServant-men. 

. All Officers of Provoſt Marſhbal-Seas, with 
their 5 Y; eants, SONS and Servant-men. 


All bh -keepers-and Vintners, Cooks, Keep- 
ers of 4 $&niſhed and unfurniſhed Rooms, Brew- 
\&rs of Brandy, Retailors of- 7 obacco, 
Tagiat hocolat', Thea,. or Sorbet, V Vater- 
iS; Pedlars, Hawkers, Porters, Coach- 
an” ir-men;: Cart-men,; Letters of Hack- 
;\thes and Horſes, 6c... 
All arriers of - Fiſh, freſh+ or ſalt”; : hoſe 
char : wild and tame Fowls, Eggs, Butter, 
.heeſt' Vool}, Silks, Stuffs, Linnen-Cloath, 


Thread, | 


iD SS © - mm 3cC(( tz 


> ws > £4 rw ip wo o. @ a FI *$ * 


cc 
; - 


UMI 


\The Deſolation and Ruine 212 
Ihtead;'Trod-mongers, 6c. und thoſe 'who 
carry. with Carts, Horſes, ' Mules, Aſſes; or 
atherwaſe ſuch ſorts of Goods, ar others from 
one Town or Province to: another, and who 
get thar lively-hood thereby ; with their Sons 


-and'Servant-men.. - 
2 All chaks who are'imployed in Boats upon 
Rivyers,':t\} carry 'Goods ; . or about Fiſhing, 
with ther Sons and Servant-men. 
'': Befides ſeveral other forts of Men which I 
db.not remember. ley ja 

+ The number of theſe Men is certainly as 
great as 'is' the: mumber of thoſe imployed at 
this day, in Handicrafts, petty. Trades,and Hul- 
bandry.' Thery 'are indeed among all thoſe 
ſorts of them many who, as I ſaid before, are 
helpful ro-Agriculture, and do work'now and | 
then'about Lands.” | 5774 
{'*Tisialfh to:be: obferved;that the number of 
moſtof thi fe Men who are unprofitable to Huſ- 
bandry, atid Arts;:&e.: asbefore-mentioned, is 
mach lefs diminiſhed than 'that of Peaſants, 
Arriſts; 'ManfaQturers, &c.becauſe the Extream 
Poverty and the Violence of the- military Of- 
kcershave'forced multitudes of them to turn 
Soldiers.  VVhereas [others 'for the moſt part; 
have avoided it, by reafon they had: ſomething 
whereaponto live's and ris known alſo, that 
the nuinber- of |Civit Offices: is prodigtouſly | 
increaſed fince'this V Var, and by conſequence 
that of: Civil Officers in proportion; 
- This 15 the reaſon why the Peopte of Towns 
QC +; I . are 
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are lefs liminiſhed proportionably than thoſe 


of the £ ountry,tho' the former are alſo much 


diminiſ}t;d, and if ſo be the VVar continues | 


two yea;s longer.” as it may happen; Peaſants 
and Artiſts will decreaſe much more in mimber 
than thy have done hitherto, not only: by:»the 
Sword,-but alio by the dreadful Poverty which 
will certainly overy helm all thoſe that ſtay; at 


home. . 
2 make bold to ſay; that the fifth be ieth 


part of the Clergy-men in France, would be 


ſufficient for the Nation, if things: were well 
regulated z ſo that : 90 thouſand of.: them, 


- belides feveral Servant-men' who attend 'em, 
-could eaſily be ſpared for  eppuron- and 


Trade.” 

I ſay moreover, that the tenth part of the 
Officers of Judicature, would be. ſufficient for 
all the Kingdom. VVe may alfo eaſily: be con- 


' vinced | 2at there are too many Officers of 'the 


Finance 5 and too-many Farmersof the Impoſts; 
with aly their Tools and' Servant-men 3 too 
many Officers of the King's Houſhold-and that 
the nurfiber of the new. Offices is enormous 3 
So that-itis apparent, thar /the greateſt: part of 
thoſe k 
vants, Thight be a thouſand-times better im- 
ployed ; Husbandry and Trade; than'in 
thoſe Offices, -ſo-ruinous and troubleſom- to 
the Natjon; while it wants fufficient numbers 
of Peo eofhieto Cuitivate the Sobel and Int- 
prove [. Pe 14 aw Mt vnk 


$-0f Men, with-their. Sons and'Ser- | 
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So that I think. I have acquitted my elf 
pretty well 'of what 1 hid taken in hand, 


' viz, To demonſtrate, that above the half of 


Men are periſhed in the Kingdom . of France 
within theſe 20 years: Seeing I have proved, 
by examining the» Progrefles)-of [the Lofles 
France has made in that reſpect, that there re- 
mains -but the value of 750 thouſand: Men; fit 
for:the profitable work: of the Nation, inftead - 
of 4 Millions and a-half which it might have 
had in all, 3o years ago z amongſt. which I 
confeſs, there may: be yet about a Million .of 
other Men, but ſuch as are unprofitable,-'and 
even for the greateſt part troubleſom to 0- 
thers. Sly tf 
I grant alſo, Gat beſides all thoſe forts: of 
Men, France has a great multitude; of Soldiers, 
as.I ſaid before, who. might be converted'into 
Husband Men, and; Artiſts, if they / would ap- 
ply themſelves; to work after-the. Peace, in 
caſe the Kingdom be free trom:Civil troubies, 
but all- thoſe together with the-77550 thouſand 
profitable Men, and the unprofitable of which 
I have ſpoken, including all the Lame, 4ncient, 
or 1mpotent People mentioned ' before 3: I ſay, 
all thoſe, though making about vhe half of the 
4 Millions and a half, are not really: worth the 
half of that number zo years ago, becauſe there 
remains among them at preſent as many, or 
more Impotent Men, as there did 30 years ago, 
and not the third part of the Uſeful Men that 
were in that time, comprehendingeven in that 
| £h P**3 number 


by 4 7 of France demonſtrated, &;, 
numbeT{ 4e 4-or 500 thouſand Sol diers;; thb' 


noxious ; Ntead of being profitable, without: | 


© 


which there would be but the fourth part of 
the numer. NESS 
Obfer, t alſo, that above: 100! thouſand of 
the beſt en, are-to be deducted yet out'of the 
750 thoi ſand Profitable Men remaining;-for 
the Recruits of the Armies this year, which is 
the 9th if the War, fo that there will not're- 
main ab6ve 650 thoufand, and theſe too-very- 
oe Fo: 1 > AE ' oo 
So'thg3 any man of fenfe: may: judge by this 
cf the Fielenr condition of ee Joc : ” { 
Let the Criticks'do their beft to controlm 
Calculat'ons,and deny the number of Men im 
France, 4 > be ſo much decreas'8 as'l affirm itto 
beilet th} m aſlert,if they pleaſe, that not above 
the' half? of ' thoſe 1 call Profitable Men, have 
iſhegF- yet whether they will or no, it will 
Faat more/have periſhed of thoſe profita- 
ey thanare now remaining, and that of 
it ſelf Whulttbe ſufficient tojuftify what I have 
advancey in ſeveral places, oz. .that Eftates'in 
Francei # fe not worth in peneral; above- the 
third py ;t of  the-Revenue they were 'worth 
30 yea! }ago,,and-perhaps-not worth the 1cth 
part as! Þ the: Stocks - Jail hs (11 
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The Efjefs of a Depopulation, 


_ may imagine, becauſe 'they donot 


underſtand norcomprehend thoſe things, 


_ that] exaggerate the Miſery, of France, and 


the inconveniencies .of her Depopulation ; 
Therefore I ſhall ſhew here a- part of thoſe, 
Evils which attend ' the Depopulation of a 

Country, which every one does not think of. 
In a Depopulated Country, beſides that the 
Grounds lie uhtilled, the People become infal- 
libly lazy z there- is no emulation amongſt 
them for VVork 3 no encouragement for In- 
duſtry z and thus Arts, Manufactures, Navi- 
gation and Trade cannot flouriſh there; Money 
is neceſſarily ſcarce, oratleaſt itis not common, 
which hath the ſame Effect ; the Intereſt of 
Money is very high, at 1o, 12 and: 15 per cent. 
which hinders-all Commerce, and ruineth 
Manufactures and Arts ; the Lands and Houſes 
are bought at 4 or 5 years purchaſe, or leſs, 
according to the degree of Depopulation. Mar 
kets are far onefrom another, :and'People loſe 
all their time in-going and coming 3 they that 
have any thing to ſell are obliged to keep it 
agreat while,and to give it almoſt for nothing, 
becauſe'of the ſmall number: of Buyers, ::the 
ways are for the moſt part unpaſlable; Bridges 
or Paſſage Boats upon the Rivers, &c. arenot 
kept-in repair, and many times there is none 
| P 4 at 
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at all, which hinders Communication from 
one place to another, or at beſt obliges People 
to travel a great deal more than is needful to 
arrive.'at the place whither they are bound. 
Navigable Rivers become oftentimes Unna- 


vigablefor want of care, and neceſſary Ex- 


pence 5: Poſts, Coaches, fjorſes, and Ferr y- 
Boats are alſo wanting, becauſe no Body wall 
be at the charge of them;where there's neither 
Jon nor People : Seditions can hardly be 
ſuppreſſed, when any powerful Neighbour does 
\ abet them, becauſean Army cannot eaſily fub- 
1ift,and'the Publick Revenues ate but ſmall in 
ſuch places. And 'tis alſo difficult, if not im- 
poſlible,- to maintain a confiderab!e number 
of old: Standing-Forccs in ſuch Countries. 
Every body is diſcouraged from Building,Sow- 
ing and Planting, by reaſon that People look 


on their labour as loſt, the Earth, Trees and 


Beaſts producing of themſelves almoſt asmuch 
as is. ncceſlary for the Inhabitants, without 
any troyble, as may-be ſeen in lreland; Men in 


a Depopulated Country cannot help one ano- 


ther int their VVork, nor afiſt one another 
a!moſt upon any  occahon,- becauſe of their 
remotenefs. .. I would ask any: Ven, whether it 
be not true, that twenty thouſand Men em- 
ployed about :the' building of a great- City, 


would: not. do: incomparably: more work, if 


lodged all on three thouſand: Acres /near their 


Work, than if they lodged upon tem-thouſand 


at a:diſtance; where they | ſhould: not heable 
13 a to 
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to aſſiſt oneanother, nor /commynicate; their 
Counſels tugether,but ſhould loſe moſt. of their 
time in going and coming,or:in doing gothing 


\ Thieves multiply in Depopulated Countries, 
and. tis dangerous to travel in them $1 it-be 
in the. Main Land, as France is, the number of 
Wolves and other miſchievous Bealts,increaſes 
infinitely; f any man ſtands inneed of-a Prieſt, 
Chuirurgion, Phyſician or Lawyer, how. hardis 
itto fiad them ? and how much time is:there 
loſtin ſeeking after them; becauſe of the re- 
moreneſs? And as Arts want a mutual ſupply 
and ſupport one from another, they cannot be 
eafily practiſed where there is few People,and 
where they live ſofar one from another -; for - 
that reaſon an able and skillful Artiſt is often 
forced to:do himſelf what another Perſon. very 
unskilful and ignorant of the Trade,. and 


| whoſe labour is not worth a penny a day,; viz. 


either a V Voman or - a Child, could ealily do. - 
In a Depopulated and thin Peopled Country, 
the charges of proſecution of Suits at Law, 
is greater than in a well Peopled One z and in 
ſuch Countries thals who haye Eſtates, and, 


1s greater ——_ in a pres RG atry ry athere's 
great want . of Hoſpitals, for the. Sickj and 
Wounded Orphans , Lame and. Mad Peo- 

pls 


+2 1n Maritime Countries the multi- 
0&7 People is infinitely uſeful for equip- 
("th diligence 'great numbers of men 
and other Ships, to ſupply the Mer- 
t'9th Convoys; there may be found in 
in{t'Jt all the neceffariesfor Navigation, if 
in ge place, yet in another very near; but 
: tontrary in a thin peopled Country ; 
ces and Noble Arts cannot flouriſh in 
a Dex + ated Land, becauſe the People muſt 
needs &#'poor there, and ſo that there is none 
to mait*kin the Univerſities, Aczdemies, Col- 
ledges i 1d” Schools neceflary to that' purpoſe. 
The Ad niniſtration of Civil Government, as 
well as F Juſtice, is more eafie and lefs charge- 
able 1n' 4 well peopled Country than 'in one 
that is  lepopulated. Every' one ts'obliged in 
a diſpeo vled- Country to have his Houſe con- 
ſtantly farniſhed with 'all forts of Proviſi- 
ons for a long time; Tike a'Veſſel that under- 
takes a long Voyage,” Which occafionsa great- 
er waſt' of the ſatne; belides that they are 
not ſo' good; or are foonher ſpoiled, and that 
the ownets forbear to fell them, when they 
might 'd6'/it / to advantage; or are forced to 
lay our 'a great deal of Money in buying them, 
froin which they might have' a good Intereſt 
if it had been imployed elſehere, "> * 
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'Tis noteahe to' conceive 'the other” incon- 
venienctes which arſe from the Depopulation 
of 'a Country, into which Fraxce maſt 'of ne- 
cefhty fall,fince it Labours already under them; 
but her | Caſe. will be 2 great deal” worſe 
twenty years hence. I corifefs, as 1 infinuated 
before, that if” ſo be the remaining People in 
France,were united and compacted together in 
half of the Kingdom, forſaking the other half, 
to any that would have it; that Moeity fo 
peopled, fhould be worth as much as one half 
of the Kingdom of France was 3o or 4o years 
ago, provided their Clergy-men, Lawyers and 
others, which we calt unprofitable; in compa- 
riſon with thofe that are more profitable, were 
reduced to_a competent number. © 1 ſhall ad- 

venture to fay further, 'T hat if fo be therem- 
nant of the Feople of the Kingdom were uni- 
ted and gathered together in the fourth part of 
it, that fourth part ſhould be worth more, and 
would afford more Revenue than the-one half 
of the Kitigdom which ſhould have but the 
ſame number of Inhabitants ;tand Þ do verily 
think,- that the fourth part fo peopled, would 
be worth more than the Kingdom of France 
ever was, provided they were fituated asmuch 
as poſſible, by the Sea fide: "The Province of 
olland, as Itaid before, is but a ſmall Country, 
but atm nr rich, becauſe it is extraor- 
ulous; it is not ſo much as the 4oth 
Fries whing, and yet may be worthabout 
tl part” 16 the'1 believe it - does/not'con- 
_ | tain 
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tain aboye-the 7th part of the Inhabitants of 
this K 
as big nd, and: yet 1s not.-worth the 
third pit of it ; and Ireland. being 20 times 
as big as the. Province of Holland, tho; proviued 
with m2" good Sea-Ports, anda fruitful Soil, 
is net, with the third part of ; that, Province, 
becauſe i6- Is not . peopled ., enough, .no more 
than Spdep + This 1. underſtand. with regard to 
their reſdective Extent; for: abſolutely ſpeak- 
ing, ther are more- People in Ireland and in 
Spain, ta&en apart,, than.is in the Province of 
Holland, gthere being above.a Million, of Souls 
4 and there being apparently. a_ leſſer 
i Holand.;,, As for Spain, there may 
| # five times that. number in it; ſo 
that-it is. ot the multitudeof People in a large 


Country. 'of a valt Extent, which makes the 


Kingdon'., rich and: formidable, but 
Number as-is, ſufficient, . not only: to Cultivate 
all the L nds which might. and, ought to. be 
Cultivatgd-in it,, but alfo may, furniſh. great 
numbers-af 'Men fit to, make a- Nation flouriſh 
by Arts, Manufactures, Trade ; Navigation, and 
Filhing, | Now 'tis evident, that Kraxce: i Is.very 
far from having all the ePDR, WA. aſe, ner 


ceſlary. fox all thoſe thipgs.,- -, Id lh 
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ſuch vaſt;Projets upon umber, 

People, Ho to them. coo os Rs 

Were guilty, of a mighty miſtak fo Fr 
might 
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might and: onght to have-been two-.or| three 


. 


| Hadthe French” Politicians. been: as un- 
derſtanding, ' as: they would make us: believe 
them'toihave been, / and as ſome: fancy they 
really/are, they ought /to have 'apphed them- 
ſelves, above all things, to/increaſe/ the' num- 
ber of the People,and not to make War againſt 
alt the World, without Condu& or Judgment, 
nor to have'extended themſelves in toojiſh and 
vain Conqueſts, -as / they :have: done for ſome 
time, by' which they have diſperſed: and 'weak- 
ned themſelves: - There is no Remedy at pre- 
ſent for ſuch a: Diſaſter,” but if they were: able 
to improve their ! unhappy: Experience, they 
ought to'abandon-their Conquelts ſpeedily,and 
reftrict themſelves into 'a- narrower compaſs, 
Virtus inita-fortzor,, Nirtue united-ts: fo much 
the ſtronger,as did theEmperour'...” | 1 fl 
Augnſtus'of old, and; even, if they | End 1” 
would, 'after having: done this, .\tre-{imires Impe- 
lay deſolate all their Frontier-: 97 T*it+ 
Provinces,” by their Abfolute: Authority, and 
withdraw-all the' People in -them/with their 
Effects, and fettle the ſame :in:the contiguous 
Maritime Provinces, as mucty as poſſible, and 
give them a Compenſation for what: they loſt, 
109 7 oe his Subjeaswould get infinitely 
y Its:-: Mo $194 ST BIT: 5 -- SILLS 16217 » S304 £323 
Lam confident, that inſtead of; 82;millions 
of Acres that are contained, 'asT ſaid, | inthe 
Kingdom of -Frencey;0n which-there! are/at 
preſent 
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preſent but-4y millibns 'of :Sonls, :actording; to 
our former ſuppolitian;which is about:8. Acres 
For everySoul:14 am confident,” I ſay}: and it 
can edſity: bedemoanftrated; that 13 Millions of 
Acres would be ſuffictent to maintdin the faid 


-o milliorsof Souls, and they ſhould: evenen- 


rich theinſelvesextraordinarily, their Induſtry, 
Arts, Manutfad&ures, 'Trade, Navigation; &c. 
ſupplying themplentifully with all thoſe things 
which the Soil could-not:aflord; -provided the 
Government were tngderate ; atid they would 
be asable- in-a little time to defend themſelves 
againſt I Enemies; and even to carry -bn the 
War-. io any. Neighbouring Nation, as 
os 'than; ever the #rench: Nation 
was, Pere > were any neceflity for it. | 
| epthart in the:Provinces of Holland and 
Zealand) Yere is not above an Acre of /19-ra 


ties in #. ST in the wy of which London 
ſtands,” \ mean the Country miles round 
about th: t.great City's tis-provable,-thatthere 
2-n0t af" 2Acres of Land for": 'every- Soul 
Awving an;4hat icompals, «which maintains per- 
thaps-'abi ye *2 500 thouſand: Souds. -I'do not 
; Of Earlant, ow be above: the 
CLF: z  3t/ were to:n0 
Fat drm Fea and the reſt of fr 
14.4 ther: with all ineceſfariesandwith 
iff} [For it-wouldbe'the! ſame/with 
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as I ſaid already; which would alſo. ſupply the 
Fw. with Voulntia other qe ar 
of its own. 


"Þ © i 


on Al Pp. vi _— I 
Pro ſticks lad may - bis draw from the 
Fi non of FRA NCE - 


HAT the Kingdom, of France will not 
be worth ſo, much, as that; of ; Spain, 
in S the:Was laſts two years | longer, becauſe 
it will be, more depopulated. 

2. {dlenels, orance, Superſtition, and all 
kind of Vices.w1 Eon that Mga, in» 
ſtead of Induſtry, A in Art an Lorna: 
Learning, jp ding, .and Knowledge © 
God, - 5 ſome amongſt Papiſts did.-ſtill re- 
tain, who tho' born'1 in.,the Roman Commu- 
mee, did: nevertheleſs deteſt both, ,Pope and” 
My $7 079 

3. As the Laws, Sons, nd and Hinges of of 


| Sdn were compo 


4.Thres parts, of. unals of. Jud 
ture, great, and ſm; pag 21 parts -of 
thoſe who chem ſt_needs! ps 5, 
alſo three partsofithe General Ape, is,the 
Otfices;of Treaſurecsinthe Provin ance) 


Elefliggg, Gxeniers 4S#,Conrts of. teds, | tow 
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bers of Pompss, and all 'other - Tribunals or 
Jurifdifons; muſt likewiſe fall, or the num- 
ber of thr Officers be reduced. - | 

5. A gat many ſmall Towns and Jdtonghs 
will con ro no.hing, and be. abandoned to 
Batts an !*Owls, and forgotten as la Vallone, a 
Town: in Normandy ; &great part._,of Chief 
Cities 1.” Provinces,;; and other .middling 
Towns, Will decay ftrangely, and loſe ſome 
the thre6 parts,fome 'the Half of their ſplendor. 

6.” VVhat confution” and diſorder wilt not 
this prodtice in Cities or Towns, whichare the 
Seat of Tribunals or 'Juriſdictions'?. all thoſe 
places, 4' ſay, will come almoſt” to nothing. 
How many Families formerly wealthy, how 
many others ſubſiſting by their Meatts, will be 
ruined and' Groudhes to their wits end, by 
ſach a change, yh they” ſee themſelyes un- 
done without remed 

7. Rapperees and” Bales; 6 together. with 
V Volves:and other Beaſts, will ſwarm, in the 
Kingdom, thar being/the: infallible Fate of all 

populated” Countries?” . 
$. The Kings Revefhies,- whether hi will or 
no, arit Whether ths 'Governinent charges or 
no, will Yecreaſe © the third part in four. 
9. Some EO NGSE] were ſold formerly at 
Zo ar: 36 yea purchaſe, will be ſold atfouror 
five yeal i purctlo or: leſs,” and fo be the 
V Var con ears longer; / they will 
be worth nothing at ;'but entirely left and 
forſaken'in ſeveral Provinces of Prance. + 
Fa 6,8 
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10. As it will be more difficult to guard 
and defend the Kingdom of France , when 
depopulated, and as the Publick Revenues 
will be mightily decreaſed, fo will Seditions 
and Infurre&ions be more difficult to appeaſe 
and ſuppreſs, becauſe they will begin in places 
remote from Court; or in the richeſt and moſt 
populous parts of the Kingdom, and it may 
be near the Sea,” where the Rebbels may be 
ealily aſſiſted by ſome powerful Neighbour, 
while the Forces, commanded to ſuppreſs the 
Infurre&ions, muſt come from far, and 'pals 
thro” deſert places, where it will be hard to 
procure: Proviſions for them, and ere& Ma- 
gazines 3 and this in all likelihood; will occa- 
ſion *ere long a diſmembring of the French 
Monarchy, unlefs' the Government be quite 
changed, and the People be eaſed and dif 
charged of three parts of the Impoſſitions at 
leaft z Let us ſuppoſe, for example, that Bour- 
deaux, or Marſeille, which wilt tbe ſtill good 
Towns, andin all likelihood better than they 
arenow, as we ſee, that notwithſtanding the 
great depopulation of Spain, Barcelonne, Seville, 
and Cad:z are ſtill Lie: and rich” Towns z Let 
us fuppoſe, I ſay, thoſe Towns and ſome others 
remote from ' Paris, would demand adiſcharge 
from part of the Impofitions paid by others, 
which they are like to doin all probabtlity,and 
may thereby obtain Priviledges that will make 
them flouriſhz is'it not p le- that incaſe 
the King refuſes it, they will riſe, and keep 
Q Correſpondence 
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Correſpindence with the Spanzards or the En- 
gliſh'? 34d then what can, their King, do in 


ſuch a difradtion and weakneſs of the Mon- | 
archy,th>Provinces thro'which his Forces muſt 


come th\ther, and thoſe, . where ſuch. great 
Towns : &, being depopulated, except...the 
parts adj, cent to the ſaid 'Towns? How ſhall 
he be abi7: to. help himſelf if there be. an In- 
furreQioj\, in Bearn or . Low-Brittany > The 
King wij{ be forced for that, very reaſon to. a* 
bare the }tmpoſitions all the Kingdom over, but 
eſpecially'.in Provinces and, Places near the 
Froatiers': 'Tis like that the, State. Provences, 
Provinces. a Etats, as .they call them; ſuch as 
Britain, L.anguedock, Burgundy, and Provence, 
which axe governed for 14 moſt part by their 


own. States, will deſire_to, be freed from. the | 


Udſurpations, and Invaſions, made upon their 
Rights arid Priviledges inthis Reign. | 
..41. Fct the ſame. reaſon. it. ſeems altogether 
impoſkible that Arbitrary Power can hold out 
any longer in, #ravce, when there.is ſuch, a 
decay. in the Erench. Monarchy ;. and ſo much 
the rathe{, becauſe of. the Neighbourhood of 
ſeveral .fx5% and potent Nations which, will 
Probably, Lord. it over France in their, turn, or 
at leaft nothe. afraid of her as now,ſuch asthe 
Eugliſh, Darch and Spaniſh. Subjeds in the, Ne- 
therlands in the County of, Burgandy,and the 
German ad FO pang; whichthe French 
Subjects may retire, if appreſled for the Jogurg , 
fr 


or make at, InſurreQion, and-withdraw from 
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the French Government, either by ſubmitting 


' to another, or changing the form of their own; 
0 


for the working fortof 'em,when they ſee their 


| Labour doth not'avail them in France, and 


that elſewhere they may get three or four 
times as much a day, without any fear of be- 
ing deprived by a Tyrannical Government of 
the fruits of their Induſtry; what a mighty 
temptation will it be for them to tranſplant 
themſelves thither ? for we muſt conſider that 
the French People: are reduced in a little time 
from a Flouriſhing Condition to-a State of Ex- 
tream Miſery, and that they remember that 
they were formerly more at eaſe z 1t muſt be 
alfo 'conſidered, ' that they have ſome gene- 
roſity, are induſtrious, ative and diligent, and 


| love to work 3 'So that ſeeing ſuch an amazing 


Alteration in rhe Kingdom, and -that 'tis im- 
poſſible to get their Livelihood by their La- 
bour ;- and hearing that England, Holland, Ger- 
many, and other Countries arein'a proſperous 
and thriving condition, that all Stangers are * 
welcom amongſt them, and enjoy perfe& Li- 
berty, there's no queſtion but they will fly ' 
thither. For they are not of the: temper of 
Spaniards or Iriſh, who being bern in a depo- 
pulated' Country, are brought up in Idlenefs 
and 'Sluggiſhneſs, eſpecially the Ir;ſh, where by 
too-great an Indulgence of the former Reigns, 
the Idolatrous Prieſts have beſotted them, per- 
ſwading them that-'tis better to live in Lazi- 


_ fhteſs and do nothing, -than to work to live 


upon Milk and Potatos, to Lodge in Cottages 
Q 2 | and 
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on Hutts, which any man-may make in three 


4 days time, and to rob andpilfer, than. to 


Aw arid live.more honeſtly, with Credit 
and Reputation. Such of the French as::were 
born in Eties and Towns, or thoſe who fre- 
d&@ch Places,will rather periſh in other 
Countrige than live ſo miſerably at home ; ſo 
that Frange willin a little time be as much de- 
F2s thoſe Countries, and the remain- 
der of it}*}eople becorne as degenerate. 
» 8 '\ Ports of Breſt, Rochfort, Port Louu; 
Toulon, Cl th all the Admeraltzes in France, will 
decay an; « be” brought to ;nothing,. becauſe 
France wi] not be able for the future to main: 
tain grea numbers of Men of war,as well :thro' 
nf of Ability, as becauſe: there is reaſon 
t Lib:rty will not be allowed her. 
. Fil ce will not be any more able to 
bribe the, Miniſters of Foreign Princes, their 
Counlelle's, nor the Officers of their Armies, 
nor to 1m {intain great Correſpondencies, or 
many Spi''s in their Courts. 

14. By fuch. a ſudden Depopulation of the 
Kingdom | the Diſorder will. be much greater 
and more univerſal, than if it had been done 
by degree as that of Sparn; all the Subjects 
will be 11: an Extream Confuſion and Per- 
plexity ; '| things will be in diſorder there. 

15. Tf untries remote from Sea- Ports, 
and big 1 2wns, will become Wildernefles in 


leſs than 2\vyears, like Irelayd.The lets fruitful 
Lands wil be yet more apt to be abandoned 
than 
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than the reſt, unleG they be ſituated near ſuch 
Places. The weAtthy Church-men, and many 
of the Civil Officers that are rich, and others, 
who may have ſome Money left,willdraw1n to 
themſelves the poor Husbandmen and Labou- 
rers, in order to have their own Eſtates near 
thoſe great Towns, inhabited and tilled, and 
will uſe them better than others ſhall be able 


to'do, becauſe they are opulent, and the poor ' 


Wretches will run over to them! by reaſon of 
that, and becauſe of the great Trade and Plen- 
ty of Money in thoſe Places. | 

16, In that great Scarcity of Men fit to 


Cultivate the Ground, great many People who - 


by their Eſtate, Dignity or Profeſſion,had been 
formerly exempted from working, becauſethey 
could live without it, will turn. Husbandmen, 
Vineyard-keepers, and Gardners, rather than 
be ſtarved, and have their Ground untilled 
and unmanured z this will be a good Effe& of 
a bad Cauſe. 

17, Few Inns will be kept on the High-ways 
for want of Travellers, and Trade ; as alſo by 
reaſon of the multitude of Thieves. which ve- 
ry thing will contribute much'-towards the 
Ruining of ſeveral little Towns and Boroughs, 
to which the Paſſage of Travellers thro' their 
Road, was profitable. {JE!0S oF 

18. The Poſts Offices, Carriages of Meſſen- 
gers by Land and Water, Horſes, Hackney- 


| Coaches, and Chairs, will be diminiſhed by 
threeiparts at leaſt over all the Kingdom. 


Q3. 19. High- 
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19. High-ways will. become unpaſſable, -be- 
cauſe! not: mended, and Brffges over Rivers 
and Brooks will be all broken down. 

zo. The Banks of Rivers, which reader 
them Navigable, will be all overthrown for 
want of People, and of means to keep them in 
repair ; andalſo becauſe, that altho' they were 
mended, "they would be uſeleſs for want of 
Trade z. 'and the hke will befal the Water- 
Mills upon the ſame Rivers, moſt of which are 
already fallen to nothing. 

21. For the ſame reaſon the Bank of the 
great River de Lore, which is called la Lexee, 
and of other great: Rivers that are in the ſame 


caſe, catinot be maintained ; The Channel of 


the two Seas, as they call it, will-be filled up, 
for evetiat preſent i it would: go to Ruine, were 
. not for the Vanity of the preſent French 

King who made it. I am- confident alſo, that 
after his death, Yerſa:les, with all its Gardens 
and Water-works, will be forſaken, and with 
good reaſon too, to be the Retreat of Owls, 
Crows ard Batts,becauſe of the vaſt Expence 
it' requires to-keep and maintain it in order, 
-and by:reaſon of the bad Air of the Place; for 
nothing'but the King's Vanity, which induced 
Him to petite _ two Pieces of wotT, 
es them at preſent; 


= e will infallibly loſe her Plantations 
in the:E&t. and Weſt-Indies;before 20: years come 
about, | oor they are fit for the Engliſh-and 
Duſcb,N | ll the —— will ab 
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ableto keep them ; and it ſeems indeed more 
convenient for Fe French to canfine themſelves 
to their Antient Limits,and to apply themfelves 
only to Manufactures, and Husbandry, and to 
the repeopling of their Country, ' if poſſi- 
ble 


23, Of all the French Gities and Towns, 
Paris will be the beſt | able to- withſtand all 
thoſe Calamities, provided the King's Court, 
the Superiour Courts of Judicature, and all 
the Tribunals and Juriſdictions that are in it; 
together with the Univerſity, .be maintained 
there, But the King muſt needs diminiſh the 
number of Officers in the faid\Tribunals and 
Juriſdictions very.,much, and 'in general all 
ſorts of Officers whatſoever, or elſe it will be 
impoſhble for them to ſubſiſt 5 for the Pro- 
vinces and Countries -which reſort to Paris, 
and depend upon-the' ſaid Tribunals, Offices 
and Juriſdictions, would not be able.to main- 
tain them now that they are ruined and depo- 
pulated to ſuch a degree; The Number alſo of 
great Lordsand other wealthy Perſons,will de- 
creaſe, as well as their Wealth,'and fo will the 
Number of all Civil and Military Officers of 
the Kingdom, and even that-of the Clergy and 
of the General Hoſpitals; ſo. that unqueſtion- 


| ably Pare will loſe much of /its former Glory 


and Splendor, /unleſs the King deſtroys ſeveral 
of their, Parliaments, and Inferiour Tribunals 
and Juriſdictions, as-alſo.ſome of the neareſt 
Univerſities, and re-unites them to thoſe of 

| Q'z Paris, 


Zwould come to live at Paris. Yet 
2 that it would totally ſink and de- 
ftroy the B&Qvinces and Towns 'where fuch 
CompanieF&> now refide, But the French 
King did aly'ays regard Paris more than - all 


thereſt of Kingdom, which indeed it ap- | 


pears he mj.;ded very little ;/fo that that City 
were thriv?. 3, or at leaſt -in- ſplendor : If he 
ſhould take offeſſion of "the Revennes of the 
Regular Ck.;gy, who'are | unprofitable to the 


Nation and the Church, and give Penſions to 


many thoui .nd Officers or Knights who ſhould 
Refide at I ares, it would do a great deal of 
good to that City ; elle it will loſe very much 
becauſe of the Reaſons already alledged, and 
by the dityinution of 'the number- of their 
Forces, whith cannot be leſs than that of three 
parts; for ; it furniſhed a great part of' them 
with Cloaths, | Hatts; Shoes; - Woollen and 
Linnen; the:moſt part of -Officers came thi- 
ther every/ year, to paſs ;part of the Winter, 
which was/'of great advantage to that City, 
becauſe of the Money they ſpent there. . 

24. It would not be perhaps a very hard 
matter to tell which ' of the'-other Cities and 
Towns'of the Kingdom; wilt ſubſift beſt after 
Paris; fore of them which are already confi- 
derable, will increaſe, as -I ſaid, 'of Boardeaux 
and Marſeille, rather than decays and perhaps 
fome others, as Metz, 66, for the php. 
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hinted at before. The moſt part of the other 
beſtTowns,will,I am apt to think,decay by the 
| half of what they were 30 years ago, tho” they 
may fubſiſt betrer than ſome others. Lyons, for 
example, will do the better, becauſe of its be- 
ing. near to Switzerland, Savoy, and Italy, &c. 
and that it ſtands between Parszs and Marſeille, 
and upon a great River; Roiies may alſo up- 
hold it ſelf by reaſon of its Port, River, and 
proximity to Parzs, and becauſe it is the Head 
City of the beſt Province in France, provided 
the King does not take away its Parliament, 
and other Tribunals and Offices, .to- Re-unite 
them to thoſe of Parss. Theſe Towns that are 
near the Sea,with Harbours belonging to them, 
will alſo maintain themſelves a little, as Galazs, 
Diep, Havre de Grace, St. Malo, and Nants : 
This laft will ſubfiſt better than any of thoſe I 
juſt now named,by reaſon of the River L ozre; 
whereas'tis like, no other Town by that River 
will fubſiſt without decaying 3 parts atleaſt, 
Tours and Orleans not excepted. Rochel will 
alſo fall very much as to its Wealth and Trade, 
but not ſo much as the other Towns in the 
Main Land ; its Garriſon will uphold it a 
little alſo, tho” on the other (ide, Garriſons do 
not agree well with Trading Towns. I ſay al- 
ready, that Bourdeaux and Marſeslle will in- 
creaſe. Bayon, I believe, will decay, but not fo 
much as Rochel, by reaſon of its Port, and the 
Neighbourhood of Spain, Toulon will quite 
fall All other head Cities in the Provinces will 
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probably deray of three fourths, except thoſe 


| { 


already mex 
tiers, thro'ſome advantage gained by Enemies, 
or thro' anf'diſmembring of the Monarchy.&c. 
but Poitiers , Xaintes, Angouleſme, Limoges , 
Periguenx, Gahors, Auch, T houlouze (unleſs Lan- 


guedock revolt ) Pas, (unleſs the Parliament 


does alfo revolt) 4ix, Grenoble, Dijou (unleſs 
the County of Bangundy be reſtored to the 
Crown of Spain) in which caſe the Dutchy 
would be ſpared, Bourg in Breſſe, Forez, the 
large Towns of Champargne, Ghalops, Rheims, 


Troye, will all come to nothing; as alſo Char- - 


tres, Vendome, Belleme,le Mans , and evenAngers, 
I think, notwithſtanding its ſo advantagious 
Situation *over three Navigable Rivers, and 
near a fourth yet more conſiderable, viz, Lore, 
will, I befieye, decay one half, but not ſomuch 
as thoſe mentioned before;Rennes will bear up, 
if that great Province of Brittany, whereof 
is it the Head, doth but ſhew its teeth, and if 


its Parliament be maintained ; Nevers, Moulins, - 


Clermont, Rion, Bourges, Gueyet, Rhodez, will be 
reduc'd almoſt tonothing,andall the reſt of the 
Towns in the Kingdom, except-perhaps ſome 
little ones, which [ have forgot on the Coafts 
of the Ocean, and that are inconfiderable ; 


Caen may. uphold it ſelf a little, by reaſon of 


its ſmall River and Proximity to the Sea, as 
alfo becauſe of its fruitful Soil, but it will de- 
cay by abdve the half. Montpelliex and Niſme: 
may alſobear up ; and believe that great Pro- 


vince | 


tioned, unleſs they become Fron- | 
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vince of Langaedec,ſo mighty powerful, being 
ſo near Rn ſo remote from #aris; and a 
Province having States, and: not farifrom the 
Sea, tho without Harbours , will one day 
make it ſelf free. (+13) »* 
25. Almoſt all the Univerſities will fall to 
nothing. - | 

26. A Civil War in France ſeems toberun- 
avoidable, and may perhaps begin ſpeedily af- 
ter the Peace; for whatcan they do with ſo 
many daſcontented People, who will be all 
ruined, and brought into deſpair 2 wbat can 
they do with ſomany Troops that muſt be 
disbanded, and ſtarve, and who are uſed to 
procure themſelves neceſaries by violent ways? 

27. In caſe there be no Civil War, which it 


is like there will, partof the Province of P:- 


cardy, which holds upas yet a little.part of the 
Country adjacentto Metz, called Pa Meſm, 
as alſo part of the Dutchy of Burgandy, and of 
Rosſjillon, will not decay ſo much as ſome other 
parts of the Kingdom of France, 'becauſe of 
their being Frontiers to Spazn,or to the Spaniſh 
Netherlands, to Lorrazne, 'and to the County of 
Burgundy,which three laſt are like tobe reſtored 
to their natural Land-Lords. - Part of -or- 
mandy alſo will not decay: ſo muchas others, 
by reaſon of its proximity to the Sea, and to 
Rowen and. Paris; but that part of the Pro- 
vince which is plentiful in Paſtures by which 
it makes at preſent great profits, becauſe the 
Importing of the Iriſh Salt-beef, iy "=" 
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Cheeſe is obſtructed ; that part, Iſay, will loſe 
much in thoſe things by the Peace, becauſe 
_ .canafford them cheaper, as formerly it 
Wi 5 

28, There will be little Exportation of 
Commodities from France,and the ſmall Trade 
which ſhe had from one Maritime-Province to 
another, will all fall into the hand 'of Stran- 
gers. 
29. The Pope, the Monks, and eſpecially 
the Jeſuites, will domineer over France more 
than ever, which will be both an effect of the 
weakneſs of the Royal Authority, and at the 
ſame time will occaſion a Great and Univerſal 
Contempt of the ſaid Authority. 

30. The Prieſts for the future will hardly be a- 
ble to read, by reaſon that if heretofore none al- 
moſt did bring up their Children to bePrieſts, 
but Peaſants and Artiſts, when they had ſome. 
thing wherewithal to live, they carinot do it 
now, for want of Means 'tis probable that 
in Cities and great Towns, and there only, 
ſome that have yet ſomething whereon to live, 
may bring up ſome of . their Children to 
School, to endeavour to get the beſt Church- 
livings for” them, if ſo be the King does not 
appropriate them to_ better Uſes. We muſt 
expect that the Clergy, how abominable ſo- 
ever it may be at abs a4 in general; fome few 
a—_— will bemuch more diſorderly and 
ſcandalous fqr the future 5 not only for - the 
Reaſons above-mentioned, but becauſe yu: 
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teſtants are baniſhed out of that Country. 
Many mote - Miracles will be done in it, the 
Church-man's Impoſture increaſing by degrees 
proportionably to the People's Ignorance and 
Licentioufneſs, as is. to be' ſeen in Spain, Poy- 
tugal and Italy. os 

21. France will undoubtedly loſe Dunkirk 
by the Peace, if King W:ilham deſires itear- 
neſtly. 

' 32. Aﬀter the Peace, there will be as many 
Beggars as now, becauſe of the infinite num- 
ber of Families which cannot be recovered a- 
gain from: their | total *ruine, eſpecially thoſe 


 whoaredeſtitute of 'Men, the others being not 


able to help them. 7 Beſides this,all things will 
beturn'd up ſfidedown, and'many more Lands 
— by the produ&t of which many 
Widows and Orphans did live. 

33-' The State of the People cannot be fixed 
in twenty years after the Peace ; I mean, that 
the Peoplewill not be certain whether Debtors 
ſhall be obliged to'-pay their Debts:contraed 
before the Peace, nor how they ſhall pay them, 


- and at what rates, and on what -footing'Cre- 


ditors will take their Lands or Houſes in pay- 
ment 5- whether many Tribunals of Judica- ' 
ture and Offices will: be: aboliſhed ; or whe- 
ther the King will not rather turn-out the 2 


- third-parts, or the-3 fourths'of all the Officers, - 


and fo forth,in the Generalitzes, Gomrts of Aides, 
Chambers of Accounts, Courts of the Mins, Elefi1ons, 
Sals Stores, &&c, How many of them will be 

» : turned 


3 
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turned of. Zand which 3 who ſhall loſe their 
Places, 4 "whether. the Ki tr” reimburſe 
them or 4, and how far ; If the Debtors, ot 
Civil Of: trs, or 'other Perfons/ with whom 
they hay "to deal, are to loſe all, or whether 
their Dy. - ts being paid, they ſhall: yet have 
ſome ref: inder, and how-much, for there will 
beg pat. gf co '\who won't have a Farthing 
left; wh ther the French Proteſtants ſhall 'be 
re-eſtablf -d or not; whether the King will 
always K:"p on foot ſuch a prodigious num- 
ber of Q-Agers and Sonldiers by Land and Sea, 
as he dig Ffore this' War; how! many thou- 
az! Caſhier; * and which Regiments 
or Ofticyy #; whether he: will play the Bank- 
rupt org to all:thoſe. who lent him Money, 
par he will pay'or indemiifie them, 
# 4h ; Then as to: all old and new Of- 
it he may. atinul; how far he 'will -re- 
imburſe..:zoſe who! bought them-;- whether he 
ſhall be ble to do it; and how ;. whether 
he will; «diminiſh the Expences of 'his 'Houſ- 
hold, an. / the: number of "Officers belonging 


to the a 1e.; whether hehas a mind to govern - 


always 6 ſpotically, or: to-take advice of the 
States iof-{the 'Kingdom/ as formerly, - without 
whoſe cc-iſent he ſhall not-be able to impoſe 
any Tax. s. on the. People i; whether a Civil 
Waris; o'be feared 'in'the Kingdom -or no ; 
whether' phe King ſhail not make uſe of ano- 
ther. met jod in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice 
to his Su Pare ſaving fo much Expence,and 
preventing 
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preventing delays of Juſtice which areſo ruin- 
ous to:them, and which will be ſo much the 
more croocon and oppreſliye after the Peace; 
that inſte;d of the.quietneſs and eaſe which 
they.expedt and ſtand ſo muchin need of, they 
will. be expoſed to the ravenings of. hungry 
Lawyers, who will prolong and protract the 
proceedings. of innumerable Suits that will 
ariſe from ſo many alterations and changes that 
haye happened in Families by the War ; for 
I dare venture to - ſay,. thatno Family in- the 
Kingdom will be free from ſuch troubles z Peo- 
ple muſt. know alſo, whether the King-will 
not change the method of raiſing the Impoſts, 
whether, by Farmers and their Commuſſioners, 


and other ſuch Tools, who lie fo heavy upon 


the Nation, or by a more reaſonable way; and 
whether the Intereſt of Money will be at '$, 
Or 10, Ar. 15 per cents... Whether Lands will be 
ſold at 3,07 6,.0r 8, or 140. years purchaſe, or 
on ſomeother faot,and ſeveral other ſuch things 
Whether, the half or the.two-thirds:of - Lands 
in the Kingdom will be abandoned, and what 
will become of all..thoſe forſaken Eftates /z 
which Provinces or Countries will. be the moſt 
depopulated. ... Jill People are; informed ex- 
actly of all thoſe things and others, and. 
till the,State .of. . the. Nation--is fixed accor-- 
dingly, Lands, Houſes and Offices cannot be 
diſpoſed of, nor. bought nor ſold, but this can- 
nat, be ſo ſoon regulated,.. The King muſt fix 
another rate for Offices,very much below _ 
| whic 
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which þ hey were valued at before, if ſo behe 
| to keep up the fale of them,or _ - 
numbe! of them muſt needs fall prodigj 

24. i here will happen an innumera Gert 
titude of Suits at Law between Families, b 
reaſon of Succeſlions, Portions,Debts; and thoſe 
who- haye Money, and keep it, will be more 
prudent han if they beſtowed it'upon corrupt 
Judges, t5 buy from them other Mens Eſtates, | 
which w..1 not be worth ſo much as the Money 
given to 'he Lawyers, for 'after the Peace no 
Eſtate in+France will be comparable to Money. 

* © 35- The French Tongue, the Modes and 
tons/and' the good Breeding of France, will 


not be &- mach eſteemed in Foreign Courts, 
and none. will have ſogreat reſpect hereafter for 
ir Kps as formerly. The time'is come 
ir it will be thought, that all thoſe re- 
the French Tongue have imployed 
,a& very ill about it, and all their Re- 
x: be very much” neglected, and they 
;Þe able to preſerveit from degenera- 
16-2nore than the good Breeding' and 

Wh -of that Nation"; all theſe things 

to nothing by the Extream Poverty 

ance into which the People of France 

# rrecoverably. 

"Enemies of France, who may have 

1] dy, > more= to make uſe of Traitors, 
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verty taking hold of the Nation,Perfidiouſneſs, 
Treachery, and Violence will increaſe propor- 
tionably among the Subjects, and it will be 
more eaſie than ever to bribe Judges, and all 
kinds of People. 

37. Intereſt of Money wall riſe notably in 
France after the Peace, which will make an 
end of all the reſt of the Manufactures and 
Trade in that Kingdom, if -there be any re- 
maining, for at leaſt it will hinder them from 
being eve* re-eſtabliſhed. As for the reſtoring 
of Manuf: &ures, I ſhall not fay,. that it is im- 
poflible tc reſtore. them to their former State, 
but even to any conſiderable degree, becauſe 
they have been ſet up, and are well improved 
in Foreign Countries by the Refugees. 

38. The number of Curats, and other Secu- 
lar Prieſts, muſt needs decreaſe, by.reaſon that 
Pariſhes will not be able to maintain ſuch 
great numbers of them, above the half of the 
Men being periſhed, Their caſe thro' all the 
Kingdom, will be probably the ſame with that 
of Curates in ſome parts of P:cardy,and in the 
Land of Artozs, where the Pariſhes are but 
ſmall z there a Curate ſays Maſs every day in 
two Pariſhes, that are not 1n a capacity to 
maintain each a Curate : *Tis eafily. conceived, 
that their Private Comings in, are now worth 
much leſs to them, than formerly ; and the 
Time will grow worſe and wovle for them, 
whether it be Peace,or not, ſince we ſee al- 
ready ſeveral Provinces almoſt deſerted, and 

Ei, - | ; many 
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many Borroughs and Villages tar have not 
the fourth part of Inhabitants they had before 
this War, © Mortality and Famine having 


ſnarcht away moſt of the reft. All the places 


ſituatedjon the Roads, that are obnoxious to 
the Rugleneſs of Soldiers, have been abandon- 
ed, beeſe of the Marches, Counter-marches 
and Quaarterings of the Troops, as I faid al- 
ready. # 
much -& 
well th 
will be turned to one ; I confeſs it will be a 
great ti uble to People,to goſofar to Church, 
But what other Remedy is there, if they can- 
Not maintain one in every Pariſh, as they did 
. hitherto? 'As for Pariſhes, that have ſeveral 
' Frieſts, ;they-muſt needs turn them all out ex- 
cept orle, for few of them will be able to keep 
yan al 
| he he Military Art and Diſcipline will 
vitbly ezenierate in France, and Men grow 
;jagious and even cowardly, as Men 
"het in depopulated, poor, ard flaviſh 
Countrits, vidlels the King applies, as I have 
faid alifady, the Revenues of the Monks and 
Nuns, fi + the conſtant maintenance'of multi- 
tudes F '/brave Officers for his - Emergencies, 
not to'| iake Conqueſts any more, God forbid, 
but on. / for theDefence of his Kingdom, and 
of his | Allies. 
40. Painting, Sculptiire Engtuving, Archi- 
aa and many othier«Trades leſs ma 
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and which ſerve only for Curiolity,Ornament, 
or Luxury, will fall entirely. The uſeful ones 
are already very much decayed, but they will 
decay yet more. 

41. The ſcarcity of People will occafion all 
Servants to be dear every where in the Kuig- 
dom, {o that I bclieve they will be conſtrained 
to give leave to buy Negroes, as is practiſed in 
Spain and Portugal, and - as all Chriſtian Na- 
tions do in America; and that the Law pro- 
hibiting to keep Slaves in France will be alter- 
ed. We may obſerve by the way, what a great 
Change hath happened in the French Govern- 
ment, ſince the Eſtabliſhment of-that Law, for 
then they were good natur'd to all Mankind, 
nay-even to Heathens, and the moſt barbarous 
and remote People ; whereas at this day they 
deal with the Natives, their Fellow-Citizens, 
and Chriſtians, worſe than others do with 
Slaves any where, nay even worſe than with 
brute Beaſts, whoſe Owners take care to main- 
tain them well for the ſervice they do, where- 
as the Rulers in France,do not allow the People 
who work more than Slaves or -Beaſts, to fill 
their Bellies with Bread, and facrifice them 
beſides every day by thouſands to their Prin- 
ces Ambition and Vanity. 

42. There wittbe no one Sumptuouſneſs 

Houſes , Tables, 
nor Equipages in France, 'tho* Luxury indeed 
will always be extravagant, yet it muſt be leſs 


"than it was formerly, becauſe of their great 


Poverty. R 2 43. Univer- 
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43. Univerſities, - Academies, Colledges and 
Chools will decrafe ſtrangely in number ; So 
that I dohot believe Fravce will ſtand in need 
for the fi ture of more Univerſities than there 
are 1n Sp.#n, viz. three,inſtead of almoſt twen- 
ty that are there at preſent, beſides the Acade- 
mies and Colledges,&#c. The Profitsof Doctors 
or Maſters, are already fallen more than 9 


parts in 16, for want of Students and Money. | 
44. Thenumber of Comedians, Rope-dan- 
cers, Muſicians, Fidlers, Dancing-maſters, Fen- 


cing-maſters and ſuch like, will decreaſe yearly 
more and: more, tho' there be not at preſent 
the 1 otlypart of what there was 3o years 
ago. ; 

FE Pat 2nts able to beſtow Money upon their 
Children, will deſire them to ſettle in Sea-ports, 
or in the eſt and leaſt ruined Cities, which 
we named before. 

46. In xhat general Deſolation, few Refugees 
will thinl: of returning to France,except thoſe 
who are here in Extream Want, and who 
did poſſeſs Lands and Houſes in France, in caſe 
the free Exerciſe of their Religion be reſtored. 
On the contrary, 'tis like that many new Con- 
verts will ieave Frauce, what precaution ſoever 
be taken to hinder their eſcape, 'if fo be, asI 
- {aid before; they are nor reſtored-to their An- 
cient Liberty of Conſcience. But I queſtion 
very much, whether they ſhall be re-eftabliſh- 
ed therein; during Lewis the XIV. Reign, 
unleſs it be by the potent interpoſition of King 
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*-Williars, aff of the other Proteſtant Allies, 
tho' it be the Kingdoms Intereſt to do it 
ſpeedily z for it ſeems that, notwithſtanding 
the lamentable condition to which he hath re- 
duced that flouriſhing Kingdom, he comforts 
himſelf with the thoughts of the miſchief he 
hath done to the Proteſtant Party in it, and 
even glories in having, as he thinks, quite de- 
ſtroyed the Reformed Religion there, and I 
incline to think that he will look upon what he 
has done as the only Reſſource of Glory:left 
him; and[I do not doubt in the leaſt but thar 
his Counſel of Conſcience, Father Ia Chasſe and 
Madame Maintonon do bleſs themſelves in it, 
and fortifie the X7ng in ſuch imaginations ; and 
that the Court of Rome will keep him by their 
ſecret, but powerful influences in that frame of 
mind, giving him hopes perhaps of a degree 
of Glory above St. Lewzs, and next to St. Do- 
minic, and Ignatius Loyola in their Heaven : But 

*'T am confident, that they will contrive and en- 
deavour to find out ſome Medium to catch the 
Refugies in their Net, I mean both as to Soul 
and Body, for as 'tis againſt the Clergy's In- 
tereſt or rather Paſſion, and- even againſt the 
falſe Glory of that King, that the French Pro - 
teſtants ſhould be reſtored to the Condition 
they were in before the Violation of the E- 
dis, and that their Religion ſhould be autho- 
rized ; fo 'tis alſo ry the Kingdoms Inter- 
eſt, that it ſhould loſe for ever ſo many uſefwl 
Subjects ; So that I make no doubt, but they 
due R 3 will 
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will niake uſe of all Tricks and Sybtilties im- 
apinable'tþ draw them in by a kind of Tole- 
ration, W wich would do their buſineſs if the 
Refugees i were Fools z for by that means a 
great manty would come to them with what 
Eſtates they have carried away, and the tiew 
Converts*would have no mird to leave the 
Kingdom, and yet their Religion. ſhould be 
deftroyed or ever ; and they will alſo accor- 
ding to bp of Rome, bribe am- 
bitious at\l wordly Preachers amongſt them, 
to divide tem 1n their Opinions, as 'tis like 
they acually do, in order to bring them to 
Popery aggin, by the Back-door, according to 
the Maxin *Dzv:ade & Inpera And Iam of opini- 
on alto thai. in order tohinder thereſtoration of 
true Chri/izanity inthat Kingdom, the Jeſuits will 
put the French King upen the Detign of De- 
ftroying Gexera and the Proteftant Switzers and 
make him *elieve that it will be a compenſa- 
tion for thi Deſtruction of his Kingdom, and 
that it is.the moſt glorious thing he can do; 
and for that reaſon they will, it may be, ſpare 
the YVauacis for ſome. time, to diſguiſe their 
Defign. 

47. Several Lackeys, Servants and ſuch fort 
of Men, | having got fome Imploys and Pre- 
terments 1n-this War, will be apt to inſult and 
defpiſe their Ancient Lords and Maſters, who 
are reducea to Poverty and totally ruined, and 
a great deal of infolence will be ſeen every 
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48. Sevegal. Widows of Quality and Young 
Ladys, whoſe number is three times greater 
than that of Men of their own rank, will 
Marry below their Degree, nay, even Servant 
men, rather than be Unmarried. - 

49. the Gabelle, or Exciſe upon Salt muſt 
needs fall ; ſuch an Enormous [Tax cannot 
ſubliſt any longer in the moſt part of the Pro- 
vinces and great Towns of the Kingdom, or 
elſe the price of Salt muſt be reduced to a rea- 
ſonable rate, as a Penny a Pound, and not to 
10, Or 12, OrF15 Pence per cent. as the King 
ſells itat preſenr. The Kingdom will never 
endure the Gabeleurs, that is, the Exactors of 
that Impoſition,any more,when the K.is not a- 
ble to keep great Forces on foot,and thatthoſe 
he maintains muſt be kept on the Frontiers ; 
So thatT am of opinion, that the People will | 
not any longer be ſo patient, and beſides they 
will not bein condition-to.pay ſo many Taxes, 
for of a long time they have been compelled 
to pay thoſe exceflive Taxes by the terrour of - 
the Forces, who would not have failed in a 
little time to have overflowed: the Gitzes and 
Prouwces that ſhould have refuſed to pay em 3 
for, as I ſaid elſewhere, we may truly ſay that 
the French Government , is altogether Mi- 
litary, and that the Subjects are treated worſe 
even 1n time [of Peace, than other Countrys 
uſe to be, when invaded by Armies of Enemies, 
even at the time when they .are about ſubdu« 
ing of them. | 


50. Such 
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5O. Such as did earneſtly coves a long time 
to joyn his Neighbours Land or Field to his 
own, ang could not attain it, find now adays 
very ofter! an occaſion to do it, and to purchaſe 
for a little Sum of Money,that for which they 
would — formerly paid ten times more,but 
they are haps o to repent after the Peace, 
when the. ſhall ſee'too late, that by the utter 
Deſolation of the Kingdom, the thing pur- 
chaſed is not worth the Money z And they are 
even in danger before the Peace is made, to 
pay to the King for that very purchaſe, ſuch 


Taxes as Will amount to 3 or 4 times asmuch 


as they gave'to the Seller, 

51. Such as have many Lands, and fob that 
they are not fo much depopulated as Others, 
and who flatter *emſelves with hopes that their 
Farmers and Peaſants will ſtay in their Farms, 
becauſe they are fixed there at preſent, will be 
very muckdeceived,when after the Peace they 
ſhall ſee that thoſe Farmers and Clowns will 


leave him 'and remove,it may be;ten or twelve - 


' Leagues f.rther with their Families, where 
they willfind Lands for nothing, or much 
cneaper thn theirs was:andevery one will en- 
deavour tadraw in the Farmers and Servants 
one of eh and rather than ſee their Land 

a forſaken, will give it out gratss for 
ar mber of years;and ſupply the Pea- 
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do practiſe it in ſeveral places. Some Provinces 
and Countries are leſs depopulated than others, 
(through Mortality and Famine) have been-; 
but I am ſure that thoſe who have great 
Eſtates in Land in the Countries moſt depo. 
pulated, as in the adjacent parts to Parss, will 
uſe their utmoſt Endeavours to draw in the 
Peaſants of other places ; and this will do more 
miſchief to the Kingdom, than if every one 
did ſtay in the moſt depopulated Country, as 
I have demonſtrated it elſewhere. *Tis true, 
that as for the adjacent parts of Parts, there 
Is, it ſeems, an indiſpenſible Neceflity to Re- 
people them again, becauſe of the City, but 
unleſs there be a great Moderation of the 
Taxes on thoſe parts, 'tis impoſſible that 
Country ſhould be ever Re-peopled again; for 
it muſt be known, that there is hardly any 
part of the Kingdom ſo oppreſſed with Impo- 
ſitions, as that is. Formerly one could fee no- 
thing about Parss but Towns, large and rich 
Boroughs, well-built and peopled ; but even 
before the beginning of this War, they were 
much ruined, and 'tis certain that all is deſart 
there at preſent. 

52. I do not think that Pars in a hundred 
years hence, can be ſo well peopled, as it was 
thirty years ago. The Revenues of the King 
and of the great Perſons at Paris, (and evenin 
all the Kingdom in general, being ſunk as they 
are, nothalf the Commodities will be con- 


ſumed there, as was formerly. 


* 


53. If 
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53. f-the Ancient Government of France, 
2iz, by; he general Eſtates of the Kingdom, 
werere-« tabliſhed again, as Paſſion, Ambition, 
vain Glg.y and Superſtition, would domineer 


les, and Reaſon and the true Intereſt of the 


Nation v-/huld be more hearkned to,in that caſe 
the Refot: hed Religion would be reſtored : But 


Rome wilt oppoſe it with all her Power and In- 


tereſt;and is like the Inquiſition will be ſet up 


in France; P 'tis in Spatn, Portugual, and Italy, 


againſt th'? Proteſtant Religion. 

54. Th} number of Uſurers will be much 
greater ir-France after the Peace than ever; this 
will be }he moſt ordinary way to improve 
Money tythe beſt advantage,the Manufactures 
and Tradg!being ruined, ang the Real Eſtates 
being brozght co nothing,as well as the Offices. 

' $5. A$;Honas the Peace is made, the King 
will ſqueg#all the Farmers general and par- 
ticular of; mnpoſitions, which he js obliged .to 
indulge ng%s, becaule they advance him Money, 
and by th! means he ſhall get yet vaſt Sums. 
. 56. Thi who have yet ſome remainder 
of their firmer Eſtates, I'mean, thoſe who 
having pa! their Debts, ſhall have yet ſome 
Lands Mg;jur'd in - the Country. , or ſome 
Houſes inh' bited in the Citys;may live as eaſji- 
Iy, I think; after Lewis the X1V, Death, with 
their ſmall i;ſtates as they did 20 years ago,by 
reaſon that!ho' they ſhall not,injoy perhaps the 
qth part of-; ne Revenue they had before, Taxes 
will be dinkniſhed z parts at leaſt,and the King 
"pt or 
Fa | 
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of his Succeflor will not, 'tis probable, formany 
Projects of Conqueſts ſo foon, But i confeſs, a 
Civil War, as I ſaid already, 1s mightily to be 
feared, becauſe there will not be found one 
Man amongſt twenty, but what will be utterly 
ruined. I grant, that thoſe Perſons, who 
have ſome remainder of their former Eſtates, 


| will not be able to take a Journey now and 


then to Paris to divert themſelves, as was uſual, 
becauſe Provitions will ſtill continue to be 


'| dear there, nar will they be capable to fend 


their Children a-far off, in ortler to Study or 
Travel,becauſe Money will continue long to be 
ſcarce,and their Revenues too ſmall, to be ſpent 
abroad. Their caſe will be much like that of 
thoſe 1r;h who poſleis fome Eſtates at a great 
diſtance from Dublin. 

56. Thenumber of the King's Officers, and 
of the Princes and Princefles Houſhold, muſt 
needs decreaſe very much, as alſo their Sal- 
laries. The number of Governments and 
Governours of Cities, Towns,Calſtles, Forts,&c. 
will decreaſe alſo, as well as their Sallaries. 
The number of the Forces and of their Of- 
ficers by Land and Sea, and of the Gallies will 
decreaſe, as alſo their Wages. And the like 
will happen to all Civil Officers, as I have ſaid 
already ; and all things will be in an incredi- 
ble confuſion in that Kingdom. 

The moſt clear-fighted Men in France, do not 
conceive the Degree of the Kingdoms Ruine. 
All thoſe wha have yet ſome Eſtate left, fancy 

7 RO: themſelves 
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themſelves to bericher than really they are,tho? 
they acknowledge and fay they are ruined. 
This miſtake has been mighty favourable to 
the Kings Afﬀairs a long time, by reaſon that 


many Mony'd Men judging of the Afﬀairs of | 


the King and Kingdom to be in a better con- 
dition than they are, did ſcruple leſs to lend 
him Money, or to buy fome of the new Of- 
fices, and even Lands or Houſes, and ſo did lay 
out their Money, which came at laſt into the 
Kings Hartds. | 

The beftremedy that I know, torepair the 
prodigious Loſſes of the People of France, and 
toreſtorethe Kingdom to its former Populouſ- 
neſs, whica 1 confeſs cannot be done perfe&ly 
in 2 hundred years time, would be to make 
Peace as ſoon as poſſible, whatever it may coſt, 
and then tgychange the Form of the preſent 
Governmzant, and to re-eſtabliſh th2 Ancient 
Government of a Krng with the Counſel of 
the general Eſtates of the Kengdom, ſuch as 1s 
now in England ; and moreover, to renounce 
all Conqueſts; to allow all Liberty and Secu- 
rity to French and Foreign Proteſtants; to a- 
boliſh the:Buying and Selling all forts of Oft- 
ces; not tolet out the Impoſitions of the King- 
dom to Fatmers, and to put out of their Piaces 
all choſe who are dipt in ſuch Tyrannical Me- 
thods; Me) to ſet all Monks and Nans at liber- 


ty ; togivleavetoSu eds to buy Slaves, and | 


to Marry i em together, in order to get Chil- 
dren by thyzm,'an 4 char thzy ſhould continu? 
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to be Slaves, both they and their Children,un- 
leſs their Maſters conſent to their being made 
free, conſidering that their condition would 


* ſtill be a great deal better than would have 


been in their Native Country, and that tis 
much leſs againſt Reaſon and Religion to uſe 
them ſo, than 'tis to Tyrannize, as is done a- 
mongſt moſt of the Chriſtian Nations in Eu- 
rope, over Chriſtians that areborn ſuch, and 
free-born alſo, and to keep them in bondage, 
as is done particularly in France, where their 
condition 1s worſe for the moſt part, than that 
of the Galley-ſlaves, nay, even of Beaſts, as 
have faidalready. | | 

It would alſo be convenient to buy a certain 
number of Men yearly from the Sw:tzers, and 
German Princes ( fince they make a Trade of 
them) not to make Slaves of 'em, but in or- 
der to diſtribute Lands to them, which they 
ſhould ' Cultivate, and to treat them as the 
reſt of Subjeas, with moderation, equity, and 
kindneb. Ys | 


vs 
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tenants 
” .QHAPÞP VII 


A Liſt of the princip.d Impoſtrions and Taxes 
m the Kingdom of FRANCE. 


Do.not believe that there is any Man in 
the Kingdom of France, that can give an 
account of all the Impolitions.and Taxes under 
which- that People groans, ſo numerous are 
they. But I have here thought fit to preſent 
you witha Catalogue of all that I can recolle. 
Every.Province has ſome ſpecial Tax which 
is unknown to any other, and ſometimes they 
haye ſtrange Denominations, as from thoſe 
that firſt vavented them, ,or were the Farmers 
of them, or from the/place where they began 
to be eſtabliſhed, or from the odd Language 
of ſome Provinces, which is not underſtood by 
the People of any other, or from ſome other 
reaſon 3 if any Man woyld, orrather could tell 
the manner in which every one of them 1s 
raiſed, and what Revenue it brings in tothe 
King, and the firſt Origin of them, it would 
require a very large Book. 
There is &great many of 'em always ſranding 
. as well in Peace as in War uponall Real Eſtates, 
Houſes anc Lands,and very ſevere too z as alſo 
upon Perſc aal Eſtates, and upon Money lent 


or |= 


V, 


Ces 


;,;;For the Utenſil of Soldiers. 
3f For the Subſiſtence, | | 
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or hoarded up ;.upon the Induſtry of Menand 
Women ; Upon all Offices either of Judica- 
ture, Finances, or CYil Government, and other 
Offices which are innumerable ; upon every 
thing that is eat or drunk,or ſerves-for cloath- - 
ing z upon all ſorts and conditions of Men and 
Women generally, and even upon Pubtlick 
Beggars z upon every thing imported or ex- 
ported, either in or out of the Kingdom, or 
from one Province or City in the Kingdom to 
another z and there are ſeveral new ones inven- 
ted every day, which croſs and deſtroy one 
another, for what is got by the one is loſt by 
the other, the Kingdom being ſo horridly ex- 
hauſted. 

I don't undertake to ennumerate them all, 
as I ſaid above, but only thoſe which are come 
to my knowledge, with ſome of their Names 
in Engh:ſh and ſome in French, becauſe they 
cannot well be tranſlated. 


£4yde, the Aid. 
L'Ottroy. 
Le Preciput. - 
{ Equervalent, the Equivalent. 
Taxe, 'tis'a ſpecial Tax fo called. 
Taille, a'very hard Tax. © 
Taillon. | 

\ S#bventron, 

- - Ezape,iStaple for the Soldiers: 


/ 


For 
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For the Garriſons. 

For the Morte-pays. 

For the Wages of Governours, 

For the Kings Debts and Afﬀairs. 

For Extraordinary Gratifications. 

For the Free-gift. 

Expences of Recovery and Accomptability. 


"The Taxes upon Land-Eftates and Houſes do 
oftentimes exceed what the Proprietor gets 
from then, at leaſtone half, and many are 
willing to yield them up for the Tax, who are 
not admitted to do it. | 
There are Taxes upon Drink, as follows, 

Aids or Subſidies upon Wines. + 

Upon Cyder. 

Brandy. 

Beer, 

Vinegar. 

Verjuice, | 

Chocolate, Tea, Sorbek, Coffee, and gener- 
ally upon all other Liquid Things, or that 
wherewith any Drink can be made. 


It is alſo to be noted, that the Exciſe upon 
Win goes ſometimes in Cities far above the 
price of the Commodity, and ſeeing that ſince 
the War, the poor Working-people in Cities, 
who were uſed formerly to drink ſome Wine, 
could not buy it, for want of Money, but 
drank a little Brandy inſtead of it, they have 


| doubled the Exciſe upon Brandy. 
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And then there's another upon Liquors. 
Le Famage, the Duty for gaging. 

Le Conrtage, A 

Le Souquett. 

Le Patac. 

Impoſts and Billots, 

Obſerve, there is ſuch a horrid Severity and 
Tyranny uſedin the Cities and all other Towns 
Borroughs-and Villages as to the Wine, that 
if ſo bea Friend did fend any Bottles of his 
Wine toanother Friend who has none ſo good, 
or to any Sick Perſon, he is preſently accuſed 
of defrauding the Kings Excife, and is in dan- 
ger to be Impriſoned-and loſe all his Eſtate, or 
a great part of it, for it muſt be underſtood 
that, belides what all the Wine pays generally 
at the Gates of every conſiderable Town, for . 


the Duty which is very high, the Vintners in 


a!l Towns, Borroughs and Villages pay be- 
ſides other great Duties upon every Vellel' of: 
Wine they fell, and that their Cellars are- 
every day vilited, ſearched and gaged by many 
hundreds of Raſcals appointed for that purpoſe, 
vw/ho have great Wages allowed them, and be- 
cauſe many Gentlemen and Burghers have 
ſome Wine from their own Vineyards, for 
which they pay at the Gates of every great 
Town, the Farmers of the Impoſitions, who 
have an' unlimited Authority, will not fuffer 
them to ſend out of their Houſes not fo much 
as' a Bottle of their own Wine, ' pretending 
that there is ſo much the leſs conſumed mn the 

; JR. Taverns 3 
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Taverns ; and that the Profits are ſo much the 
leſſer, and whoſoever does i it, iS.1n danger to: be 
Impriſoned and totally ruined, 

Then there's an Exciſe upon all Eatables. 

The Gabelle or Tax upon all -ſorts of: Corn 
and Meal, which 1s received at : the Markets, 
Mills and. other places, under the Name of 
Meſure dO&roy, or Meſure coupee ; that is, Mea» 
ſure of /O&roy, or cut Meaſure, And there 
have. been ſome Additions to that Duty ſince 
the War. 

The Duty upon all Cattle generally, called 
Le Pie fourche, this is raiſed in the Roads. 

. Several Aenzers: belides, by Pound-weight, 


upon: all ſorts of Meat in the Shambles or ; 


Slaughter-houlſe. 


The Impoſts, which is raiſed in all the great 


+ Towns (get the Name of Entries upon all forts 
of.: Gattle, n wild and tame Fowl, Butter, 
Cheeſe, Frel -water Salt and dry Fiſh, Eggs, 
Fruits, | Milk and things made of Milk, Herbs, 
' Roots, Oranges, Lemons, Swine-breads, Cheſ- 
nuts, Nuts, Apples,, Pares, Muſhrooms and 
generally upon all forts of things which may 
be eaten; asalſo upon Timber and Fire-wood, 
upon Charcoal, Hay, Oats, &'c. 

;; hoſe Duties are. fo ingollerably high in the 

great Towns, that reckoning{thoſe on Liquors, 
Clopahiog-Stutl, &'s, and other.Commodities 
imported into Paris ; it was generally: ſaid, that 
the Entries, of Paris "alone, did-bring in..to the 
Kyngehove 20 Millions oe © es and at pre- 
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ſent 'tis one of the beſt Branches of the French 
King's Revenue, tho' it muſt be diminiſhedone 
half at leaſt ſince the War, becauſe of the 
Decreaſe and Poverty of the People, 
Obſerve that all the Cities and great Towns 
are walled, and that there is at the Gates of 
them a kind of Watch-houſes, where the 
Farmers of Impoſitions,do poſt men Armed, who 
viſit all forts of Perſons, that they ſhould not 
import any thing into it, without paying the 
Cuſtoms or Exciſe, and if any is found de- 
frauding the Exciſe, the Men are ſent to the 
Gallyes if they are poor,and the Women whip- 
ped by the Hang-man, and if ſo be, they have 
any Eſtate, they loſe all or moſt part of it,;and 
ſtand at the Farmers mercy, tho'the thing be 
not worth ſometimes half a Crown. - Any 
Lord or Gentleman coming thither in a Goach 
or on Horſeback is obliged to ſtop at the Gate, 
till they have viſited his Coach, Mazls, and Trunks, 
and ſearched his Max and Himſelf, and that in 
the middle of the Kingdom ; and if a Pound 
of Salt or any other Commodity was found 
upon them, all his Equipage would be forfeit- 
ed, his Perſon tpeig , and Condemned to 
pay. vaſt Sums of Afexey : Altho' the fraud 
ſhould not import Two Pence lofs  to-the. Far- 


And at ſuch Gates of Towns ſeveral things 
pay almoſt as much Duty as they colt at-firſt 


buying. | 1 
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-—T The Gatelle'or Exciſe upon Salt, which is | 


ſo exorbitant, that Salt which is Nature's Gift, 
and upon the Sea-Coaſt, where it is made al- 
moſt without Charges, does fot ſtand Foreign 
Merchants a Farthing per pound, is ſold to the 
Subjeds for To, 12 and 14 pence per pound. 
There are above a thouſand great Offices 
of Salt-Excife, called Bureaux, or Grenters 4 ſel 
who have each of them ſeveral Officers both 
great and ſmall, belonging to them and ſeve- 


ral thouſands of other Men in Towns, Bor- ' 


roughs and Villages, who fetch it from ſuch 
Granaries, and ſell it to the People for 1© or 
12 pence a-pound or more. And beſides them, 
the Collectors of the Salt-Exciſe in every Pa- 
Tiſh are obliged in ſome Provinces to fetch it 
alſo from thoſe Salt-Granaries, to diſtribute it 
among the - People |; for tis not raiſed in the 
ſame merhod every where. ' In fome Placesno 
body is obliged to take more than/he can 
ſpend, but.in moſt other places every one is 
forced: to take a certain quantity, tho' he does 


'not need one half of 'it for his own uſe, and 


if fo be he would beſtow the Overplus of it 
as Charity to any Beggar, and that the thing 
were proved, he, as well as the Beggar muſt to 
the Gallies, becauſe they will ſuppoſe that he 
ſells it}; and ſeveral thouſands of poor people 
-are ſent. to the” Gallies every year upon the 
account of .the Salt. - | 7 


Formerly the Nobility and Gentry were * 


from this horrid Impotition, that is zo years 
Is | | | x ago, 
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| ago, becauſe of the Services ſuppoſed to have 
been done by their. Anceſtors to the Crown, 
and becauſe they commonly ſerve in the King's 
Armies and muſt be always ready. But this 
King has taker: away all their Priviledges and 
increaſed all their Charges 

Somie Proprietors had ſome Springs and Pits 
of Salt-water, -which were part of their E- 
ſtates, but they have been all ſtopt by the 
Kings Order, and if fo be the Proprietor open 
.| them again, he muſt go to the Gallies. 

The Gabelle is a great Branch of the King's 
Reuenve,but 'tis fallen at leaſt two thirds ſince 
the War. It did maintain, beſides what the 
King got in clear Money from it, about 30 
thouſand Men, called Gabelears in the King- 
dom,. all Armed as Soldiers both Horſe and 
Foot, who did commit horrid Violences and 
Oppreſſions againſt the Nobility and People, 
but the number of 'em muſt alſo be much dimi- 
niſhed, becauſe of the Ruine of that Kingdom, 
and that the King wants ſuch Men for Sol- 
| diers. 


T here are other Impoſitions alſo, as, 

The Mark upon Paper. 

The Duty upon ſtampt Paper and Parch- 
ment. 

Upon the Paper for Forms and Regiſters, 
Deeds, Notes, &c. 
i] The Mark upon Sulver-Plate. 
(| _ Tin, Pewter. q 
| | > OY Hatts. 
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Hatts. 

Silk and Woollen Stocking 
Shoes. 

Ferrwicks. 

And alſo upon Tobacco, befi des whet is 
paid at the Cuſtom-Office. 

Upon all ſort of Stuffs.cither of Silk or Wooll, 
made in the Kingdom, __ thoſe that are 
imported. + 

All forts of Linnen. 

Upon the: Ice, 

And Leather. 

Thread. * 

Andall ſorts of Laces, either Gold or Silver, 
Silk, Woollenor Linnen, 6c. 

Upon Cafds. 

Dice. 

Needles. 

Pins. 

Earthen-Pots and Veſlels, 

Spinning wheels. 

Window-glafles. 

Drinking: glaſſes, Bottles and all ſorts of 
Glaſſ-work. / 

Upon all Meaſures, for things Dry and | 
Liquid, as Buſhels, Pecks, Pots, and even the 
Pails ofthe pdor Criers of Water + inthe Streets 
of Paris, hho muſt pay very dear for the 
Mark of t ie aforeſaid Pails, &c. - 


Pore are alſo other Impoi jos, viz. 
Loca all Offices of Charrets mm the King- 
EI, | P dom, 
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dom, called 'Burcanx de Meſſagerie, who pay 
very dear for that Priviledge. 

Upon all Hackney-Coaches thro' the King- 
dom, and upon all -Horſe-litters. - 

Upon the Water-Boats, called Goches d Eau, 
which carry People by Water.” | 

Hackney Hores. 

Chair-men;* - © 

Porters. 


| . And thoſe who empty Houſes. of Office. 


- © Then there ave other Taxes, viz. 
Upon the Bees, called Biens Aobles, every 


five'years, whichare very heavy. 


- TheInquiries after the Titles of the Nobi- 


-lity; now and then, which have ruined many 


of them in this Reign, as well by the Sums 


given to the King on pretence of the weak- 
neſs of their Titles, as to the Proſecutors, be- 
fides all other Expences, and thelofs of Time; 
For the Nobility were obliged to go ſometimes 


fifty Leagues to ſhew their Titles,tho' the ſame 


Titles had been formerly approved of, and if 


they hadloſt them by fire or otherwiſe, they 
were caſt, or if they had bou ght Letters of No- 
bility about 80 or a hund years ago, they 
were obliged to pay for 'em again, or if they 
had been in ſome Zin&ion, cal called Ignoble, that 
is, below a Nobleman, they were © obliged to 
buy their Nobility again. A hundred fuch 


unworthy ways have been uſed againſt them 


in this Reign 
S 4 _ 
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So ” That that tha. Nobility and Gentry have more 
reaſon to abhor this Reign thanany other Sub- 
jeds in the Kingdom, | 

Then there 1 is the Sale of Letters, of Nobili- 


m Where I would defire the Reader to obſerve, 
that the Enquiry of which we ſpoke juſt now, 
was under doc rggys to purge the falſe Nobili ity 
from the true, and now by the ſale; of the 
NO any Raſcal is. made Noble for Mo- 
: And this King has made abundance of 
fach Nobles or their Coin, who are at laſt 
- turned Beggars as well as the reſt. | 
Then theres. the voluntary Rehabilitation of 
thoſe who pretending to have. been Nobles 
formerly,, hid fallen from their Nobility, 


and defired to-be reſtored to it for Money; Be-- 


ſides this, there is another Rehabilitation 
which is forced, that is, when the Maltorsers 
queſtion a Gentleman's Nobility, under. pre- 
tence that his Grandfather, or. Father,.-or-. he 
himſelf has been in ſome low funRion, &'«, 
And then 2he Confirmation from time to 
time, of the Letters of Nobility, coſts as much 
as at firſt, & 

Another Trick was the Caſſation or Forfei- 
ture of . the ſaid Nobility, for, want of. the 
Payment of the ſaid Confirmation, becauſe they 
were exhauſted and ruined :- So.that. they loſe 
the ſame Nebility, which they, paid ſo dear 
for, tho' tItir Anceſtors have enjoyed. the 
Title for a Bl 2at Py yours, 14 p14 

| And 
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And this new Tax: about the Coats of Arms 
and the Titles which the Gentry bave aſſumed 
to themſelves, is another new Vexation as well 
againſt them, as the reſt of the Nation.. This 
King has plaid them twenty ſuch Tricks; ſo 
that it was-ſaid by an ingenious Man; that the 
Nobility in. France was. like a CopE-woed to 
the King, which he-cut. down once: in 6, or 7 
.or 9 years, according ts his fancy, :!- 

Then there are Taxes -for the Homages of 

the Lands, holding direQly-of the Kings De- 
main,: beſides all other great Charges ant: Ex- 
pences: on that Account. 
. There arealſo Taxes now and then upan the 
Free Allodium, called Franc Allen, which-were 
ſo. heavy two years ago, that a great; many 
People. did offer the {aid Lands to the King, to 
be rid-of the Tax, but they were reje&ed and 
forced topay that extraordinary Tax, 'belides 
the yearly: Taxes, and thoſe very exceflive too, 
which the ſaid Lands -pay conſtantly... 

There islikewiſe a Tax upon all Waters that 
water-Lands zthat is ugion Rivers, Brooks and 
Rivulets which run along by the Lands of e- 
very Perſon: As alſo'upen the Springs,, and 
Pits; ar-other Waters, - Ciſterns or; Wells ito © 
water mie Cattle, and in general upon all Wa-. 
ters that - may be uſeful; which ſtrange Tax 
was raiſed two years agoat a ſtrange rate. 

; The Tax of the Fraxc fie/s, -that is; of Fees 
poſſeſſed by thoſe whoare-not-of the-Nobility 
and Gentry. . This 15: not _ yearly; but La 
when 


\ 
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when the King pleaſes, and has been-paid ſe- 
veral times-within this ten yearslaft, tho' they 
had paid vaſt Sums for the Immunity from it 
for ever, and for the confirmation of the ſame, 
beſides the -great Taxes on their Dove: hon/es. 
There arealſo Taxes upon a great many peo- 
ple, and thoſe very | heavy | too, - on pretence 
that in fom& places they have incroached/upon 
the High-ways, if- it | be but half an Inch ; 
andtho' 'tis'commonly a falſe Accufation; yet 
they-muſt pay nevertheleſs, elſe the K;'and the 
Farmers of Impoſitions would ruine 'em- totally. 
They are'obliged likewiſe to pay Taxes for 
the 'Tſtandsin Rivers; tho' the Fatnilies- who 
are in-poſſeſſion, had enjoyed thern for- three 


or four Centuries, as their other 'Pattimonial 


Eſtates, and beſides the Tax for having enjoyed 


it ſo long, the King has diſpoiled the Proprietors | 


of the ſaid Iſlands, great and ſinall, pretending 
that all\theRivers with ' all their - Effects and 
Appurtenances do belotjz to him: 

There areextraordinary Taxes alſo wpon all 
Water and. Wind-mills, belides' the ordinary 
Taxes upon 'Yl Eſtates, on pretence that 'both 
the Wind ani, Waters belong to him. 

He hathalio laid Taxes upon the new Þ ur- 
chaſes either of Lands 6r -Houſes,which-obliges 
them topay him a great part of the value. 

As alfo upon Eſtates fold by Decteexthe King 
has a ſhare 'in them, becauſe he pretends that 
the Buyer has'a great pentiy worth of them. 

Then ther®s the Quint and Requint, which 
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is another extraordinary Tax upon Lands ſold. 
Le Tiers & danger upon the Woods of Nor- 
mandy; which is a ſtrange Tax that he has 
raiſed in Normandy. They found in the Aor- 
man Charters that the old Dukes of Normandy, 
had part of their ancient Revenueſettled upon 
theWoods of that Province,for which the Pro- 
prietors did pay a Tantwm every year to their 
Duke for the maintaining'of the Government, ” 
and paid-no other Impoſitions beſides this. Now 
finding this in the Records, the King pretended 
to enjoy the ſame again, and demanded vaſt 
Sums of the Proprietors for the Arrears, for 
ſo many Centuries. '\ A great many of the 
Nobility were ruined by it ; I know' one Fa- 
mily, viz. Mr. de Courtaumer's, :who paid 80 
thouſand Livers for this Tax, and all of them 
offered the Funds to the King for the Impoſiti- 
on,but in'vain: So that the K.got above 20. Mil- 
lions for' that Tax out ' of , that Province: alone} 
Then there are other Taxes, called the 
Acapte, Infeodation of Accrve and: Champart,and 
the Reunion of Crements, \ Sands. and Gravels, 
which are ſome Reunions that are made 
to the King's Demains,of all Lands ſuppoſed to 
have' been formed by the Gravel or Dirt; caſt 
yp either by the Sea: or Rivers; which ruines 
abundance of People, who had Lands, Houſes 
and Gardens there. | 
' There has been a 'Reunicn alſo of | all the 
Houſes and Gardens fuppoſed to have'been 
built too: near the ancient Rampiersof _ 
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led Towns which were all fallen, and no 
body knew that they had ever been Rampiers. 
The King has confiſcated all ſuch Eſtates,or got 
Money for 'em. 4 fi 

Then there is the Creation of Offices per 
force, with ſome ſmall wages ill paid. Th 

The aboli hing of |great part of the ſame 
Offices. \! via : 

The: ſelling: of the ſame again to others, 
without reimburſing the: Perſons diſpoſleſſed ; 
when at the ame time the old Offices are not 
worth the forrth nor {ixth part, nay, the tenth 
part of what they have been ſold for. 

This Creating and Aboliſhing of Offices has 
produced to the French King ſeveral hundreds 
of Millions, and would require a-whole Book: 
by it ſelf to give an Account of it. | 


« 


There has alfo beenan Azgmentation.of Wages 
for all the old Offices, which one would think 
was . very aCyantagious to/; them , - but the 
contrary will appear thus the King 'wanting 
Money had-a mindto Tax them, ſfome-.in. 20, 
30 or 40 thouſand Livers, more or lefs.. Now 
the Council found out this way as leaſt odious, 
viz to augment their Wages, ſuppoſe a 1000 
Livers per Aunum, upon; condition that: they 
ſhould: give 'him for' it 2o thouſand Livers, 
more of leſs, 'as he thought fit. This: 3s called 
by the ſpecious Name of Augmentation of, Wages, 
tho''tisa/perfe& Robbery, 'for theyare ill /paid 
of. their-ald'/ and new 'V Vages, and _ 
| | | a 
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laſt lofe their Offices for the moſt part, and 
never be reimburſed of any thing. 
| Itis alſo to bg obſerved that all thoſe new 
Officers ought by their agreement with the' 
King to be free from almoſfl all Taxes, which 
would be mighty oppreſſive to the reſt, but 
the King does not keep his word to them, nor 
can he do it, or elſe he ſhould get but little 
from thereſt. 

This innumerable multitude of Officers, and 
the great quantity of Coin and Plate, that 
they had hoarded up, has been a great Reſ- 
ſource to the King for many years ; So that 
he thought it would have been unexhauſtible, 


and that hemight conquer all the world with 
It. This has been partly the cauſe of the de- 


ſolation of the Kingdom ; But we may 
juſtly ſay, that his deſign of conquering others 
by ſo great a deſtruion of his own people, 
was juſt like that of a Man who ſhould fell 
his Horſe to buy Hay. Fn 

There is alſo a Creation of Maſter ſhips 1n 
all Trades and Handicrafts for Money. 

Extraordinary Taxes upon every. Corpora- 
tion or Company of Handicrafts, and petty 
Tradeſmen, in all Cities, Towns, and Bo- 
rouphs. - - **; 

There has been a Creation of many thou- 
ſandsof Officers amongſt them, whoſe functions 
arelimited within the Sociery to which they 
do belong ; beſides other Oftices which they 
had before, or might'have afterwards for Mo- 
_— i Then 
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Then there are Taxes upon all thoſe who 


have been in any Commiſſion, great or ſmall, 

about any function relating'/to the Finances,and 

upon all their Charges and Offices, _ 
There has been an increaling of Wages to 


' them alſo, as well as to all Officers of | Judica- 


ture and Civil Government, by forcing them 
to give the King great Sums of Money. 

There are -alſo other Impoſitions upon the 
Officers of Judicature, and Civil Government. 

7 here is the Price of the Valuation. 

And the Mare dor. . | 

There are alſo extraordinary Taxes impoſed 
now and then onall thoſe who have been con- 
cerned either in the general or 'particular 
Farms of the Impolitions, or in any other 
wherein 'tis-ſuppoſed they get Money ; this 
preſent King has got from ſach Perſons at ſe- 
veral times* above zoo Millions of Livers, 
and 'tis prybable that afſoon as the Peace is 
concluded |}, 2 will ruine them all, for he cannot 
do it now, }ecauſe they advance him Money. 

There are alſo extraordinary Taxes uponall 
others, who are ſuppoſed to be in a good Con- 
dition, tho. really ruined, and which does in 
effect ruine them totally, | 
And then there's to pay for all Officers created, 

The 2 Pence in the Liyer. | 

The Right of the Seal, . 

The Right of Control. 

The Right of Enregiſtring. 

'The Right of rhe Oath. 
HE Loans 
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Loans.forced upon thouſands and thouſands 
of People. 

Then there is the Loan, called Preft, to be 
admitted to the Annual or Paulette, ſo called 
from the Name of the firſt inventor ; it 1s a 
Sum of Money which the Officers of Judica- 
ture give yearly to the King,to maintain them- 


- ſelves in the Hereditary Pofleſſion of their Of- 


fice; and if fo be they did not pay it exactly, 
their Office returns to the King after their 
Peath. Commonly this Tax is as much as 
the Wages the King allows them, with this 
difference, that the: King pays them very ill, 


' and that what he is owing to them is not de- 


duced upon what they owe him, and theyare 
proſecuted when they do not pay, tho' he does 
not pay them himſelf. 

They have yet ſeveral other Taxes to 
from time to time, and are obliged to ſuffer 
ſeveral diminutions in their Wages yearly, for 
the Superior Companies have but three quar- 
ters of- their V Vages, the Inferiour only two, 
and the Comptables, fo called, oftentimes but 
one, and thoſe V'Vages are alſo inconſiderable; 
And they:;are obnoxious now and then to 
dreadful \extraordinary Taxes, and to ſome 
Fixations of their Offices , which now and 
then-makes all their Offices fall one half of a 
ſudden, arid very often they are caſhier'd with- 
out afiy reimburſement. | T 

The Reunion to the Kings Demain, of the 
Rents alienated on the Town Houles.' that is 
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to ſay, the nr Bankrupt when he 
pleaſes, and he fakes away when hepleaſes, 
without rejimburſing any fZody, all that which 
did belong to Commonalties, Towns and to 
2 great nutfiber of priate Men, which had 
lent him/Sums of Money in the BExigencies of 
the State, 'and to whom the Rent of them 
was paid upon the Revenues which the King 
got from thole Cities and Towns. 

He Revuhites, I ſay, all ſuch Rents to his 
Demain an 1 diſpoils his Creditors. My owa 
Family has oft 40 thouſand Livers by that way. 
He Reunites alſo to the ſame Demain- ſeveral 
other Rights that have been poſſeſſed, or en- 
joyed by Cities, Corporations or Private Per- 
ſons, time Hur of Mind, as the Right of Few- 
el in ſome: Foreſts, ſome Paſtures, V Voods, 
Rivers, Heaths, Moraſles, &c. 

He has fo appropriated to himſelf the Re- 
venues of | great many Hoſpirals in the King- 
dom, as al. © all the Funds belonging to Towns, 
whoſe Revenuedid help towaros the Repairing | 
of the Hifth-ways and dtreets, and the Publick 
Buildings. 


He has: 'fo exaed ſometimes __—_ ſeveral 3 


- Perſons/gre at Sums of Money, under pretence | 
of ſetting Þp the Eaft or Weft-India \Companzes, | 
' which Sums have been loſt to the lenders, be- 
cauſe he applied them'to his own uſes. 
Other Impoſitions or Branches of the French 
Kings Re REQ <: 
Es Doi , Or the Cuſtom, L 
4 
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"Lz Feraine; the Cuſtom Upon all Foreign 
Commodities. * 

The 5 great Farms, ſo called, becauſe there 
was/no greater thei, but now there are feve- 
ral others much'pgreater. 

'\'Fhe Cuſtom'of Valence. 
-'Of Lions.” © 
--Of-:Bourdeaus. 

Of Ronen. 

The Patent of Languedoc.” 
That of Provence and Arzats 

The" Convoy of | Bourdeaax. - 

The Cuſtom of Bayonne. Fa, 
The Farni'of- Broia " i Bt 
)TheGrouth'of 'Iy Sole T's Gripr't arande; 
- The Farm of 'the 1 wer Lode: in the __ 

Oftroy. 

' Foreign draught; or Traites thrangerer. 

The Tarif. 

The Cuftors of 'Rouffillon. * = © 
The Prevoſtſhip of "Nantes; ” © 
'The Cuſtom of Charente. | 
The Duty of 50'perice beſides ,b vT; un o hon 

upon the Foreign Ships. 

The 9 Livers 18'ipence' of ' Picardy." 

The Ancient 10 pence of hyp? 3? 

The New 16 pence of Pars.” © 
The 30 pence of Paris. SOFILT 
The Gonboll of the Beers of Parix. {6 1360 

-The-Demam of Languedoc. PST 
-The Ancient: Demarn' of | oval? ta if -- ) 
The New —_ Navane/ «i ft 
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he Demais of ueen Margaerite. 
I Demain of Chateau ; Wi 


The Pemain of. the Queen, Mother. 


'Tis true thoſe Demains are of an, inconſider- 
able Revenue, but the Reunions he. has made, 


to them, and the ſeveral new. 
ded, to which he has given the Name of the 
Kings D x, make it a Farm, very conlidera- 


ble. 
' Other Impoſatrons are, 
The Farm of Ixon.. | 


The Farm of Paper, and. of the Cantrolls of 


all the Offices. 
The Fraught of all Foreign: 'Shigs.s Subſift- 
666.494 'S jons. of... 0wns:3: Taxes: and 


ago, 
Duties upan.the-Vintners: : + 
Upon rh pad 0 wy Wood cur in 
Upon the Loaders xeon 
Upon the Loaders.of. wi 
Upon Fiſh; of all ſorts,.O. 
Contrall- ofithe; Linnen-Cloath at Jars: 
Redemptions. 
The doybling ph the deck of Ag. :: 
Locai Offices. - 


Lots and Sales... 

Diſir heritings. | 

Baſtardihips,i 

The raiſing now - andithanitha Value of the 
Coin, as has: twice-(ince: the-begin- 


ning of SSYVG GE obſerved before. 


Pro- 


Fines for the Cries committed _ Jeurs 


I FRAIL 
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Prohibitions how /and then to 0 Profel- 
fions at Paris not to work atiy more of their 


. Trade without permiſſion, 'or elſe a prohibiti- 


on-of their VVares, to oblige them to bring 
in to the King a great Suiti'of "Money, this 
we have ſeen ſeveral times done/asto thoſe-who 
work in Gotd' and Laces,” Fringes, &c. who 
mide-up a good Sum of Money to preſent to 
the King, in order to have the prohibition re- 
moved. 

Marks upon the V-Vine ſold by wholeſal>:. 

: Convoy and 'Conneſtable-ſhips. 

| Cinders graveled and ſoddered. -: 

The Overtols, or Suftanx of Lzons's Cuftot. 

The Duty upon the ſale of Wood and For- 
eſts of the iſle of France, Generality of Paris, 
Soiſſons, Orleans, Toirs, Chalons, Roien, Caeh, 
and the Country of  Perche. - 

The Caſual Parties, this Farm has producer 
more Money to the King theſe eight laſt years 
of the War, thina great many other ordinary 
Impoſitions. 

_ For the maintaining of the Banks and; Bur- 

ders of Rivers, 6c. | 

| The Banand Arvierbat'upon the Nobility, 

upon the Citizens of all the Cities called Free, 

upon the Mareſhalſeas , « Aer way nar 

thouſands are compelled toferve in the ; ; 

& to equip'emſelves,who have not wherewith- 

al to do it,or are Lame,or Old, or bytes” 
z all thoſe who cannot go, muſt. 

the King every one 50 Piftols to equip a 

in their room, He 
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He has. ince-.this War. forced the City of 
Paris to yield him the Sum of. Money raiſed 
yearly for Lanterns and Scavengers, and took 
upon him the care of that Aﬀair, obliging 
the People to advance him: the Money neceſ- 
ſary for doing the ſame for. 20 years, but 'tis 
thought hexwill not keep his word,becauſe he 
is not able to perform 1 it if he would. | 

In every. Province, nay, in every Town al- 
moſt there are Impoſitions unknown to other 
Towns and Provinces. But the great ones are 
general, except 1n the Provinces - that have E- 
ſtates, who have their own Methods, bur are 
almoſt as inuch. ruined as the reſi, for they 
are $laves as well as others, 

Some of thoſe Impoſitions afore named may 
ſeem to, have been repeated, .twice, but the 
Reader is defired to. obſerve that. tho' ſeveral 
of the Impoſitions have the,, ſame Name, yer 
they are different, in Nature... 

1he Capitation was. ſet up.about 4 years 
ago, from which they expected a- great Suc- 
cour, bur found it came much ſhort of what 
they expected, tho' all the Subjeds did pay. it 
without any exception, . nay, j.even. the Foot 
Soldiers paid their 20 pences._per annuum a-piece. 
This [/mpofition has no doubt taught. them.,that 
there was +much leſs Pepple.; in the Kingdom 
than they thought. -, 
6. This Tax.is raiſed in many. "Places by Col- 
e&ors, who. have..orders 9, quarter . 
upon'; [Al 9% oh cannot pay it, and, at leaſt 
$319.92 l , tg 
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. Taxes:that are raiſed here in every Pariſh for . . 
the relief of the Poor, the King ſhould ap- 
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to pay for them, unleſs they will be-quartered 
upon themſelves. They have doubled ' and 
trebled it ſince the firſt year that it ' was eſta- 
bliſhed, and do force as I have ſaid already,the 
Friends of the Deceaſed to pay for thoſe who 
died fince;>.It is alſo to- be obſerved, that in 
the Kings Tariff about the Capitation, a Man 


. who had three or four [Titles as that of Citrzen, 


and Gentleman, &c. ſhould pay only for one of 
them, but in the Execution they 'madethem 
pay for all their Titles. And fince they have 
laid a Tax uponall thoſe who aſſume the'qua- 
lities of Marquis, Count, Viſcount, Barons, 
Knight, Meffire, Eſquire, Nobleman, &c. and 
upon their Coats of Arms, from which they 
expect great Sums, but all in vain, for all forts 
of conditions of Men are exhauſted and ruined. 

If - there was ſuch « thing in France as the 


propriate them to himſelf, as he has done with 
the Revenue of almoſt all the Hoſpitals in the 


Kingdom, - The new Converts have alfo paid - 
in particular ſeveral great Taxes, under-diyers 


pretences, -either-- becauſe i they:did; not go to 
the Popiſh-Churches, or did-not/ ſend their 


. Children'to the Catechiſm of Rome, &c.* © 


. The King. has cauſed in” the year. of the Fa- 
mine, the Corn, Wine and Fruits'to- be tranil- 
ported: from-Farmers and: Gentlemens Houſes 
to- his Magazines per Force, without paying an 


| .any 
thing for. them, or diſcharging them of wa 
their 


. 


be obſerved further, that this King has ere&ted 


or ſet up lately Office-Houles in all Pariſhes, and F 
Officers,who bought ſuch Places,for the keeping | 
of all Cattle and Houſhold- goods executed for | 
the Kings Taxes;the Collectors muſt execute all 


without Mercy, or elſe rhey ſhall periſh in the 


Goal ; The Cattle or Goods executed are tobe Þ 
fold at an appointed day, and commonly for : 
lefs than half of ' the value, and upon the rem- : 
nant, the Officer of the Office has 2 pence in 
- theLiver, belides the charges of the Bailiff who 
did execute, and of all the proceedings done 
in marked Paper. All this was prognoſticated | 


to Mankind, by this Kings being born with 


teeth, whereby he did devour all his nurfing 
Mothers Breafts,which did fignifie to the world F 


that he would devour his own Country. 


It isalſo obſervable that in all thoſe Impo- } 
ſitions/there is not cone that concerns the Cler-_ 
gy.But yet they have agreed;as I ſaid;to pay 2o -' 


Millions of 'Livers for 5 years of - the-Capitati- 


on,' beſides what they paid under the name | 
of Decimer,which amounted to 4 or- 5 Million. ] 

” Here Tcannot but'take notice of what Fra } 
Paolo has obſerved inhis Hiſtory of the Cours : 
cil of: Trext, viz. that:irr the Cornimonwealth | 


tel by God! as Miniſters of tho Cttareh, who | 
118057 | made ]. 
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their Taxes. He has forced the Shopkeepers | 
and Tradeſmen in the Garrifons to give upon Þ] 
rruſt- to his Officers and. Soldiers what they F 
wanted, without paying any thing. *Tis to Þ 
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- whereas in. the, Roman, Chunch the Clergy who does 


nat make commonly in every Nation unges the Popes 


| Yoke, one with, another, - above. the 30th. or 4oth part. 


| of it, podlefles.the balf of all the Revenues.and above. 


| Wendt waders belong | 
'F __ ay Hein > be aber? ans then Fr mower 
| © Clergpys 25-1 is, ayd,; Fathers de [Qrgfoire 
{| have great, Frakts.from . cher! Schools for 


bo ropleas the: 


The Erench Clergy in general raok. always 
care! to. conceal, the quaruity. of. their Revenues, for- fear 
that, the other. Members of the Nation, ſhould meke com- 


| plaiots. when, they ſaw them diſcharged from. all- Impo». 


fitions, whilethey who are. uſety] to. the Nation, are ſo 
with, Taxes,./. This is-the reaſon 


abomupably 
| why the Auchorsſpeak, ſo diffezensly of the Fxeoch:Cler-. 
[| 6p Revenues: ; Rey err polle 31 parts in 5 


all rg. Bftares; in-the athery2. parta.id 5;, 
| others.7 {parrs (one; nal took! the. Alldiues of 
theſe Mopoſnat, pane _ 

t 
| their Foreſt tg te ey Be 


been. wy | 
belang. to them; belidts that; 


and/ 
almok 2ll. the. Colledges. inthe; Kingdemate: inthe. [ 


\ | of them ora fame cuben Prieſts, and,ax- Lid, alhchals: 
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I. ſfiall.oply add this, Inoue 


| grows too big, that all thoſe Rn aen great: 
- more were for the moſt part comprehended under 
17 general Farms, vis. T_T the name of T 4ille, Gabelle, 


Aides, 


of France, drwnflnadiione, 


| wade the. twelfth part of all the Nation, hav lars 
{} maintenance. but the, 10/part, of the Fruits. of rhe Earth, 
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Hides, "OM the five great Farms, the Caſual Par- | 
2567, the Demain, and each of them in ſeveral © Inferior 
Branches, which were all let our apart to ſeveral” genes | 
rat Farmers, which did: appoint under themſclves other 
particular Farmers, which did draw from the People as 
much & they: could, having a Leaſe for 3;9r® F,or7 years 
more! or: leſs, and did'adyance vaſt Sums 'of Money to 
the Ki .z'they took them formerly at forfait; as they” 
call ir, ie, they-p#4d* ſo-much yearly whether there 

waemotls r0'be made HeNmb of no ; but how; becauſe 

of the Deftruftion of! Kingdom, they- rake them 

onlyas "Stewards who#fe only to give an Account of 
what rhey receive ; But ſomerimes .to nwpofe: upon the! 
People and; Foreign Nations, and make *cm believe that 
the Publick Revenues'sre wot ſo much diminiſhed, 3 in of 

der to maincain the Rings 'Gredit, the Ring! obliges 'em 
eo draw up Etaſes with Ae eng it feems they pay | 


almoſt as (much as. afar ery * a Counterletter 
from kim'or-his-Miniſters'fortheir eority- 3 %and the?! | 
hep ar but Scowans a Adminiftrator an, 96 they get; 
. ſhit veſl Eftates, cho? rior fogreat as ly; and ad- 
vanes Motey a0 the Kigg ff, pre! ie great advan | 
4 t 
4) "rea Volume © {4 poly Joutd not biTofficient to” 
| at opoforn ot et r relates to the ordind- 
trac poſitions and Taxet; and belidey * 
{Sar cny GN #nd Changtvevery year, that © 
*ciy as with whie-City:ofi De of 'which' *tis* a hard - 


miateer ack ont iP; \becauſe of the Additions, | 
Altermiom- dogs way {Arik agg 


God o wer es,” | 
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